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Marine Invertebrates

Pycnogonids

Anoropallene laysani

Clotenopsa prima

Lecythorhynchus ovatus
Oropallene (Pallene) ovigerosetosus

SPECIES STATUS:
IUCN Red List - Not considered
Endemic

SPECIES INFORMATION: Pycnogonids are arthropods but they are most closely related to
spiders rather than crustaceans (shrimps, lobsters, etc). In fact their common name is “sea
spiders” and they look much like a spider but with a skinny body. Most pycnogonids are
carnivores feeding on hydroids, soft corals, sponges, anemones, or bryozoans. Other
pycnogonids feed on microorganisms or algae that grow on bryozoans and hydroids, or they
feed on detritus. They reproduce sexually and the males brood the eggs until they hatch. There
is little information on this species habits in Hawai'i.

DISTRIBUTION: Poorly known as sampling has been inadequate.

ABUNDANCE: Unknown.

LOCATION AND CONDITION OF KEY HABITAT: Pycnogonids typically prefer bottom
habitats though several species can swim. Those that live in shallow waters usually live on

other organisms such as seaweeds, bryozoans, hydroids, and in sediment that is on the surface

of stones. More specific habitat information on these species in Hawai‘i is unknown.

THREATS: None identified.

CONSERVATION ACTIONS: In addition to common statewide and marine conservation

actions, specific actions include:
* Ensure healthy habitats are maintained.

MONITORING:

* Survey for populations and distribution in known and likely habitats.

RESEARCH PRIORITIES:

= Improve understanding of ecology in Hawai‘i and factors affecting population size and

distribution.
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