Marine Invertebrates

Hydrozoans
Sertularella diaphana~ + " o U SPECIES STATUS:
Courtesy John Bgover : [UCN Red List - Not considered

All Endemic except for Distichopora coccinea, D. nitida, D. violacea, and Stylaster sanguineus

SPECIES INFORMATION: The only hydrozoan with a common name is the Black hydroid
(Lytocarpia niger). A complete list of Hawai'i hydrozoans of greatest conservation need is at the
end of this fact sheet. All hydrozoans are colonial cnidarians. All hydroids except stylasteriids
resemble plants and often form branched colonies. Species in the family Stylasteriidae (called
lace corals) are coral-like. The lace corals are another form of precious corals and are protected
under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species Appendix II. All
hydrozoans have polyps and medusae. Polyps are used for feeding and for asexual
reproduction by means of budding. Medusae are produced either as asexual buds or as
outgrowths and may be attached to the colony (referred to as gonophores) or free-swimming.
Medusae produce gametes and thus allow for sexual reproduction. The medusa form often is
reduced in hydroids. Species of the families Halecidae, Plumulariidae, Sertualriidae, and
Syntheciidae reproduce sexually by means of sporosacs (a greatly reduced gonophore); species
of the family Solanderiidae reproduce by means of fixed gonophores; and species of the families
Clavidae and Campanulariidae reproduce either by fixed gonophores or free-swimming
medusae. There are few free-swimming medusae in Hawai'i.

DISTRIBUTION: Specific distribution information is lacking for these species as they have
been poorly surveyed.

ABUNDANCE: Unknown.

LOCATION AND CONDITION OF KEY HABITAT: Hydroids can be found in both deep
waters and shallow reefs. They attach to hard substrates and other organisms. Little
information exists on the preferred habitats of species in the family Stylasteriidae in Hawai‘i.

THREATS:
* Species in the family Stylasteriidae have commercial value but are apparently not collected
in Hawai'i at this time.

CONSERVATION ACTIONS: The lace corals (Stylasteriidae) are protected under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species Appendix II. In addition to common
statewide and marine conservation actions, specific actions include:
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* Maintain healthy populations with appropriate fishing regulations, enforcement, and
education.

MONITORING:
* Survey for populations and distribution in known and likely habitats.

RESEARCH PRIORITIES:
* Improve understanding of factors affecting the species, biology, population size, and
distribution.
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Hydrozoan SGCNs

Family Scientific Name Hawaiian Name Common Name
Agalopheniidae  Lytocarpia niger None Black hydroid
Campanulariidae Halecium scandens None None
Campanulinidae  Stegopoma plumicola None None

Clavidae Hydrodenrium gorgonides  None None
Haleciidae Corydendrium minor None None
Lafoeidae Cryptolaria symmetrica None None
Lafoeidae Cryptolarella contorta None None
Lafoeidae Opercularella longicauda ~ None None
Laodiceidae Campanularia eloisa None None
Laodiceidae Stegopoma gilberti None None
Laodiceidae Stegopoma gracilis None None
Plumulariidae Antennella complexa None None
Plumulariidae Diphasia palmata None None
Plumulariidae Halicornaria bryani None None
Plumulariidae Halicornaria flava None None
Plumulariidae Lytocarpus hawaiiensis None None
Plumulariidae Lytocarpus similis None None
Plumulariidae Plumularia buski None None
Plumulariidae Plumularia jordani None None
Plumulariidae Plumularia milleri None None
Sertulariidae Sertularella crenulata None None
Sertulariidae Sertularia snyderi None None
Stylasteriidae Distichopora anceps None None
Stylasteriidae Distichopora asulcata None None
Stylasteriidae Distichopora coccinea None None
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Family Scientific Name Hawaiian Name Common Name

Stylasteriidae Distichopora nitida None None
Stylasteriidae Distichopora violacea None None
Stylasteriidae Stylaster griigi None None
Stylasteriidae Stylaster infundibuliferous ~ None None
Stylasteriidae Stylaster sanguineus None None
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