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POLICY DIRECTIVE

PA 2005-5 Kinship Placement (06-13-05) reaffirms DHS policy to seek and assess kin as foster, adoptive, and/or permanent placement for children under the Department’s custody.  In the absence of safety factors, as defined in accordance with the CWSB Differential Response Intake Assessment, placement with kin meeting CWSB licensing requirements shall be a priority in order to maintain life-long and enduring family connections and as a permanent resource for children.  Kin is defined as both maternal and paternal relatives, adult siblings, or individuals not biologically or legally related to the family, including but not limited to family friends, caregivers, or faith leader, but who are, nevertheless, perceived as “family” by the children and/or their family members.

DHS assumes placement responsibility for children due to maltreatment as defined in the Child Protective Act, Hawaii Revised Statutes, Chapter 587.  In the absence of any statutory definition or guidelines for “the best interests of the children” in §587-1, CWSB staff shall apply the following Safe Family Home Guidelines’ (SFHG) factors in §587-25 when using “the best interests of the children” in assessing and selecting kin as foster and/or adoptive placement:

--  Are there perpetrators of harm and/or threatened harm in the home?

--  Whether there is a confirmed history of abusive or assaultive conduct by the kin?

--  Whether there is a confirmed history of substance abuse by the kin?

--  Whether the kin has the ability to protect the child from further harm and to ensure that any current protective orders are enforced?

--  Whether there is a support system or extended family and/or friends available to the kin?

--  Whether the kin has an understanding and willingness to utilize services recommended to effectuate a safe home for the child?

--  Whether the kin has the ability to adequately parent the child especially in the areas of communication, nurturing, child development, perception of the child and meeting the child’s physical and emotional needs?
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All child placement decisions are subject to Family Court review.  This policy directive does not interfere with the Family Court’s discretion to decide what is in the best interests of the children, nor does it apply to guardians-ad-litem.  This policy directive applies only to CWSB staff representing the position of DHS.

Placement planning shall commence within one week of the identified kin meeting CWSB licensing requirements and assessment criteria as defined in the above referenced SFHG factors.  When planning for and transitioning children to kin placement, the assigned worker shall include all parties, including but not limited to birth parents, the child, siblings, family members, existing foster parents, guardian-ad-litem, therapist, and/or other significant individuals in the child’s life.  CWSB supervisors are responsible to ensure that the transition process is completed expeditiously.  

