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away sa lv in ia
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Happy  new year  f i she rmen  and  women!
New f i sh ing  r egu la t i ons  r ega rd ing  changes  i n
min imum s izes ,  seasons  and  l imi t s  wen t  in to  e f fec t
on  Dec .  19 ,  2002 .   Mos t  changes  invo lved
increas ing  the  min imum s izes  fo r  ce r ta in  regu la ted
spec ies .  P lease  see  inse r t  fo r  a l l  min imum s ize
c h a n g e s .

T h e  n e w  r u l e s  a l s o  c h a n g e  t h e  w a y  f i s h  a r e
measured .  F i she r s  mus t  now measure  a  f i sh ’s  fo rk
l e n g t h ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  s n o u t  t o  t h e
fork  of  the  caudal  ( ta i l )  f in .  Previous ly,  minimum
s i z e s  a p p l i e d  t o  a  f i s h ’s  t o t a l  l e n g t h ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e
f r o m  t h e  s n o u t  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t a i l .

Wil l iam Devick,  administrator  of  DLNR’s
Div i s ion  o f  Aqua t i c  Resou rce s  (DAR)  s ays  t ha t
t h e  c h a n g e s  w e r e  b e c a u s e  p r e v i o u s  o n e s  h a d  n o
b io log ica l  bas i s .

“Minimum s izes  were  increased,  for  example ,
based  on  s i ze  a t  s exua l  ma tu r i t y.  Fo r  t he se
popu la r  sho re l ine  f i sh ,  we  wan t  t o  g ive  them a
c h a n c e  t o   r e p r o d u c e  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e
consumed .  Th i s  measu re  shou ld  he lp  t o  r ebu i l d
the i r  popu la t i ons . ”

Note:  We apologize  for any confusion that  the
l i s ted  minimum s izes  in  the  December  i s sue
caused.  The  s izes  have  s ince  changed.  P lease
refer  to  insert  for  a l l  other  revised minimum
s i z e s .

1151 PUNCHBOWL STREET, ROOM #330, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813
587-0100

Fork  Length :  snout  to  fo rk

A  s q u a r e  p a t c h  o f
th i ck  g r een  l eaves
wi th  whi te ,  b r i s t ly
h a i r s  f l o a t s  o n  t h e
su r f ace  o f
f reshwate r  l akes
and  s t r eams .  I t
f e e d s  o n  n u t r i e n t s
a n d  i s  n o u r i s h e d  b y
t h e  s u n  a n d  a s  a
re su l t  i t  g rows .  In

f a v o r a b l e  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  S a l v i n i a  m o l e s t a ,  a n
a l i en  aqua t i c  weed  spec i e s ,  doub le s  i n  s i ze  a f t e r
on ly  7  t o  10  days .  In  op t ima l  cond i t i ons ,  p l an t
p o p u l a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  d o u b l e  i n  s i z e
a f t e r  2  t o  4  d a y s .

The  wor ld ’s  mos t  nox ious  aqua t i c  weed  was
f i r s t  d i scovered  in  Apr i l  1999  in  Enchanted  Lake ,
Ka i lua ,  c anvas s ing  bod i e s  o f   f r e shwa te r  and
caus ing  des t ruc t ion .  In  November  o f  2002 ,  i t  was
d i s cove red  i n  Lake  Wi l son ,  Wah iawa  and  a t  one
po in t  cove red  95  pe rcen t  o f  t he  l ake .

 
As  a  sho r t - t e rm so lu t ion ,  i n  l a t e  Feb rua ry,

t he  s t a t e  c l o sed  t he  Lake  Wi l son  St a t e  Rec rea t i on
Area  un t i l  f u r t he r  no t i c e  t o  s e t  up  heavy  mach ine ry
to  r emove  Sa lv in ia  mo le s ta  f rom the  wa te r.  I n
addi t ion ,  envi ronmenta l ly - f r iendly  herb ic ide  ca l led
A q u a  M a s t e r  w a s  u s e d  t o  t r e a t  t h e  l a k e  t w i c e .



Spiny Lobster Season
Slipper Lobster Season
& Kona Crab Season
wil l  be  closed  Apr i l  31st .
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Closed  Season:

Moi  Season  wil l  open  September  1s t  and wi l l  run
t i l l  May 31st .  Remember
that  minimum size for
home consumpt ion  o r
sa le  i s  11  inches ,  fo rk
leng th .

(continued from SALVINIA WEEVIL)

Open  Season:

From November to June
halau  ( juveni le  akule
measur ing  under  8-1/2
inches  in  to t a l  l eng th )
may  be  t aken  wi th  ne t s .

*See January 2003 edit ion of  the  Hawaii  f i shing
regulations for further information regarding
akule  nets .

License ,  Rules  and Regula t ions

Mullet  Season  ( for
'ama 'ama or  s t r iped
mul le t )  i s  now open  as  of
Apr i l  1s t  and  wi l l  run
unt i l  November  30th .

F i sh ing  w i l l  con t inue  on  consecu t ive
weekends ,  Sa tu rdays  and  Sundays  on ly,  un t i l  a l l
pe rmi t t ed  ang le r s ’  t imes  have  been  accommoda ted .

En t ry  wi l l  be  s t r i c t ly  l imi ted  to  those  who
h a v e  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t i m e  s l o t ,  w h i c h
a r e  i n d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  c a r d s ,  a n d  t o  s u p e r v i s i n g
adu l t s  f o r  mino r s  ho ld ing  app rop r i a t e  en t ry  ca rds .

Ang le r s  mus t  pa r t i c ipa t e  du r ing  t he  pe r iod
they  a r e  a s s igned  to  f i sh .  The re  w i l l  be  no  makeup
p e r i o d s  o r  r e f u n d s .

T h o s e  8  y e a r s  o l d  o r  y o u n g e r  a r e  n o t
r equ i r ed  t o  be  l i c ensed ,  bu t  mus t  be  accompan ied
by  a  l i c ensed ,  supe rv i s i ng  adu l t .  They  may  a l so
p u r c h a s e  a  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  b a g
l imi t .Cardho lde r s  15  yea r s  o ld  o r  younger  mus t  be
accompan ied  by  a  supe rv i s i ng  adu l t .

The  bag  l imi t  i s  two  channe l  ca t f i sh  pe r
l i c ensed  ang l e r.  Any  channe l  c a t f i sh  16  i nches  l ong
o r  l a r g e r  m u s t  b e  k e p t  b y  t h e  a n g l e r  a n d  b e  c o u n t e d
toward  the  bag  l imi t .

For  fur ther  informat ion,  ca l l  DLNR’s
Div is ion  of  Aquat ic  Resources  a t  587-0100 .

(continued from CATFISH CARDS)

“ A q u a  M a s t e r  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  s a f e  f o r  a q u a t i c  l i f e , ”  s a i d
B i l l  Dev i ck ,  admin i s t r a to r  o f  t he  s t a t e  D iv i s i on  o f
Aqua t i c  Resou rce s .

G ian t  s a lv in i a ,  t he  common  name  fo r  t he  weed ,
c a n  ove rg row and  r ep l ace  na t i ve  p l an t  spec i e s .  I t
p r e v e n t s  l i g h t  a n d  a t m o s p h e r i c  o x y g e n  f r o m  e n t e r i n g
t h e  w a t e r.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d e c o m p o s i n g  m a t e r i a l  d r o p s  t o
t h e  b o t t o m ,  c o n s u m i n g  d i s s o l v e d  o x y g e n  n e e d e d  b y  f i s h
and  o the r  aqua t i c  l i f e .

A s  S a l v i n i a  m o l e s t a  m a t u r e s  t h e i r  s t e m s
s p o n t a n e o u s l y  f a l l  o f f  a n d  n e w  b r a n c h e s  g r o w  f r o m
t h o s e  f r a g m e n t s .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  h e l p s  t h e  w e e d  t o
r e p r o d u c e ,  w i t h s t a n d  p e r i o d s  o f  s t r e s s  a n d   l o w
t e m p e r a t u r e .

 O n e  i s s u e  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  A q u a t i c
R e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  D e p a r m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a r e
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  o n  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g
w e e v i l s  t h a t  f e e d  o n  S a l v i n i a  m o l e s t a .

“The  weev i l  Cyr tobagous  s a lv inae ,  a  na t i ve
o f  Sou th  Amer i ca ,  ha s  been  u sed  w i th  g r ea t
s u c c e s s  t o  c o n t r o l  S a l v i n i a  m o l e s t a  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s
of  the  wor ld ,”  sa id  Mike  Yamamoto ,  aqua t ic
b io log i s t  fo r  the  DAR.  “Before  th i s  weev i l  can  be
in t roduced  to  Hawa i i ,  i n  an  a t t empt  t o  con t ro l  t he
ou tb reak  o f  S .  mo les t a  he re ,  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  need  to
be  su re  t ha t  t h i s  weev i l  w i l l  no t  a t t ack  na t ive
p lan t s ,  o r  o the r  p lan t s  o f  commerc ia l  impor tance
here  in  Hawai i .”

Ya m a m o t o  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  St a t e ’s  D O A h a s  a n
exce l l en t  r eco rd  when  i t  comes  to  t he  use  o f  b io -
c o n t r o l  a g e n t s .

“They  have  a  p ro toco l ,  wh ich  i nvo lves
t e s t i n g  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  s p e c i e s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  C .
sa lv inae  wi th  a  number  o f  p l an t  spec i e s .  Th i s  may
t a k e  u p  t o  a  y e a r.  I f  a l l  g o e s  a s  p l a n n e d  a n d  t h e
w e e v i l  d o e s  n o t  h a r m  o t h e r  p l a n t  s p e c i e s ,  t h e
n e c e s s a r y  r e p o r t s  a n d  a p p r o v a l s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e
ob ta ined  be fo re  t he  weev i l  c an  be  r e l ea sed , ”  s a id
Yamamoto.

Jus t  a  r eminder  fo r  ang le r s ,  Nuuanu  Rese rvo i r  No .
4  wi l l  r eopen  May  4  fo r  weekend  channe l  ca t f i sh
f i sh ing .

The  dead l ine  fo r  submi t t i ng  app l i ca t ions  i s
4p .m.  Apr i l  19 .  A  drawing  wi l l  be  he ld  to  ass ign
each  ca rdho lde r  a  f i sh ing  da t e  and  t ime  and  a l l
ca rdho lde r s  wi l l  be  r equ i red  to  show a  va l id
freshwater gaming license while fishing

.Each  f i sh ing  day  a t  Nuuanu  wi l l  be  d iv ided
in to  two ,   fou r -hour  f i sh ing  pe r iods :  a  morn ing
s e s s i o n  f r o m  7  t o  1 1  a . m .  a n d  a n  a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n
f rom noon  to  4  p .m.

Anglers!  Apply  for  Cat f ish f ishing
before Apr i l  19
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Hawa i ` i s  F ish ing  Agrega t ion  Dev ices  Today
To da te  the re  a re  55  FADS th roughout  the  s t a te  o f  Hawai ’ i :  18  a re  in  the  wa te r s
sur rounding  the  Big  I s land ,  14  a re  in  O’ahu ,  14  a re  in  Maui  County  (which  inc lude
Lana’ i ,  Moloka’ i ,  and Kaho’olawe)  and 9  are  in  Kaua’ i .

Mos t  r ecen t l y,  t he r e  have  been  on ly  two  buoys  mi s s ing .   P r e t t y  good ,
cons ide r ing  the  l ike l ihood  o f  th i s  occur rence .   Buoys  genera l ly  s t r ay  f rom the i r
i n i t i a l  ancho red  spo t  because  o f  t he  wea r  and  t ea r  o f  t he  ocean  waves  and  when
los t  can  t ake  a  ve ry  long  t ime  to  r ep lace .

FAD Spec ia l i s t ,  War ren  Cor tez ,  runs  the  FAD s ta t ion  loca ted  a t  Sand
Is land .   He  rece ives  ca l l s  f rom f i she rman  ac ross  the  g lobe  ask ing  fo r  adv ice  on
FADS.   Mos t  r ecen t ly  Aus t ra l i a ,  Fu j i ,  t he  Marsha l l  I s l ands ,  and  the  Car ibbean

have  ca l l ed .
“Our  p rog ram i s  t he  longes t  runn ing  and  p robab ly  the  bes t  a s  f a r  a s  e ff i c i ency, "  s ays  Cor t ez  o f

the  s t a t e ’s  p rog ram.   I t  i s  because  o f  r ea sons  such  a s  t he se  t ha t  Hawa i ` i  ha s  become  one  o f  t he  l e ade r s ’s
in  FAD sys tems .

Most  count r ies  tha t  implement  a  FAD program work  more  l ike  a  co-op ,  f i sherman pay  for  the  use
of  the  FAD's .   In  Hawai ` i ,  however,  the  p rogram i s  s t a t ewide .   I t  ope ra tes  on  fund ing  f rom the  s t a t e  and
b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  s u c c e s s ,  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x i s t .

“Peop le  u sua l ly  i nqu i r e  abou t  cos t s  and  ma te r i a l s ,  t hey  a re  e i t he r  s t a r t i ng  o r  have  ju s t  begun
and  we’ve  been  do ing  t h i s  f o r  so  l ong  t ha t  we ’ve  deve loped  a  p r e t t y  good  sys t em,"  s a id  Cor t ez .  He  s ays
tha t  t he  des ign  o f  t he  cu r r en t  buoy  i s  good ,  he  on ly  s ees  room fo r  improvemen t  i n  ha rdware  ( such  a s  t he
top  cha in  and  rope ) .   A l l  i n  a l l ,  h e  ca l l s  t he  buoys  t he  be s t  we  can  have  a t  t he  be s t  co s t .

Wi th  a  modes t  budge t ,  generous  feedback  f rom Hawai i ’s  f i shermen  and  women,  and  exper ienced
FAD manager s ,  t he  s t a t ewide  FAD sys t em con t inues  to  ope ra t e  smoo th ly.

Tab l e  1 .1  FAD CATCHES BY ISLAND,  FA D  AND FISHING TRIP COUNT CALENDAR
Y E A R  2 0 0 1 ,  S t a t e  o f  H a w a i i

* * D u e  t o  l o w  l e v e l  o f  f i s h e r m a n  r e p o r t i n g  a n d  t o  p r e s e r v e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y,  d a t a  f o r  o t h e r
f i sh ing  me thods  a r e  no t  l i s t ed .

I s l a n d              FA D     L o c a t i o n                            L b s .       #  Tr i ps    L b s . / Tr i p       L b s .        # Tr i ps    L b s . / Tr i p

Hawai ’ i
H i g h e s t              D     K u m u k a h i        1 2 . 0     2 4 , 9 5 8    126     1 9 8 . 1          8 5 , 3 7 2       8 8        9 7 0 . 1
L o w e s t              Z Z    W a i m a  P t .       1 2 . 0 1 ,880     3 1      6 0 . 6     — —      — —        — -
Average            11         9 , 4 8 7    104      9 3            1 8 , 9 0 1        4 5        2 9 9

O’ahu
H i g h e s t             S      P o k a i  B a y      1 2 . 0      4 8 , 8 1 5     5 6 9      8 5 . 8    768         1 5        5 1 . 2
L o w e s t               P      P e n g u i n          9 . 9        2 , 8 9 0      3 5      8 2 . 6   — —       — —       — —
                                    B a n k s
Average                        11        1 7 , 8 0 7      2 0 2       8 8             2 , 7 1 6         1 9           9 8

MauiCounty
H i g h e s t            J J    K a m o h i o         1 2 . 0      3 2 , 5 9 7     1 6 0     2 0 3 . 7  2 ,169        11        1 9 7 . 2
L o w e s t            N L    N u ’ u          1 0 . 5        1 , 3 6 9       1 2     11 4 . 1              — —      — —       — —
Average           11           8 , 2 0 3     1 0 4       9 0                — —      — —       — —

Kauai
H i g h e s t          C K   M a k a h u ’ e n a    1 0 . 7     1 6 , 5 5 5      1 8 2          9 1              2 , 7 7 5        11       2 5 2 . 3

Pt.
L o w e s t            B B    M o l o a ’ a           4 . 3  467       6        7 7 . 8   — —       — -         — —
Av e r a g e                                            9 . 7       5 , 6 2 2     7 2 . 2         8 3 . 7           5 , 2 6 6     1 6 . 2 5      2 7 8

Tu n a  H a n d l i n eTr o l l i n g#  o f
Months

on
station



The  Depa r tmen t  o f  Land  and  Na tu ra l  Resou rce s  r ece ive s  f i nanc i a l  suppo r t  unde r  t he  Fede ra l  A id  i n  Spo r t  F i sh  Res to r a t i on  and  o the r  f ede ra l  p rog rams .   Unde r
T i t l e  VI  o f  t he  C iv i l  R igh t s  Ac t  o f  1964 ,  Sec t i on  504  o f  t he  Rehab i l i t a t i on  Ac t  o f  1973 ,  T i t l e  I I  o f  t he  Amer i cans  w i th  D i sab l i t i e s  Ac t  o f  1990 ,  t he  Age
Disc r imina t i on  Ac t  o f  1975 ,  T i t l e  IX  o f  Educa t i on  Amendmen t s  o f  1972 ,  and  t he  l aws  o f  t he  S t a t e  o f  Hawa i i ,  t he  U .S .  Depa r tmen t  o f  t he  In t e r i o r  and  t he  S t a t e  o f
Hawa i i  p roh ib i t  d i s c r imina t i on  on  t he  ba s i s  o f  r ace ,  co lo r,  r e l i g ion ,  s ex ,  na t i ona l  o r i g in ,  age ,  and  d i s ab i l i t y.  I f  you  be l i eve  t ha t  you  have  been  d i s c r imina t ed
aga ins t  i n  any  p rog ram,  ac t i v i t y,  o r  f ac i l i t y,  o r  i f  you  des i r e  i n fo rma t ion ,  p l ea se  wr i t e  t o :  Af f i rma t ive  Ac t ion  Of f i ce r,  Pe r sonne l  Of f i ce ,  Depa r tmen t  o f  Land
and  Na tu ra l  Resou rce s ,  1151  Punchbowl  S t r ee t ,  Rm.  231 ,  Hono lu lu ,  HI  96813 ,  o r  t he  U .S .  F i sh  &  Wi ld l i f e  Se rv i ce ,  Of f i c e  fo r  Human  Resou rce s ,  1849  C  S t r ee t
N W,  Room 3058 ,  Wash ing ton ,  D .C .  20240 .

DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES
DEPT. OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
1151 PUNCHBOWL STREET, RM. 330
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Thi s  pub l i c a t i on  i s  a  r e su l t  o f  r e s ea r ch  funded  by  t he  Na t iona l  Ocean i c  and  A tmosphe r i c  Admin i s t r a t i on ,
Coas t a l  Ocean  P rog ram,  unde r  awards  N A 8 7 0 A 0 3 8 1 ,  N A 9 6 0 P 0 1 8 7 ,  N A 0 6 0 A 0 3 8 8 ,  a n d  N A 1 6 0 A 1 4 4 9  t o  t h e

Un ive r s i t y  o f  Hawa i i  f o r  t he  Hawa i i  Co ra l  Ree f  I n i t i a t i ve  Resea rch  P rog ram.
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PAID
HONOLULU, HI
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NO.9805

D E S C R I P T I O N
B o d y  s i l v e r  w i t h  g r a y i s h - g r e e n  a b o v e
c h a n g i n g  t o  w h i t e  b e l o w,  r e d d i s h  t i n g e
a r o u n d  m o u t h  a n d  g i l l s .  T h e  y o u n g  a r e
s i l v e r y  p e l a g i c  f i s h e s  t h a t  m a y  b e  t a k e n
a t  a  n i g h t  l i g h t  w e l l  o f f s h o r e  i n  s p r i n g .

SIZES
L e n g t h :  B e t w e e n  1 2 - 2 4  i n c h e s ,  u p  t o  2
f e e t  h o w e v e r  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  o n e  r e p o r t e d
a t  3  f e e t .
We i g h t :  G e n e r a l l y  u p  t o  5  p o u n d s .

BREEDING
S p a w n i n g :  D e c e m b e r  t h r o u g h
F e b r u a r y.  F e m a l e s  s p a w n  5  t o  7
mi l l ion  eggs .
S e x u a l  m a t u r i t y :  7  t o  8  y e a r s .

LIFESTYLE
H a b i t a t :  O c c u r s  i n  c o a s t a l  w a t e r s
o f  t h e  t r o p i c a l  a n d  s u b t r o p i c a l
z o n e s  o f  a l l  s e a s .  D o e s  n o t  o c c u r
a l o n g  o p e n  c o a s t s .  L i v e s  i n  c a l m
w a t e r s  c l o s e  t o  s h o r e ,  a r o u n d
m o u t h s  o f  s t r e a m s  a n d  i n l e t s ,  a n d
b r a c k i s h  b a y s  a n d  h a r b o r s .
D i e t :  D i u m a l ;  f i n e  a l g a e  a n d  s m a l l
p l a n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a l o n g  b o t t o m .

F I S H I N G I M F O R M AT I O N
S c h o o l i n g :  O f t e n  s e e n  i n  s m a l l
s c h o o l s  a n d  a r e  p r o n e  t o  l e a p
f r e e  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e .
F i s h i n g  m e t h o d s :  G e n e r a l l y
t a k e n  w i t h  n e t s ;  d i f f i c u l t  t o
c a t c h  w i t h  p o l e  a n d  l i n e ,  b u t
w i l l  t a k e  a  h o o k  b a i t e d  w i t h
t h i n  s e a w e e d  o r  b r e a d .

* M u l l e t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  f i s h e s  i n  o l d
H a w a i i  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  w e r e
g iven  many  names  inc lud ing :
P u - a  ‘ a m a ,  ‘ O - ‘ o - l a ,  K a h a l a ,
a n d  ‘ A - n a - e .  T h e  n a m e s
r e p r e s e n t e d  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  o f
l i f e  f r o m  b a b y  t o  a d u l t .

M u g i l  c e p h a l u s
( M u l l e t ,  ‘ A m a ’ a m a ,  P u a )F i s h  F a c t s :


