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Public MeetingPublic Meeting
for Discussionfor Discussion
of Proposedof Proposed

Ban of Lay NetBan of Lay Net
(Gillnet)(Gillnet)
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Historical OverviewHistorical Overview
1977 - 12 hour maximum soak time established.1977 - 12 hour maximum soak time established.
1992 - Gillnet Report to Legislature in response to1992 - Gillnet Report to Legislature in response to
HCR 421 HD1. Recommends 4 hour maximumHCR 421 HD1. Recommends 4 hour maximum
soak time and 2 hour inspection requirement, andsoak time and 2 hour inspection requirement, and
increasing mesh size to 2-3/4increasing mesh size to 2-3/4ÓÓ..
1993 - 4 hour/2 hour limits established (HRS1993 - 4 hour/2 hour limits established (HRS
¤¤188-30.2).188-30.2).
1994 - 21994 - 2ÓÓ mesh size raised to 2-3/4 mesh size raised to 2-3/4ÓÓ. To take. To take
effect 12/31/96 (HRS effect 12/31/96 (HRS ¤¤188-29).188-29).
1997 - Long, deep gillnets appear in Hawai1997 - Long, deep gillnets appear in HawaiÕÕii
waters, originating from West Coast.waters, originating from West Coast.
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Historical Overview (cont.)Historical Overview (cont.)
1998 - Gillnet statute converted into1998 - Gillnet statute converted into
administrative rule (HAR Chapter administrative rule (HAR Chapter ¤¤13-75).13-75).
1998-99 - Gillnet Task Force develops lay net1998-99 - Gillnet Task Force develops lay net
management recommendations.management recommendations.
2000-02 - DAR develops draft rules and has2000-02 - DAR develops draft rules and has
extensive internal reviews.extensive internal reviews.
2002 - Ten state-wide public meetings2002 - Ten state-wide public meetings
discussing Gill Net Task Forcediscussing Gill Net Task Force
recommendations and proposed amendments.recommendations and proposed amendments.
2003 - Draft report on 2002 meetings and2003 - Draft report on 2002 meetings and
recommendations for rule amendments.recommendations for rule amendments.
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Review of 2002 Public MeetingsReview of 2002 Public Meetings

Ten informational meetings statewide - Ten informational meetings statewide - KauaKauaÕÕii,,
OOÕÕahu ahu (3x), (3x), MolokaMolokaÕÕii, Maui, , Maui, LanaLanaÕÕii, Hawai, HawaiÕÕi (3x).i (3x).
Large turnouts; record 70+ on Large turnouts; record 70+ on MolokaMolokaÕÕii..
Gillnet Task Force recommendations discussed.Gillnet Task Force recommendations discussed.
A wide range of management options (18) wereA wide range of management options (18) were
presented, but a ban was not an explicit option.presented, but a ban was not an explicit option.
Extensive public input included survey forms.Extensive public input included survey forms.
2003 - Report on meetings compiled and2003 - Report on meetings compiled and
recommendations for proposed rulerecommendations for proposed rule
amendments developed.amendments developed.
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Review of Gill Net FisheriesReview of Gill Net Fisheries
52 lay net/gillnet commercial fishermen landed 129,51152 lay net/gillnet commercial fishermen landed 129,511
pounds and $239,550 in ex-vessel value in FY2002.pounds and $239,550 in ex-vessel value in FY2002.
As high as 162,718 pounds and $243,948 in FY96.As high as 162,718 pounds and $243,948 in FY96.
As many as 97 fishermen reported (FY97) over last tenAs many as 97 fishermen reported (FY97) over last ten
years.years.
Total statewide commercial landings in FY02 21.1 millionTotal statewide commercial landings in FY02 21.1 million
pounds, ex-vessel value $44.4 million. 3,100 licensees.pounds, ex-vessel value $44.4 million. 3,100 licensees.
Recreational/subsistence data lacking until recentlyRecreational/subsistence data lacking until recently
(2003).(2003).
Data shown include lay net, cross net, fence net, and setData shown include lay net, cross net, fence net, and set
net. All use same method code. Do not includenet. All use same method code. Do not include
aquarium.aquarium.
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Long Term Landings/ValueLong Term Landings/Value

Commercial landings and unadjusted values, from DAR commercial catch reports.Commercial landings and unadjusted values, from DAR commercial catch reports.



2

77

Catch CompositionCatch Composition

Using aggregated commercial reported landings 1993-2002.Using aggregated commercial reported landings 1993-2002.
88

Contribution to State-wide LandingsContribution to State-wide Landings

Aggregated 1993-2002 Commercial Report Data for Inshore AreasAggregated 1993-2002 Commercial Report Data for Inshore Areas
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Length of Commercial Lay NetsLength of Commercial Lay Nets

DAR Commercial catch reports 10/02 - 6/03DAR Commercial catch reports 10/02 - 6/03
Note: could include fence/bag netsNote: could include fence/bag nets 1010

Locations of Catch and EffortLocations of Catch and Effort
CatchCatch

ÒÒLay netLay netÓÓ landings are landings are
reported from all coastalreported from all coastal
areas of the state. Theareas of the state. The
highest landings occur at,highest landings occur at,
in descending order:in descending order:
KaenaKaena Point to Haleiwa, Point to Haleiwa,
OahuOahu
Waianae to Waianae to KaenaKaena Point, Point,
and Kaneohe Bay, Oahuand Kaneohe Bay, Oahu
OlowaluOlowalu to  to KiheiKihei, and, and
aroundaround Kahului Kahului, Maui, Maui
South coast ofSouth coast of  Niihau Niihau

Effort in TripsEffort in Trips
Highest concentrations ofHighest concentrations of
effort (in trips) occur at, ineffort (in trips) occur at, in
descending order:descending order:
Eastern tip of the BigEastern tip of the Big
Island, and Kaneohe Bay,Island, and Kaneohe Bay,
OahuOahu
From Haleiwa to Waianae,From Haleiwa to Waianae,
aroundaround Kaena Kaena Point, Point,
Oahu andOahu and Olowalu Olowalu to to
KiheiKihei, Maui, Maui
Around Around KahuluiKahului, Maui, Maui
South coast of KauaiSouth coast of Kauai
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Public Demand for Lay Net BanPublic Demand for Lay Net Ban
2002 meetings report survey results:2002 meetings report survey results:

42% support net ban42% support net ban
61% felt lay nets have a big impact on inshore reefs61% felt lay nets have a big impact on inshore reefs
83% think State could manage lay nets better83% think State could manage lay nets better

HMRFS surveyors report shoreline fishermenHMRFS surveyors report shoreline fishermen
requesting ban of lay nets.requesting ban of lay nets.
Some attendees at lay net public meetings andSome attendees at lay net public meetings and
minimum size public hearings say State shouldminimum size public hearings say State should
ban lay nets.ban lay nets.
Likely that bills calling for a lay net ban willLikely that bills calling for a lay net ban will
appear in 2004 Legislature.appear in 2004 Legislature.

1212

Often Cited Reasons for BanOften Cited Reasons for Ban

Lay nets are non-selective and kill fish out ofLay nets are non-selective and kill fish out of
season or undersized fishseason or undersized fish
High High bycatchbycatch of unwanted species of unwanted species
Fish are wasted if lay nets are not checkedFish are wasted if lay nets are not checked
frequentlyfrequently
Discarded or lost lay nets damage coral and canDiscarded or lost lay nets damage coral and can
ghost fishghost fish
Lay nets entangle and kill turtles and possiblyLay nets entangle and kill turtles and possibly
monk sealsmonk seals
Lay nets are too efficient and leave little for otherLay nets are too efficient and leave little for other
fishermenfishermen




