Paukukalo Coastal Wetlands Site Visit

November 9, 2010

Legacy Land Conservation Commission Members Present:
Lori Buchanan

Kaiwi Nui

Carl Berg

Applicants and Community Members Present:

See attached list:

On Tuesday, November 9, 2010 the LLCC members met with Laura Ka’akua, Venus Rosete-Hill, and a dozen other members of the neighboring communities, on the Paukukalo property. We heard from them the history of the area and the great value of the “Neighborhood Place of Wailuku”.  Neighbors from the Hawaiian House lots nearby testified that this was their only attachment back to the ‘aina. The area was important to maintain cultural practices. It serves an important function for the communities nearby.

We learned that the parcel is still in foreclosure proceedings by Chase Bank. It is scheduled to be auctioned off, but a date for the auction has not been set. TPL has been in touch with the attorney representing the Chase Bank in the foreclosure. We expressed to the group that it was important to let Chase know that TPL was serious in their efforts to obtain the land for the community, that the parcel contained significant burial and cultural sites, and that the wetland designation made most of the property unsuitable for development.  TPL should also try to determine what is the outstanding debt owed to Chase.

We asked the group about the availability of matching funds and suggested that TPL contact the Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program for an up-to-date realistic assessment of the probability of receiving funds from that program this year.  With a ranking of 18th out of 42 projects, there is little assurance that those matching funds will be available.

Similarly, we asked that they present at the December LLCC meeting the status of the application for matching funds from Maui County.

We discussed at length the need for a management plan for the parcel, asking specifically for something in writing that would detail the structure of the governing body, the role of neighboring community  Boards, and the role of  the “Neighborhood Place of Wailuku”.  We expressed concern over a lack of plans for funding of the wetland reclamation program, capital improvements, and social programs.

Finally, we walked down to the beach and discussed the history of the area with Duke Sevilla, who grew up on the adjacent property and gathered the stories from the kapuna.  We saw the homeless living on the beach areas, the overgrowth in the lo’i, and the encroachment of the Hau into the wetlands.  We walked through the high grass into the center of the property but were stopped by the tall grass and Hau. We came away with an appreciation of cultural significance of the property, it great value to the neighboring community, and the extensive efforts that will be required to manage and restore the wetland environment.

Trust for Public Land:

· Laura Ka`akua – Native Lands Coordinator

Neighborhood Place of Wailuku:

· Venus Rosete-Hill, Executive Director

· Brandy Akimo, Family Strengthening Program Director

· Greg Dela Cruz, Family Success Coach

Community members involved in Neighborhood Place of Wailuku Programs:

· Ki'i Kaho'ohanohano, participated in Wahine Ho'opa'a Women's Empowerment Classes & holds Hawaiian cultural programs on the Ka'ehu property (hula, weaving, 'oli, protocol sessions).  

· Denise Wong participated in Kamalama Parenting Classes, Healthy Relationship programs, and children participated in youth programs on the Ka'ehu property, also a resident of Paukukalo Homestead.

· Michelle Dudoit, participated in Kamalama Parenting Classes, Healthy Relationship programs, and child participated in youth programs on the Ka'ehu property, also a resident of Paukukalo Homestead.

· Lenora Kaina, participated in Kamalama Parenting Classes, Healthy Relationship programs, Wahine Ho'opa'a Women's Empowerment Classes and children participated in youth programs on the Ka'ehu property, also grew up at Paukukalo Homestead.

Department of Hawaiian Homelands:

· Kaleo Manuel, Planner

· Linda Chow, Transactional Compliance Specialist

· Olinda Aiwohi, President, Paukukalo Homestead Association

· Daniel Ornellas, Board Member, Waiehu Kou Association, also the Maui Land Manager for the Department of Land & Natural Resources. 

· Kawika Mattos, Boys & Girls Club Program Director for Paukukalo Homestead

Community Members: 

· Duke Sevilla, Aquatics Coordinator, County of Maui Parks & Recreation, also lives on the adjacent property
