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Rotifers
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SPECIES STATUS:
IUCN Red List - Not considered
All Endemic

SPECIES INFORMATION: Most rotifers are solitary and free-living and are raptorial or
suspension feeders. Raptorial species are primarily omnivorous. Suspension feeding rotifers
feed on organic material. Some rotifers are carnivorous feeding on other rotifers, protozoa, or
other similar organisms. Male and female rotifers are sexually distinct and reproduction
primarily is sexual, although parthenogenesis (when an unfertilized egg develops into a new
organism) is also very common. Some rotifers also produce eggs that can remain dormant and
can withstand desiccation. Rotifers can occur in fresh or saltwater, but all of the species listed
here occur in freshwater. Most of the species listed here were just recently discovered and few
have been formally described. More specific information on rotifers in Hawai‘i is unknown.

DISTRIBUTION: Poorly known as sampling has been inadequate.

ABUNDANCE: Unknown

LOCATION AND CONDITION OF KEY HABITAT: These animals inhabit freshwater
ecosystems as well as mosses. There are some species that are sessile; however, most species are
free-swimming. Colonial species also exist. Little information exists on rotifer habitats in
Hawai'i.

THREATS: None identified.

CONSERVATION ACTIONS: In addition to common statewide and island conservation
actions, specific actions include:
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* Ensure healthy habitats are maintained.

MONITORING:
* Survey for populations and distribution in known and likely habitats.

RESEARCH PRIORITIES:
* Improve understanding of ecology in Hawai‘i and factors affecting the species population
size and distribution.
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