KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS

October 22, 2009
Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

Hale Kalaniana‘ole

91-5420 Kapolei Parkway
Kapolei, HI 96707

Re: Department of Hawaiian Home Lands’ ‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program

Mr. Park,

Kamehameha Schools has reviewed the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands’ ‘Aina Mauna

Legacy Program and is in support of its proposal to protect approximately 56,000 acres of native

Hawaiian forest in Humu‘ula and Pi‘ihonua. We expect that the initiatives detailed in the

Legacy Program’s draft plan, shared with us by Peter Young of Ho‘okuleana, LLC, will provide
multiple values for Hawaiian beneficiaries and believe this plan to be in alignment with our own

land management strategies and our shared visions of a thriving Hawaiian people.

We wish to particularly commend the proposal to contain and control gorse, a habitat-modifying

invasive weed. This undertaking will be a critical step in protecting the health of upland natural
and cultural landscapes on Hawai‘i Island.

Of further importance are the encouraging plans for koa reforestation, a strategy that is known to

provide multiple ecosystem service benefits—from habitat for forest birds,to source for cultural
practices—while expanding mauka forest cover and attracting clouds and rain to the higher
elevations of Mauna Kea.

This proposal represents a sound strategy to protect the suite of natural and cultural resources
that are the cornerstones of Hawaiian identity and well-being. We agree wholeheartedly that
Kalaniana‘ole’s vision of healthy, self-sufficient Hawaiian communities is one that will be
sustained by healthy, thriving lands.
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Manager, Land Legacy Resources
Kamehameha Schools Land Assets Division
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October 23, 2009

VIA EMAIL

Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Homelands
Hale Kalaniana'ole

91-5420 Kapolei Parkway

Kapolei, HI 96707

Subject: “Aina Mauna Legacy Program

Dear Mr. Park,

We have had the opportunity to review the “Aina Mauna Legacy Program proposed
for the Department of Hawaiian Homelands (DHHL) lands at Humu'ula/Pi‘ihonua.

We believe this is a fine plan that will benefit generations to come. We commend
your efforts on this plan and look forward to seeing this vision realized.

Please contact me if you have questions on this matter at 808-203-6150. Mahalo.

Very truly yours,

O 0w G- Uno

LeeAnn E.P. Crabbe
Vice President

CC: Bob Freitas, Jr.
Peter Young

Created by her Late Majesty Queen Lili uokalani
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October 30, 2009

Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalaniana‘ole

91-5420 Kapolei Parkway

Kapolei, Hawai‘i 96707

Dear Mr. Park:

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has reviewed the draft of the ‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program and supports
the Program’s efforts to restore native biodiversity to its Humu‘ula / Pi‘ihonua properties.

TNC owns or manages approximately 40,000 acres in Hawai‘i. We understand that restoring the islands’
natural communities is time consuming and expensive, but it is well worth the effort. Specifically,
TNC is pleased to see the ‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program’s goal to conserve native forests and natural
habitats on these lands in perpetuity. We are especially interested in the long-term protection of the
Pi‘thonua parcel, as it contains some of the most biologically important and healthy forested areas in the
region.

TNC is committed to working with conservation partners in Hawai‘i to find the best solution for long-

term conservation management. It is our hope that this living document is the first step toward enabling a

reality that will ensure responsible management practices on the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands’
‘Aina Mauna Legacy Lands to maintain the health of these areas for generations to come.

Please do not hesitate to call should you have any specific questions.
Sincerely,

o (1€

Suzantfe Case
Executive Director



Hawaii Island Economic Development Board
ISLAND OF OPPORTUNITY

30 October 2009
Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalaniana'ole
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway
Kapolei, HI 96707

Transmit via e-mail to: kaulana.h.park@hawaii.gov

Aloha Mr. Park,

The Hawaii Island Economic Development Board (HIEDB) is a member-based organization incorporated
in 1984. During our twenty-five year history, HIEDB has been committed to providing and promoting
private sector support and expertise for balanced growth in Hawai'i County in partnership with both
public and private resources.

The efforts to restore and conserve into perpetuity portions of the Humu'ula/Pi‘ihonua lands, native
forests, and habitats are a firm demonstration of the culturally sensitive and balanced growth sought by
HIEDB and its members respectively and collectively.

HIEDB recognizes the multiple near and more importantly, long-term benefits including and not limited
to economic, social, environmental and educational opportunities afforded through the "Aina Mauna
Legacy Program. We also recognize the over-arching opportunities for long-term, self-sufficiency for
beneficiaries of the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands and we strongly endorse and applaud these
efforts.

Please do not hesitate to advise if we may be of any assistance in helping to achieve the worthy goals of
the “Aina Mauna Legacy Program.

Mahalo and Best Regards,

funi Lt

Jacqui L. Hoover, Executive Director
Hawaii Island Economic Development Board, Inc.
E-mail: jhoover@hiedb.org

c: bob.c.freitasjr@hawaii.gov ;
PeterYoung@Hookuleana.com

b% Please consider the environment before printing this email.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

This e-mail message, including any attachment(s), is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged
information. Any unauthorized review, use, copying, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact
the sender immediately by reply e-mail and destroy the original message and all copies.

Hilo Office: Hawaii Innovation Center at Hilo ¢ 117 Keawe Street, Suite 107 ¢ Hilo, HI 96720-2811
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Kona Office: Hawaii Energy Gateway Center, Natural Energy Laboratory Hawaii Authority Ph (808) 326.2721
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Conservation Council for Hawai‘i

October 30, 2009

Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalanianaole

91-5420 Kapolei Parkway

Kapolei, HI 96707

Dear Mr. Park,

Aloha. Conservation Council for Hawai‘i supports the intent of the Department of Hawaiian Home
Land’s ‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program on the island of Hawai‘i. We appreciate the Department’s
proposal to control introduced species, such as gorse, domestic and feral cattle, and feral sheep and
goats on its Mauna Kea lands. Left unchecked, these alien species will eventually eliminate all of the
natural and cultural values attached to this land.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

hagnu Guogle

Marjorie Ziegler

O & ? Hawai‘i’s Voice for Wildlife - Ko Leo Hawai‘i no na holoholona lohiu

Telephone/Fax 808.593.0255 « email: info@conservehi.org « web: www@conservehi.org
P.0. Box 2923 « Honolulu, HI 96802 « Office: 250 Ward Ave., Suite 212 « Honolulu, HI 96814
President: Maura O’Connor * Vice-President: George Robertson * Treasurer: Kim Ramos * Secretary: Douglas Lamerson
Directors: Madelyn D’Enbeau * Maka‘ala Ka‘'aumoana * Hannah Springer
Executive Director: Marjorie Ziegler * Membership Director: Beth McDermott
Hawai'‘i Affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation


















HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUB
OF KONA » KUAKINI

November 19, 2009
Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalaniana‘ole
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway
Kapolei, HI 96707

RE: Support for Department of Hawaiian Home Lands ‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program
Aloha!

The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (AHCC) is the oldest Hawaiian community-based grass roots
organization founded in 1918 by Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalaniana‘ole.

The Hawaiian Civic Club of Kona-Kuakini, organized in 2003, believes in being a strong voice at County,
State and Federal levels, and supports the AHCC’s mission to serve with pono in advocacy of culture,
health, economic development, education, social welfare and nationhood.

The Hawaiian Civic Club of Kona-Kuakini stands in support of the department’s ‘Aina Mauna Legacy
Program and we applaud the long-term vision to conserve and restore these lands for future generations.
DHHLs commitment to reforest important native forest areas will assure the continued health of many
native and endemic species.

As President, | am encouraged by the first rural homesteading opportunity for the Humu‘ula/Pi‘ihonua
lands and the economic possibilities it will bring to Native Hawaiians. How wonderful it will be when the
agricultural operations planned for ‘Aina Mauna, including commercial koa forest management
operations, provide a means for Native Hawaiian beneficiaries.

‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program has the long-term vision to be the crown jewel for Native Hawaiian
beneficiaries for generations to come.

The Hawaiian Civic Club of Kona-Kuakini enthusiastically supports the department’s plans for the
Humu‘ula/Pi‘ihonua lands.

Mahalo,

Gene “Bucky” Leslie
President




FHOo KK\ AL

November 20, 2009

Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairman
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalaniana' ole

91-5420 Kapolei Parkway

Kapolei, HI 96707

Subject: Letter of Support for Aina Mauna Legacy Program
Aloha Chairman Park:

Before addressing the merits of the Aina Mauna Legacy Program, let me
emphasize how professional and transparent the process of public consultation
has been, to date. Both supporters and detractors have been listened to very
carefully and through this intense dialogue much has been learned. What unites
all parties is our combined love of the land and respect for this special mountain.

In voicing my support for this program let me focus on three key elements:

1) Functionality: We have a societal responsibility to make these lands
productive through reforestation. And, while it won't happen overnight,
making the land productive is a core Hawaiian cultural value.

2) Opportunity: Native Hawaiians will benefit from the added opportunities
in homesteading and new careers in forestry and environmental tourism.
The restored forest will inspire a return to the appropriate Hawaiian
cultural practices, as well.

3) Flexibility: While immediate approval of the proposed plan is prudent,
the plan is framed in a way that preserves flexibility; so in the future as
needs change the plan can adapt.

Cease the moment, DHHL and move to approve this plan immediately and effect
its implementation. In doing so, you will again be fulfilling your mandate of
reconnecting native peoples with their native places.

E Malama Moku o Keawe,

g n De Fries
esident and CEO

1250 Oceanside Partners « 78-6831 Ali'i Drive « Suite K15 o Kailua-Kona, Hawai'i 96740-2440
phone 808-324-1500 + fax 808-324-0171 « wwuw.hokulia.com




November 20, 2009

Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalaniana'ole

91-5420 Kapolei Parkway

Kapolei, HI 96707

Re: Aina Mauna Legacy Program

Pohakuloa Training Area (PTA) supports the Aina Mauna Legacy Program. As an adjoining
neighbor to the project site, we appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on your
proposal.

We concur with the concept “to protect approximately 56,000 acres of native Hawaiian forest
that is ecologically, culturally and economically self-sustaining for the Hawaiian Home Lands
Trust, its beneficiaries and the community.” This is a great complement to our environmental

efforts here at PTA.

The U.S Army Garrison — Pohakuloa shares your commitment to protecting the region’s natural
and cultural resources. In addition to our mission and vision of being the best military training
area in the Pacific, we endeavor to set the standard for environmental stewardship and energy
efficiency. The natural and cultural resources personnel at PTA are working diligently to protect
the environment in order to allow the Army and the other services to train here.

We note that you emphasize the need for partnerships to implement your proposal. As your
neighbor, we see this as an important opportunity and look forward to working with you in this
regard. We regularly collaborate with adjoining and neighboring properties and in 2006 The
PTA environmental program was selected by the US Fish and Wildlife Service for the Military
Installation Conservation Partner Award for natural resource conservation achievements through
cooperative work with the Service and others. Our Federal Fire department routinely assists with
prescribed burns of gorse infestation at Huum’ula.

We encourage you to continue this program and move forward with its implementation. The
plan sets a good example for all of us to follow and we are standing by to assist you in the
process of long-term improvements.

Respectfully Submitted,

Stephen W. Troute
Community Relations Specialist
Pohakuloa Training Area



All'i Sir Herman K. K. Kana'e, K.G.C.K. www.royalorderofkamehameha.org Ali'i Sir Francis Ching, K.G.C.K.
Ali'i Nul & GrandMaster Kiikd Slelo Nul

Office of the Kaka’clelo Nui

Ali'i Chapter, Heiau O Na Ali'i
P.O. Box 1924
Kailua Kona, Hawaii 96745

November 25, 2009

Peter T. Young

President, Ho'okuleana LLC

25 Kane'ohe Bay Drive, Suite 212
Kailua, Hawaii 96734

SUBJECT: DHHL Aina Mauna Legacy Program
Greetings Mr. Peter Young,

We received the executive summary report for the above program. Please accept our
letter of support for the ‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program on Hawai’i Island.

The lands of Humu'ula and Pi'ihonua represent the most important native forest areas
remaining in the DHHL trust. The Legacy Programs' mission to protect our native forest is an
important step in preserving the lands that are ecologically, culturally and economically self-
sustaining for its beneficiaries and our Hawaiian community.

The Order of Kamehameha I was established on April 11, 1865 by his Majesty King
Kamehameha V (Lot Kapuaiwa) to honor the legacy of his grandfather, the unifier of these
islands, Kamehameha the Great. The Order was re-organized by Prince Jonah Kihid
Kalaniana'ole in 1902. One of the Orders major purpose is to preserve and perpetuate the
ancient customs and traditions of Hawai’i.

The Royal Order lives in peaceful coexistence with the United States Government, but
sees the restoration and preservation of our native lands as a priority, and the only viable
option that ensures the life of the land, and its uniqueness of Hawai’i Nei. We will continue
to assure that our Native Hawaiian traditional & customary gathering rights in areas such as
this is protected. It is our duty.



SUBJECT: DHHL "Aina Mauna Legacy Program
Page 2

The uplands of Humu‘ula and Pithonua was once rich in natural resources. It provided
our ancestors with much fruit and wood materials such as koa, Bhi’a and mamane for
housing. The lower valleys were suited for cultivation of crops and fresh water fishing. Now
this area has been taken over by the gorse weed and we have watched the dwindling of our

native fauna through the years. We feel that with proper management, this area will be
protected for future generations.

If you find the need for our assistance in the future, do not hesitate to contact us
through our website, www.royalorderofkamehameha.org.

"In the light of our ancestors”
Me ka oia ‘i'o,
0L be . Qe o

Ali'i Sir Francis K.W. Ching, K.G.C.K. =l
Kaka'olelo Nui

cc: Ali'l Nui, Plkaua Nui, Mamo Ali"i Nui, Kaka'clelo Nui





