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South Point wind farm will
power 10,000 homes

by Nancy Cook Lauer
Stephens Capitol Bureau
nclauer@stephensmedia.com

HONOLULU -- Blades from India. Hubs
from Germany. Turbine towers from
China.

This "United Nations of turbine supply" will
be landing at Hilo Harbor during the next
few weeks and then heading to South
Point for installation in the newest
renewable energy facility in the state.

In this undated digital simulation created y Wind Engineers Inc., and

_ i i i provided by GE Energy Financial Services, the planned 21-megawatt Pe
Foune?n 1.5 m?]gawatt Vf\lln(:iL(t)u(r)%lg?]s will Nui Wind Project at South Point on the Big Island in Hawaii is shown. Th
generate enoug Power, OI’. ! ,Omes wind farm, scheduled to go online in March 2007, will generate enough
when the new Pakini Nui wind farm is power for 10,000 homes. - Courtesy Of GE Energy Financial Services
completed in mid-March, officials said at a

news conference Wednesday.

The project will result in 160,000 fewer
barrels of fossil fuels burned each year,
reducing the state's dependence on
imports while lowering air pollution,
especially in the Kona area, said Tony
Pace, CEO of Apollo Power Corp., the
project developer.
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It should thrust the Big Island into the
forefront of energy self-sufficiency in
Hawaii.

"For the Big Island, for the island of Hawaii, they're well on their way to being the most energy-efficient is
and self-sufficient island in the state," said state Sen. Kalani English, D-East Maui, Molokai, Lanai, who &
chairman of the Senate Committee on Energy, Environment and International Affairs pressed for change
legislation to make renewable energy feasible.

The state has set a goal of having 20 percent of its energy come from renewable sources by 2020.
Apollo Power will sell the electricity to Hawaii Electric Co., which is required by state law to purchase the
power.

Pace declined to say how much the project costs or when it will be expected to generate a profit.
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The 21-megawatt Pakini Nui joins the 10-megawatt Upolu Point wind farm, which began operation in
February. The Big Island's entire power grid consists of fewer than 300 megawatts.

A 30-megawatt wind farm began operation on Maui this summer and another 40-megawatt farm is in the
works for the island.

GE Energy Financial Services is providing financing in addition to the equipment. The company has inve
about $1 billion worldwide in wind, solar and geothermal energy. The new Hawaii project is the 15th equi
investment it's made, said GE Senior Vice President Andy Katell.

"These are some of the best wind conditions that GE has seen in the entire world," Katell said. "When th
strong, warm ocean breeze that creates the waves blows onto South Point, we will be there to catch it.
Hawaii and GE are tilting toward windmills."

Pakini Nui, to be located in the center of a 21-acre tract of Bishop Estates land that stretches from Highw
11 to the ocean, is being praised by the industry and environmentalists alike.

Unlike the Upolu Point facility, which has been criticized by neighbors because of red lights atop its turbir
Pakini Nui is expected to draw little controversy.

There are only five or six homes within 11/2 miles, and the new facility is close to Kamaoa Wind Farm, w
shut down Aug. 14.

Contractors had to alter a curve on Highway 11 near Kamaoa Road and the turn from Highway 11 onto
South Point Road to accommodate the large windmill pieces. The blades for the 14 windmills measure
almost 112 feet in length. The towers will be moved in three pieces, the longest almost 100 feet.

"Some people don't like the way windmills look," said Kat Brady, a lobbyist for Life of the Land environme

group. "l love the way they look because this is the future and we're thinking of your children. | look at it,
it's a sign of hope."

Comments

You are now in the public comment zone:  What follows is not our product; it is generated by other
people, we don't vouch for it. A reminder: By using this Web site you agree to accept our Rules of
Engagement.

Note: Those who want to have a personal, one-on-one discussion with another comment writer or hav
a continued debate about a topic may use our West Hawaii Today discussion board.

Posts will not immediately appear online until they are approved or denied based on our Rules of
Engagement. We apologize for the delay of your feedback to our website, but recent abuse of our
trust for people's ability to police themselves and adhere to our Rules of Engagment has causec
us to review each comment before posting.

We encourage your feedback and dialog, all comments that adhere to our Rules of Engagement will
appear online within one business day or sooner.
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