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Census Update



How Did We Do?

1970 – 78%

1980 – 75%

1990 – 65%

2000 2000 -- 67%67%

We Reversed the Decline!
National Response Rate



Response Rates by State 



Response Rates

1990
Census

2000
Census

United States 65% 67%

California 65% 70%

Los Angeles 
County

64% 70%



Accuracy and Coverage 
Evaluation(ACE)

ACE is an independent quality check of 
Census 2000.
It consists of 300,000 households 
nationwide.
Results are used to determine the 
census undercount.



Estimated Percent Undercount
Accuracy & Coverage Evaluation

Percent
Standard  

Error             
Non Hispanic Black 2.17 (0.35)

Hispanic 2.85 (0.38)
All Others 0.73 (0.14)
Total 1.18 (0.13)



Census 2000 Data
Schedule of Release Dates

Congressional Apportionment – 12/31/2000

Public Law 94-171  Redistricting Data – 4/1/2001

Summary File 1:  June – Sept. 2001
Summary File 2:  Dec. 2001 – March 2002

Summary File 3:  June – Sept. 2002
Summary File 4:  Oct. 2002 – Feb. 2003



Apportionment Data



Apportionment

Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution
The process of dividing the 435 members or  
seats in the U.S. House of Representatives  
among the 50 states
The apportionment calculation is based upon    
the total resident population (citizens and      
non-citizens) of the 50 states
The average population per representative is 
expected to be over 640,000



Apportionment for the       
108th Congress         



Census 2000 Race Categories



Data Collection:
New Federal Guidelines

1997: Revised standards for collecting 
data on race and ethnicity
Census 2000: Respondents could report 
more than one race
The full report is available at: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/inforeg/race

Office of Management and Budget



New Federal Guidelines 
and Census 2000

Spanish/Hispanic/Latino asked before race
Respondents could select more than 1 race
American Indian and Alaska Native combined
Asian & Pacific Islander category split:
Asian
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander  

Major Changes



Race and Ethnicity
Tabulation Categories

In some tabulations, race data will be shown 
for 63 categories:                         

Single Race
6 Race Alone categories

Multiple Race
15 categories of 2 races
20 categories of 3 races
15 categories of 4 races
6 categories of 5 races
1 categories of 6 races



Race and Ethnicity
Tabulation Categories

In other tabulations race will be collapsed and 
shown as
* Race alone categories
* A two or more race category
* Race alone or in combination with 

one or more race                              
Data for Hispanic or Latino



Race and Ethnicity
Tabulation Categories

White alone
Black or African 
American alone
American Indian & 
Alaska Native alone
Asian alone
Native Hawaiian & Other 
Pacific Islander alone
Some Other Race alone

White alone or in combination
Black or African American 
alone or in combination
Amer. Indian & Alaska Native 
alone or in combination
Asian alone or in combination
Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific 
Islander alone or in combination
Some other Race alone or in 
combination

Single Race (minimum)     All-Inclusive Race (maximum)

2 or More Races
Hispanic/Latino (any race)



How Do I Compare 2000 to
1990 Race Data?

Direct comparisons back to 1990 racial
categories can not be made



United States Population
RACE

Race Alone
(minimum)

Race in
Combination

Race alone or 
in comb. (max)

Total Population 281,421,906 281,421,906 281,421,906
# race responses 274,595,678 14,168,760 288,764,438
White 211,460,626 5,470,349 216,930,975
Black/Af. Amer 34,658,190 1,761,244 36,419,434
Am.Ind./Alaska 2,475,956 1,643,345 4,119,301
Asian 10,242,998 1,655,830 11,898,828
Nat.Haw./Pac.Isl. 398,835 475,579 874,414
Some Other Race 15,359,073 3,162,413 18,521,486

2 or more races 6,826,228
Hispanic/Latino 
(any race) 35,305,818 35,305,818 35,305,818



Hawaii State Population

87,69987,69987,699
Hispanic/Latino 
(any race)

259,3432 or more races

47,60332,45615,147Some Other Race

282,667169,128113,539Nat.Haw./Pac.Isl.

703,232199,364503,868Asian
24,88221,3473,535Am.Ind./Alaska
33,34311,34022,003Black/Af. Amer

476,162182,060294,102White
1,567,889615,695952,194# race responses
1,211,5371,211,5371,211,537Total Population

Race alone or 
in comb. (max)

Race in
Combination

Race Alone
(minimum)RACE



Understanding 
Census Geography

Population data tells us how many
Census Geography tells us where

Two Key Questions When Using Data:



Census Geography:
Two Broad Categories

Legal and Administrative Entities
Geographic areas that originate from legal 
action, treaties, statutes, ordinances, 
resolutions, or court decisions.                                

Specific examples:
Nation, States, Counties, Incorporated Places, 
Consolidated Cities, American Indian 
Reservations, Hawaiian Home Lands, 
Congressional Districts, Voting Districts, School 
Districts, Traffic Analysis Zones, ZIP Codes



Census Geography:
Two Broad Categories

Statistical Entities
Areas that evolve from practice, custom, usage, 
or need                                                         

Specific examples:
Regions, Divisions, Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas (MSAs), Consolidated MSAs, Primary 
MSAs, Urbanized Areas, Census County 
Divisions, Census Tracts, Block Groups, Blocks



United States

Regions
Divisions

States
Counties

Census County Divisions
(includes Incorporated Places, 

Census Designated Places and Minor Civil Divisions)

Census Tracts
Block Groups

Blocks

Census Geographic Pyramid



Hawaii Geographic Areas

Nation (legal) - United States
State (legal) - Hawaii

County (legal) - Honolulu
Census County Division (statistical) - Waianae CCD

Incorporated Place (legal) - none in Hawaii
Census Designated Place (statistical) - Waianae

Census Tract (statistical) - 97.02
Block Group (statistical) - 1

Block (statistical) - 1002



Census Geography

No legally defined corporate limits (unincorporated)
Defined by the Census Bureau in co-operation with 
State, Tribal and local officials
Identified in data tables by the acronym CDP 
following the place name
All places in Hawaii are Census Designated Places

Census Designated Place



Census Geography

Small, relatively permanent statistical 
subdivision of a county
Average of 1,000 housing units and 
4,000 people
Census tracts are designed to be 
relatively homogeneous units with 
respect to population characteristics, 
economic status, and living conditions

Census Tract



Census Geography

Subdivision of a census tract
Block group is the smallest geographic 
unit for the tabulation of sample data
Block group consists of all blocks within 
a census tract with the same beginning 
number

Block Group



Census Geography

Smallest geographic unit for which the 
Census Bureau tabulates 100% data
Many blocks correspond to individual 
city blocks bounded by streets
However blocks, especially in rural 
areas, may include many square miles 
and may have boundaries that are not 
streets

Census Block



Census Geography: How It Fits Together



Redistricting Data



Public Law 94-171
Redistricting Data

Public Law 94-171 enacted in 1975
Outgrowth of 1960’s court decisions on “One-
Person / One Vote” and 1965 Voting Rights Act
State legislatures can receive data according 
to local definitions to ease planning of new 
district boundaries
First look at race/ethnic profile of local 
community



Public Law 94-171
Redistricting Data Items & Tables

Total Population
Race
Spanish/Hispanic/Latino Origin
Voting Age Population 

Data Tables
PL1  Race
PL2  Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by Race
PL3  Race for the Population 18 Years and Over
PL4  Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by Race for 
the Population 18 Years and Over

Data Items



Census 2000 Summary Files



100% vs. Sample Data

C en su s 2000C en su s 2000
S h o rt F o rm  an d  L o n g  F o rmS h o rt F o rm  an d  L o n g  F o rm

S h o r t fo r m

L o n g  F o rm



100 % Characteristics

A limited number of questions are asked of every 
person and housing unit in the United States.  
Information available on:

Household Relationship
Sex
Age
Race
Hispanic or Latino Origin
Tenure (whether the home is owned or rented)
Vacancy Characteristics



Summary File 1
June 2001

Presents counts and basic tables of information         
collected from all people and housing units.                  
Many tables present data down to the block level,        
but only to the census tract level for others.
Population totals and characteristics                           
63 race categories                                              
28 Hispanic or Latino Detailed categories                       
36 specific American Indian categories                          
5 Alaska Native tribes                                          
17 Detailed Asian categories                                    
12 Detailed Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander     
categories



Hispanic or Latino

Mexican
Puerto Rican
Cuban
Dominican Republic
Central American
Costa Rican
Guatamalan
Honduran
Nicaraguan
Panamanian
Salvadoran
Other Central American

South American
Argentinean
Bolivian
Chilean
Columbian
Ecuadorian
Paraguayan
Venezuelan
Other South American
Other Hispanic or Latino
Spaniard
Spanish
Spanish American
All Other Hispanic or Latino



Asian

Asian Indian
Bangladeshi
Cambodian
Chinese, exc. 
Taiwanese
Filipino
Hmong
Indonesian
Japanese
Korean

Laotian
Malaysian
Pakistani
Sri Lankan
Taiwanese
Thai
Vietnamese
Other Asian
Other Asian not 
specified



Pacific Islander

Polynesian
Native Hawaiian
Samoan
Tongan
Micronesian
Guamanian or                   

Chamorro
Other Micronesian

Melanesian
Fijian
Other Melanesian
Other Pacific Islander
Other Pacific Islander 
not specified



American Indian

Apache
Blackfeet
Cherokee
Cheyenne
Chickasaw
Chippewa
Choctaw
Colville
Comanche
Cree
Creek
Crow

Delaware
Houma
Iroquois
Kiowa
Latin American
Lumbee
Menominee
Navajo
Osage
Ottawa
Paiute
Pima

Potawatomi
Pueblo
Puget Sound Salish
Seminole
Shoshone
Sioux
Tohomo O’Odham
Ute
Yakima
Yaqui
Yuman
All Other



Summary File 2
December 2001

Population Totals and Characteristics
249 iterations of race and Hispanic or Latino 
categories, American Indian and Alaska Native 
Tribes down to the census tract level
1 iteration for the total population
100% data for any American Indian, Asian, Hispanic 
or Latino category
Threshold: minimum of 100 persons in the group 
per census tract for data to be shown. Examples:  
age for Chinese (versus Asian), tenure for Mexican 
(versus Hispanic), household relationship for Navajo 
(versus American Indian



Sample Characteristics

Marital Status
Place of birth, citizenship &   
year of entry
School enrollment &  
educational attainment
Ancestry
Migration (residence in 1995)
Language spoken at home & 
ability to speak English
Veteran status

Disability
Grandparents as care 
givers
Labor force status
Place of work & journey 
to work
Occupation, industry, and 
class of worker 
Work status in 1999
Income in 1999

Population



Sample Characteristics

Value of home or 
monthly rent paid
Units in structure
Year structure built
Number of rooms and 
number of bedrooms
Year moved into 
residence

Plumbing and 
kitchen facilities
Telephone service
Vehicles available
Heating Fuel
Farm residence
Utilities, mortgage, 
taxes, insurance, & 
fuel costs

Housing



Summary File 3
June 2002

6 Race Alone Categories
Hispanic or Latino by Race
108 Ancestry Groups

Population Totals and Characteristics



Summary File 4
October 2002

249 Iterations
86 Iterations of ancestry categories
1 Iteration for the total population
Sample data for any American Indian, Asian, Hispanic or 
Latino category
Minimum of 50 sample cases; approximately 300 persons 
per census tract for data to be shown  Examples: income 
for Cherokee (versus American Indian), labor force for 
Korean (versus Asian), disability for Puerto Rican (versus 
Hispanic)

Population Totals and Characteristics



What Else Do We Do?

Surveys for other Federal 
Agencies

Economic Census in the 
years ending in 2 and 7         

Foreign Trade Statistics



Obtain Data from 
Demographic Surveys



American Community Survey

A survey developed by the Census Bureau to provide 
demographic, economic, and housing profiles of 
America’s communities every year.
The ACS will replace the decennial long form in 2010.
The ACS is conducted using mailed questionnaires, 
telephone interviews, and visits from Census field 
representatives.
Questions similar to the Census 2000 long form.
Full implementation in 2003 with 3 million households 
in sample.



Current Population Survey

A monthly survey of 65,000 households 
conducted by the Census Bureau for the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Its primary task is to produce monthly 
statistics on unemployment and the labor 
force.
It also serves as a vehicle for supplemental 
studies on subjects other than employment, 
such as marital status, birth history, tobacco 
use.



Current Population Survey
Published Reports

Population Characteristics
Geographic residence and mobility     
School enrollment                               
Marital Status and living arrangements
Households and families           
Asian and Pacific Islander, Black and 
Hispanic populations

Issued every other year
Reports and detailed tables available on the 
Census Bureau’s internet site free of charge



Current Population Survey
Published Reports

Special Studies
Information on specialized data
Family Life, Women, Voter Turnout, Computer 
Use, Profile of the Foreign-Born Population      
and other topics

Consumer Income and Poverty
Information concerning families, individuals,   
and households at various income levels
Data are also presented on non-cash benefits  
and the relationship of income to age, sex,     
race, family size, education, occupation, work 
experience and other characteristics.



Survey of Program Participation

A sample household survey of non-
institutional population collecting data from 
the same household over 32 months.
Provides estimates of money and in-kind 
income and participation in government 
programs.
SIPP data is published in the Household 
Economic Statistics Report



Consumer Expenditure Survey

Tracks consumer spending behavior
A source of data for the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI), commonly referred to as 
the “inflation rate”
Data published by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics



National Crime
Victimization Survey

Obtains detailed information about 
persons victimized by certain types of 
crime such as theft, burglary, robbery, 
assault, rape, purse snatching/pocket 
picking
Data published by the Bureau of Justice



National Health Interview Survey

Major source of health information on 
people living in the U.S.
Information collected about health, 
illness, and the use of health services
Data published by the National Center 
for Health Statistics



American Housing Survey

Provides current and continuous series 
of data on selected housing and 
demographic characteristics
Conducted nationally and in selected 
metropolitan areas
Data published jointly by the Census 
Bureau and the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 



Economic Programs



Economic Programs

Economic Census
• Gathers detailed information about the 

nation’s economy once every 5 years for    
the years ending in “2” and “7”

• 500 versions of the Economic Questionnaire 
were mailed to 4 million businesses

• Industry / Product Detail
• Surveys of Minority and Women-Owned 

Business Enterprises
Economic Surveys
• Annual, Quarterly, Monthly
• National Level Data



The Economic Census

• This is the major source of facts about the 
structure and functioning of the nation’s 
economy.

• It is conducted in the years ending in 2 and 7.
• Data is published on the basis of the North 

American Industrial Classification 
System(NAICS).



1997 Economic Census
Coverage of Economic Sectors

Mining
Utilities
Construction
Manufacturing
Wholesale Trade
Retail Trade
Transportation & 
Warehousing
Information
Finance & Insurance
Real Estate & Rental   
and Leasing

Professional, Scientific, & 
Technical Services
Management of Companies          
& Enterprises
Administrative and Support    
and Waste Management          
and Remediation Services
Educational Services
Health Care and Social 
Assistance
Arts, Entertainment and 
Recreation
Accommodation and Food 
Services
Other Services 



North American Industrial 
Classification System (NAICS)

• 21       Mining
• 22       Utilities
• 23       Construction
• 31-33  Manufacturing
• 42       Wholesale Trade
• 44-45  Retail Trade 
• 48-49  Transportation
• 51       Information 
• 52       Finance and Insurance



NAICS (cont’d)

• 53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 
• 54      Professional, Scientific, & Technical Services
• 55      Management of Companies and Enterprises
• 56      Administrative and Support and Waste            

Management and Remediation Services
• 61 Educational Services
• 62 Health Care and Social Assistance
• 71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation
• 72 Accommodation and Food Services
• 81 Other Services (except Public Administration)



Data Items

Number of establishments and firms

• Employment

• Labor Costs

• Expenses (cost of materials, fuels, taxes, etc.)

• Assets, capital expenditures, inventories



Economic Programs

Economic Indicators
• Help gauge the “health” of the economy

Foreign Trade Statistics
• Information on imports and exports
• Product shipments



Data Products
Accessing Data

Census Bureau Website on the Internet 
www.census.gov

CD ROM & DVD
• Order on-line service
• Order by phone – Customer Service 

(301)457-4100

http://www.census.gov/


Accessing Census Data

Log onto our website:
www.census.gov.

Call the Census Bureau Library.

Contact a State Data Center affiliate.

Visit a Federal Depository Library.



www.census.gov



Census 2000 Central Gateway



American FactFinder



Need Assistance?

Census Bureau
Partnership & Data Services Program

15350 Sherman Way, Suite 300
Van Nuys, Ca  91406

www.census.gov/losangeles

(818)904-6339 or (888)806-6389

laro.isp-partnership@census.gov
Jerry.B.Wong@census.gov



Census Data 
Local Resources

Hawaii State Data Center
Dept. of Business, Economic Development & Tourism

(808) 586-2493   Jan Nakamoto
www.hawaii.gov/dbedt

Papa Ola Lokahi - Census Information Center
(808) 597-6550   Momi Lovell

Government Depository Libraries
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