HAWEA HEIAU COMPLEX and KEAWAWA WETLAND

5 acres

Total Price:  $650, 000

Legacy Lands Request:   $325,000 (49%)

Applicant:  The Trust for Public Land /Livable Hawai’i Kai Hui
November 10, 2010

Legacy Land Program Commission members:


         Chip Fletcher, Kaiwi Nui, Karen Young

This is a 5 acre undeveloped parcel in Hawai’i Kai.  The area was known as Maunalua before it became widely developed as Hawai’i Kai. The parcel is bordered by Hawai’i Kai Drive/ the Oahu Club, upscale residences and an empty lot destined to be developed into more residential units.
The short history of this parcel is that many years ago (1950s?), Henry Kaiser looked down upon this area and a natural pond of 523 acres, the largest fish pond in Hawaii.  Not appreciating its value and significance, he decided to develop the area into upscale homes. The wetland /fish pond was completely filled, except for 5 acres.  A more comprehensive history can be appreciated in the application.
This 5 acre parcel was saved to become a park.  However, it was never developed into one. In addition, it was also not maintained, even though it held part of the original  wetland that had been covered. 
Six years ago, the nonprofit Livable Hawai’i Kai  Hui (LHKH) ) began to steward it and  use it for cultural practices while researching its history.  A member did the research and  found that it is still deeded for a park.  LHKH is already involved in restoration of the wetland on the Oahu Club side of the Keawawa wetland and now seeks to restore/protect  this subject parcel.

We heard expert testimony re the importance of wetlands itself, as well as its importance for native wildlife and plant/life habitat. Plans are to remove invasives and restore

native plant life.  During this talk the endangered Alae ula and their chickswho live there, revealed themselves at the waters’ edge (on the Oahu Club side of the wetland).
We were informed of what has gone on before and what is happening on the parcel now. We saw the evidence of bulldozing and filling of the wetland on the parcel, such that it did not look like a wetland anymore.  The Hawea Heiau complex had several petroglyphs, and a pit/gulch beyond it which has historical/cultural significance.  We visited  an ancient coconut grove, a natural spring and multiple other cultural/historical sites.  The cultural practitioner conveyed the sense that the whole parcel is a spiritual site.
The applicant is an energetic, vibrant, committed group which has members with 

a variety of expertise that strengthens the group.  They also have strong participating partners as listed in their application.  The Hui has started  planning restoration of  the subject site as described in the application, and including increasing cultural practices, despite opposition from past owners. The group’s objectives also entails eventually opening the parcel up for appropriate public access.
Ownership of the parcel has passed through many hands.  Fortunately the current owner Hale Ali’i Park Association, LLC, is willing to sell to the applicant.  It owns 8 acres and plans to develop the other three acres for residential units.  Since the subject parcel is deeded for a park, the developer would have been required to develop it as such.  On the other hand, better that the work be done by Livable Hawai’i Kai Hui, who will do it with sensitivity for its past and with care that it be done in a culturally appropriate way.  
At the time of the site visit, an appraisal had not been done, but should be ready for

today’s presentation.  If the matching funds are met, this would be an excellent acquisition, with an applicant who has a strong record of commitment and stewardship.

