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For Immediate Release: March 19, 2008
SENATOR AKAKA, LT. GOVERNOR AIONA, DHS DIRECTOR KOLLER PRESENT $17.7 MILLION TO PRIVATE HOSPITALS FOR CHARITY CARE
DHS Also Previously Secured $175 Million in Federal funds to Help Hospitals
HONOLULU – U.S. Senator Daniel K. Akaka, Lt. Governor James R. “Duke” Aiona, Jr. and Department of Human Services (DHS) Director Lillian Koller distributed nearly $17.7 million to Hawai`i’s private hospitals today to help with the cost of providing charity care for uninsured patients. The check presentation ceremony took place at the Healthcare Association of Hawai`i headquarters in Honolulu.
The money includes $10 million in federal funding obtained by Senator Akaka from the Disproportionate Share Hospital payment program. The $7,699,115 in matching state funds were recently released by Governor Linda Lingle after DHS obtained the required approvals from the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).
“Hospitals in Hawai`i are struggling to care for the increasing number of people without access to health insurance,” Senator Akaka said. “I am proud that we have secured this funding to help Hawai`i hospitals meet the rising healthcare needs of our communities. These resources will reinforce our public health system in Hawai`i.”
“Our hospitals must remain financially viable to continue providing quality care for all our residents,” Lt. Governor Aiona said. “These funds represent another step forward in our Administration’s on-going commitment to provide uninsured residents with access to quality healthcare, regardless of their ability to pay.”


“During a time of rising healthcare costs, this combination of federal and state funding will help our private hospitals continue to provide quality services for Hawai`i residents,” Koller said. “We are very grateful to Senator Akaka, Governor Lingle, Lt. Governor Aiona and the Legislature for their support.”

This latest funding for hospitals is in addition to about $175 million in federal dollars DHS has secured from CMS since 2005 to help public and private hospitals provide charity care to uninsured patients. Prior to 2005, Hawai`i hospitals had not received federal funds for charity care since 1994. 

Private Hospitals Receiving $17.7 Million in Federal and State Funds:

Castle Medical Center
$1,092,035.40
Kahuku Hospital
$79,646.02
Kaiser Permanente Medical Center
$1,077,876.10
Kapi`olani Medical Center at Pali Momi
$844,247.79
Kapi`olani Medical Center for Women and Children
$2,599,999.99
Kuakini Medical Center
$506,194.69
Moloka`i General Hospital
$83,185.84
North Hawai`i Community Hospital
$276,106.19
Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific
$263,716.81
Hawai`i Medical Center – East 
$1,279,646.01
Hawai`i Medical Center – West
$906,194.69
Straub Clinic and Hospital
$1,447,787.61
The Queen’s Medical Center
$6,171,681.40
Wahiawa General Hospital
$446,017.70
Wilcox Memorial Hospital
$624,778.76
Total funding for private hospitals
$17,699,115.00
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