Legacy Land Site Visit  -  Kaiholena, Island of Hawaii
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Summary:

At 9 am on November 12, 2010, we met at the highway entrance to the listed Kaiholena TMK’s. Application is for purchase of 111 acres in three TMK’s that border mauka at the highway and makai at a coastal strip of land that was included in the recent purchase by the County. The lands within the listed TMK’s are zoned agriculture, whereas the coastal strip is conservation zoned.

After a thorough description of the site, we drove on a 4wd “road” from the entrance to the section of road that (roughly) separates the mauka TMK’s from the coastal strip. The mauka section has over 200 archeological sites, including three intact village sites, at least two heiau and remains of a holua slide. The sites are marked with standing pvc pipes. Evidence of the cultural value of the site is the fact that two very high ranking chiefs traded their ancestral lands at Kualoa on Oahu for the Kaiholena lands during the Mahele.
This region was well known for the abundance of agricultural and marine products. The extensive historic farm system is well documented on adjacent lands, as is the diverse marine resources within the nearshore zone.                     

The proposed acquisition is strongly supported by several Kohala community groups and the County of Hawaii. Extensive documentation on the cultural and other values of the site accompanies the project application.

