Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

Native American Housing and Self Determination Act

Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant

Community Grant Program 2011
DHHL is pleased to announce the availability of grants funded by the Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant (NHHBG) as authorized by the Native American Housing and Self Determination Act (NAHASDA).  The Community Grant Program 2011 makes grant funds available to Subrecipients that are nonprofit organizations, for-profit corporations, and public agencies to conduct housing related projects for low-income Hawaiian families eligible to reside on Hawaiian home lands and in accordance with the 2010 Native Hawaiian Housing Plan.
IMPORTANT DATES

	Grant Applications Available
	April 11, 2011

	Application Deadline
	June 10, 2011

	Notification of Award
	September 2011


ELIGIBLE CATEGORIES & ACTIVITIES

The NHHBG Community Grant Program funds five categories of affordable housing activities: Development, Housing Services, Housing Management Services, Crime Prevention & Safety Activities, and Model Activities.  A list of NHHBG eligible activities is attached.  All proposals for this grant cycle must be in alignment with the 2010 Native Hawaiian Housing Plan (NHHP) and must target native Hawaiians residing on, or eligible to reside on, Hawaiian home lands with total household income that is at or below 80% of the area median income level. Current income limits can be found at http://hawaii.gov/dhhl/nahasda/faqs. The 2010 Native Hawaiian Housing Plan can be found on the DHHL website at http://hawaii.gov/dhhl/nahasda.
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Grant applications must be submitted on the forms provided by DHHL.  Applications may be found online at http://hawaii.gov/dhhl/nahasda/appkit, picked up at DHHL’s Kapolei Office or you may request that an application be mailed to you by calling DHHL at 620-9285.

Completed applications must be mailed to:

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

P.O. Box 1879

Honolulu, Hawaii  96805

Packets must be postmarked no later than June 10, 2011.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

FOR THE 2011 COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM
Eligible NHHBG Community Grant Program activities listed are pursuant to Title VIII of the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (NAHASDA) interim  (June 13, 2002) and final (November 28, 2003) rules.  All activities listed below may NOT be eligible for this grant cycle and it is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that their proposal meets the Goals and Objectives set forth in DHHL’s 2010 NHHP.  

SUMMARY OF ELIGIBLE CATEGORIES AND ACTIVITIES

Eligible affordable housing categories are 1) development, 2) housing services, 3) housing management services, 4) crime prevention and safety activities and 5) model activities.  
Category 1 - Development  - All development must occur on Hawaiian home lands.

(a)  NAHASDA funds may be used for the acquisition, new construction, reconstruction, or moderate or substantial rehabilitation of affordable housing for homeownership or rental, which may include:

(1)   Real property acquisition;

(2)   Acquisition of affordable housing;

(3)   Financing acquisition of affordable housing by homebuyers through:

(i) Down payment assistance

(ii) Closing cost assistance

(iii) Direct lending; and

(iv) Interest subsidies or other financial assistance

(4)   New construction of affordable housing;

(5)   Reconstruction of affordable housing;

(6)   Moderate rehabilitation of affordable housing, including but not limited to:

(i) Lead-based paint hazards elimination or reduction;

(ii) Improvements to provide physical accessibility for disabled persons; and 

(iii) Energy-related improvements;

(7)   Substantial rehabilitation of affordable housing, including but not limited to:

(i) Lead-based paint hazards elimination or reduction;

(ii) Improvements to provide physical accessibility for disabled persons; and 

(iii) Energy related improvements

(8)   Site improvement, including recreational areas and playgrounds for use by residents of 

affordable housing and on-site streets and sidewalks in housing areas already assisted with the Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant (NHHBG);

(9)   The development of utilities and utility services;

(10)  Conversion

(11)  Demolition

(12)  Administration and planning; and

(13) Other related activities, such as environmental review and architectural and engineering  

         plans for the affordable housing project.

(b)  Multi-unit projects.  Funds may be used to assist one or more housing units in a multi-unit project.  Only the actual NAHASDA eligible development costs of the assisted units may be charged to the NAHASDA Program.  If the assisted and unassisted units are not comparable in terms of size, features, and cost of bedrooms, the actual cost of the NAHASDA-assisted units can be determined by prorating the total NAHASDA eligible development costs of the project so that the proportion of the total development costs charged to the NAHASDA Programs does not exceed the proportion of the NAHASDA-assisted units in the project.

Category 2 - Housing Services 

Funds may be used for the provision of housing-related services for affordable housing, including:

(a)   Housing counseling in connection with rental or homeownership assistance;

(b) The establishment and support of resident organizations and resident management corporations;

(c)  Energy auditing;

(d)  Activities related to the provisions of self-sufficiency and other services;

(e)  Homelessness prevention activities;

(f)    Payments to prevent foreclosure on a home; and

(g) Other services related to assisting owners, tenants, contractors, and other entities participating or seeking to participate in other housing activities assisted pursuant to the Act and this part.

Category 3 - Housing Management Services 

Funds may be used for the provision of management services for affordable housing, including:

(a)  The preparation of work specifications;

(b)  Loan processing;

(c)  Inspections;

(d)  Tenant selection;

(e)  Management of tenant-based rental assistance; and

(f)  Management of affordable housing projects.

Category 4 - Crime Prevention and Safety Activities 

Funds may be used for the provision of safety, security, and law enforcement measures and activities appropriate to protect residents of affordable housing from crime, including the costs of:

(a)  Physical improvements for affordable housing to enhance security, such as, fences, monitors, locks, and additional lighting;

(b)  Security personnel for affordable housing; and

(c)  Equipment for patrols

Category 5 - Model Activities 

Funds may be used for housing activities under model programs that are:

(a)  Designed to carry out the purposes of the Act and this part; and

(b)  Specifically approved by HUD as appropriate for those purposes (HUD approval is required prior to Notice to Proceed).

NAHASDA funds may only be used for eligible categories/activities listed above that are consistent with DHHL’s 2010 Native Hawaiian Housing Plan. 

Types of proposals NOT being sought at this time:

1. Proposals for infrastructure development.

2. Proposals for energy-related improvements that may be similar in scope or nature to any ARRA funded energy projects currently in place at DHHL, at the discretion of DHHL.

