
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

News Release 

 LINDA LINGLE 
 GOVERNOR

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Lillian B. Koller, Esq., DIRECTOR


DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES


Phone: (808) 586-4997


Fax: (808) 586-4890
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DHS Announces Plans to Share Records with HPD

Page 2 of 2


For Immediate Release: January 24, 2008

TO INCREASE SAFETY OF AT-RISK CHILDREN, DHS DEVELOPS PLANS TO SHARE COMPUTER DATABASE WITH POLICE
IMPORTANT CHILD SAFETY LEGISLATION ALSO PROPOSED
HONOLULU – In an unprecedented move to increase the safety of vulnerable children, the Department of Human Services (DHS) has announced plans to give the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) direct access to internal records from the child welfare system. 
DHS is also offering to provide computers, software and training for police officers to help with their risk assessments when these first responders encounter possible cases of child abuse or neglect. Officials from DHS and HPD held discussions this week on how to move ahead with this expanded information-sharing proposal. After this initial rollout, DHS plans to make this information sharing available to police departments statewide.
“The murder of toddler Cyrus Belt horrified the people of Hawai‘i and dramatically underscored the importance of protecting our children from harm,” DHS Director Lillian Koller said. “By creating a closer working relationship between our State agency and the County police departments, we can collectively make better informed decisions about whether or not to place a child in emergency foster care.

“We will never know if sharing our confidential files could have saved the life of Cyrus, but heightened communication between first responders and DHS staff can certainly prevent future tragedies,” Koller added.
While federal privacy restrictions and other issues need to be worked out regarding a record-sharing arrangement, DHS wants to provide law enforcement with all child welfare records that could prove useful when police officers respond to calls. Officers can also receive information by contacting the DHS Child Abuse Reporting hotline at 832-5300.

DHS is in the process of replacing its child protective services information system, which dates back to the early 1980s, with an Internet-based system that is much more technologically advanced and user friendly. Testing of the new system is scheduled to begin in 2009. When the database goes online, police officers could have the ability to search DHS records from computer terminals in their squad cars.

In another move to protect vulnerable children, DHS is working with the State Senate and House to pass legislation introduced by the Lingle-Aiona Administration. One measure (Senate Bill 3055 and House Bill 3133) would add family members to the group of persons required to report known child abuse or neglect. 
Another measure (Senate Bill 3056 and House Bill 3134) would establish a pilot project allowing DHS to conduct “well child” follow-up visits in the homes of children who have been reported but not confirmed as abused or neglected.
While both measures were created in response to the severe abuse suffered by Indigo Wright, who nearly died of starvation last year, the passage of these bills may also help prevent tragedies like the Cyrus Belt case, Koller said.
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