Freshwater Invertebrates

Sponge

Heteromyenia baileyi

SPECIES STATUS:
IUCN Red List - Not considered
Not endemic

¥ CE)urtesy Annette Tai;awa

SPECIES INFORMATION: Heteromyenia baileyi has no common name. Sponges are filter
feeders, using their collar cells to filter out organic material from the water passing through its
cells. Because of this Heteromyenia is an excellent indicator of water quality and thus its
conservation is important. Most sponges are hermaphroditic. Many often also reproduce
asexually through budding or fragmentation; however, sexual reproduction does occur.
Gametes are produced at different times within a sponge; therefore, sponges depend on another
sponge for fertilization.

DISTRIBUTION: Widespread, throughout the main islands.
ABUNDANCE: Quantitative monitoring data is lacking.

LOCATION AND CONDITION OF KEY HABITAT: This species is poorly studied but
attaches to substrates in streams.

THREATS: Pollution or degradation from human interactions such as trampling.

CONSERVATION ACTIONS: In addition to common statewide and island conservation
actions, specific actions include:
* Manage for healthy habitat.

MONITORING:
* Survey for populations and distribution in known and likely habitats.

RESEARCH PRIORITIES:
* Improve understanding of factors affecting the species population size and distribution.
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