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POLICY DIRECTIVE 

PA 2005-5 Kinship Placement (06-13-05) reaffirms the Department of Human Services’ (DHS) policy to seek and assess kin as foster, adoptive, and/or permanent placement for children under the Department’s custody and that kin placement shall be a priority to maintain life-long family connections.  Kin is defined as both maternal and paternal relatives, adult siblings, or individuals not biologically or legally related to the family, including but not limited to family friends, caregivers, or faith leader who are, nevertheless, perceived as “family” by the children and/or their family members.  To ensure compliance with DHS position and policy and PA 2005-5, CWSB staff shall abide by the following process:

1. All Permanent Plans (PP) must be reviewed, approved, and signed by the assigned Section Administrator (SA) on behalf of the Department and a signed copy must be faxed to the Program Development Administrator for review PRIOR TO and no later than five (5) working days before submission to and/or filing with Family Court.

2. All PP must clearly identify and list all DHS efforts to pursue, locate, and engage kin, meeting CWSB licensing requirements, as a permanent placement. The search for kin, including Ohana Conferencing with maternal and paternal family members, shall continue throughout the life of a case to locate kin until adoption, legal guardianship, or permanent custody is awarded.  Consent from the birth parents is NOT needed to convene an Ohana Conference.

3. Risk-adopt placements of newborns with non-kin is prohibited unless approved by the assigned SA after DHS efforts, including Ohana Conferencing with maternal and paternal family members, have been exhausted and failed to locate suitable kin as defined in PA 2005-5 Kinship Placement (06-13-05) and PA 2005-7 Standards for Kin Placement           (09-02-05).  All unsuccessful efforts by DHS to locate suitable kin shall be documented and reported to the assigned SA for monitoring.

4.
Once a PP is approved, changes to the PP are not allowed when a case is transferred to another worker, unit, or section, unless the change is approved by the SA either (a) when a confirmation of safety factor against the proposed permanent caretaker(s) is made by CWSB staff, as defined in accordance with the CWSB Differential Response Intake Assessment, or (b) the child/ren’s removal is requested by the proposed permanent caretaker(s). 

