Legacy Land Site Visit  -  Kauhola Point, Island of Hawaii
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Jennifer Davis, landowner

Summary:

At approximately 11:30 am on November   12, 2010, we met at the Kamehameha statue in Kapa’au and then carpooled to Kauhola Point.  The Trust for Public Lands and Maika`i Kamakani` O Kohala have proposed acquisition of the 27.5 acre coastal property. The subject property is at the end of Lighthouse Rd and can be accessed over rough road on   private property and a public access easement. The site is well known to Kohala residents who have been using it for recreational fishing, surfing, picniking and camping for many years. It is not well known by non residents and is visited by tourists infrequently. 
The parcel is undeveloped land that includes open, former cane land and forest made up of ironwood, hala and palms. Portions of the site are densely vegetated in Christmas berry, lantana pasture grasses. Some native coastal strand plants (e.g. naupaka, ohelo kai, hi`iaka,, nane, etc.).persist at the shore edge and on the shoreline cliffs. The coastline is highly eroded, as the site feels the full brunt of strong tradewind weather. 
Remains of former heiau have been identified on the site, although there is evidence that the stones from former structures have been windrowed using heavy equipment to provide greater acreage for sugar cane. It was reported that there are 12 known heiau in Kohala, two of which are at Kauhola. We also viewed a nearshore area that had been altered to create a swimming area and a large ditch, allegedly built by Kamehameha to enable access for fishermen and surfers, as well as for launching canoes.
While the site functions as a “park” there are no parking areas, tables, bathrooms or other facilities. Members of Maka`i Kamakani `O Kamakani want to manage the site for continued recreational use by the community. They propose to involve the community actively in developing and implementing a public use management plan.
