
Business Application



Census Means Business

Decide on Site Location 
Analyze trade area
Estimate the size of your market 
Examine trends for market planning
Find out about your customers 
Develop advertising strategies 
Reach the appropriate market                      
when advertising your business
Delineate sales territories 

Use Data from Census 2000 to:



Census Means Business

Measuring business competition--market share
Compare your costs with those      
of similar firms

                    

Measure sales performance

Use Data from the Economic Census 
and Other Current Economic Files to:



Plans to Open a 
Third Lee’s Fashion Store

Mrs. Lee wanted to expand her
business by opening a third store

in the Honolulu Area



The Mall Had A
Great Location

But she was unsure if 
the area could support 
a third Lee’s Fashion 
store



Several Key Questions 
Were Asked

What are the geographic limits of her          
trade area?
What are the population characteristics          
of the trade area?
Specifically, is the income level in her trade 
area high enough to support her “high-end”
women’s fashion clothing?
What is the estimated share of her store(s) in 
the women’s clothing market?  



Census Data

To answer these questions, Mrs. Lee 
began her research using data from

County Business Patterns
the 1997 Economic Census 

and Census 2000



County Business Patterns

Provided data on:
Number of Women’s Clothing Stores



2000 County Business Patterns

Number of Women’s Clothing Stores 
in Honolulu County:  163

North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Codes
44         retail trade
448 clothing and clothing accessories stores
4481 clothing stores
44812   women’s clothing stores

Data also available by zip codes



Provided data:
To Calculate Market Share and

Other Business Indicators

1997 Economic Census 
Retail Trade



Data from the Retail Trade
Report for Hawaii

Used to measure competition:
197 women’s clothing “establishments” in Honolulu Co.

Used to calculate market share:
Sales from her 2 stores versus “sales” of women’s 
clothing stores in Honolulu County - $160,479,000

Used to measure her payroll costs:
Calculate the average “annual payroll” for women’s 
clothing stores in Honolulu County - $19,562,000
divided by 197 establishments = $99,299



Business Trade Area

Census geographic tools provided        
Mrs. Lee information                  
essential to identifying                           
her trade area which                          
were:

Divided into Primary                             
and Secondary Zones



Business Trade Area

She first used the “enter a street address” tool on 
American Finder to locate the census tract containing
her potential site at the 1400 block of Ala Moana Blvd. 
The site is located in census tract 37.  She then identified 
her trade area which was divided into:

A Primary Trade Area – census tracts containing the 
immediate neighborhood surrounding the mall

A Secondary Trade Area – Waikiki census tracts for the 
tourist trade, and the Kahala & Diamond Head neighborhoods



Business Trade Area

In addition to census tract 37, Mrs. Lee 
pinpointed the following census tracts
surrounding the potential site to comprise 
her Primary Trade Area:

25 30 34.06 39
26 32 34.07 41
27.01 33 35 43
27.02 34.03 36.01 44
28 34.04 36.02
29 34.05 38



Enter a Street Address



Enter Address
And Click “Go”



Census Tract 37



Click census tract to
obtain reference map



Zoom to obtain
detailed map image



Click the
North, South,
East, West
buttons to
View adjacent
map sheets
To view the 
surrounding
census tracts





Demographics of Trade Area

Total Population
Age
Gender
Type of households
Household income
Other socio-economic data of potential 
customers 

Mrs. Lee identified key demographic 
characteristics relevant to her potential 
customers 



Census Tracts

Mrs. Lee obtained data 
From Census 2000 
Summary Files 1 and 3 to 
develop a detailed 
demographic profile
for her trade area



Summary File 1  Table P1 Total Population



Summary File 1  Table P12 Sex by Age



Summary File 1  Table P15 Households



SF 1  Table P18 Household Size & Type



SF3 Table P53 Median Household Income



SF3  Table P52 Household Income



Piecing Together Data 
for Census Tracts

She aggregated data                            
for the census tracts                        
that comprised her                          
trade area which                        
showed:

concentration of 35-54 year olds, 
females, and households with income 
over $50,000  



Using Census Bureau Economic 
and Demographic Data

Mrs. Lee’s use of census data:

Provided Insights about 
the Trade Area 
and Potential 
Customers



Mrs. Lee Decided to 
Open A Third Store...
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