ACT 290 S.B. NO. 1160

A Bill for an Act Relating to Electric Vehicles.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the State relies priman
consumption of imported oil to satisfy its energy needs. 'I‘hclizglslaltjme ﬁn'ltsl’letrn;'ﬁ
:]nl::: ht:':-:auset oil edls aﬂl:nuted resource, the State must develop and implemeat

" : . :
Hawaii.l ms to reduce the consumption of oil and cther petrolcum-based products it

The legislature fusther finds that the residents of the S e
quantity of gasoline for motor vehicle use. According to mccx:? t:mc:sttllsg fb:ria;%e
:’va;rsm]t;c hur_:dre;l ﬂt:;ouls;:d gg:giztnered motor vehicles on Hawaii’s roads and high-

ays. Because of this, wail’s drivers consumed -
million gnallons of gasoline in 1990. . over three hundred scveoty-ive
_ e possible mechanism of reducing the consumption of ucts
is to promotc the use of newer technologics in evel?ydayo]jgu"l)'}?cm{legl?;mm
recognizes that many advances have already been made in the field of transportation.
The emergence of alternatives to fossil-fueled vehicles has the potential to signifi-
cantly reduce our dependency on petroleum-based products.

The purpose of this Act is to:

(1) Improve the transportation of people and goods through the expanded
nse of electric vehicles by undertaking a program of financial and
regulatory incentives designed to promote the purchase or lease of such
vchicles;

(2) Obtain the benefits to the state economy of lessened dependence on
imported petroleum products through greater reliance on vehicles that
utlize domestically-produced clectricity as a source of energy; and

(3) Prescrve and enhance air quality by encouraging the widespread use of
vehicles that are emissions-free in operation.

SECTION 2. It is the policy of the State to support the development and
consuiner acceptance of electric vehicles within the State. This policy is

ntended to accelerate the use of a substan ial number of electric vehicles in the State
o attain significant reductions in air pollution, improve energy efficiency in trans-
sortation, and reduce the State’s dependence ol imported oil or petroleum products.
ixempting electric vehiclés from various requirements applicable to conventional,
aternal combustion engine-powered vehicles may encourage operators 10 choose
slectric vehicles.

SECTION 3. The department of ransportation shall:

(1) Establish and adopt rulcs pursuant to chapter 91, Hawaii Revised
Starutes, for the registration of an electric vehicle in this State; and

(2) Establish and issue a special license plate to designate that the vehicle
to which the Ticense plate is affixed is an electric vehicle.

SECTION 4. An electric vehicle on which a license plate described in section

Jis affixed shall be excmpt from:

(1) The payment of parking fecs, incinding those collected through parking
- meters, charged by any governmental authority, other than a branch of

~ the federal govemment, when being operated in this State; and
(2) High occupancy vehicle restrictions or other traffic control measures.

SECTION 5. For a period of five years from the effective date of this Act, !

e
motor vehicle registration fec and other fecs, if any, asscssed vpon or associated with
the registration of an electric vehicle in this State, including any fees associated with
the issuance of a license plate described in section 3, shall be waived; provided that

department of transportation hall review the incentive program every two years

to determine the proper level of incentives for continvation of the program.

SECTION 6. This Act shall take effect on Tuly 1, 1997.
{Approved Junc 21, 1997.)



