TURTLE BAY MAUKA AGRICULTURAL LANDS

469 acres

Total Acquisition Cost:  $5,443,500

Request : $1,500,000 (28%)
Applicant:  The Trust for Public Land / North Shore Community Land Trust

Site visit : October 25, 2010

Legacy Land Program Commission members:  

Joan Canfield, Chip Fletcher, Karen Young

The Turtle Bay Mauka Ag Land site is a 469 acre parcel directly across from the Turtle 
Bay Resort, in Kahuku, O’ahu,  and owned by Turtle Bay Mauka Lands, LLC (LLC).  We toured the 4 large holding tanks (only 2 are in active use) for hotel effluent that is used to water a section of the hotel golf course. These tanks are on the subject site.

We also drove through some of the encampments of southeast Asians who are farming the land.  The resort owners are assisting them to grow the produce that the resort can use for its customers.  The LLC has also built a roadside structure to enable the farmers to sell their produce supplemented by produce brought in from commercial markets. The farms are generally 1-2 acres, however, there is one farmer who has 9 acres.   The impression was that only a fraction of the 469 acres is actually in active agriculture right now.  Further, that  the farming that is going on – is struggling, and needing support from the resort. There were no native / local farmers.  According to our guide, no native or local farmers have applied for farm leases or expressed interest. We do not know if there was/is sufficient outreach/ publicity to locals regarding this opportunity.  

Two rivers run through the property, one was dry. The other river was also nearly dry, and ran into Kawela Bay, which we were able to view.  This is a beautiful large bay (not part of the subject site) that is managed by the hotel, and was quite private.  At the time of our visit there was only 1 person on the beach. There is no obvious public access to this beach. 

There were no cultural or historical sites on the subject sites that were known.  However
an agricultural conservation easement would preserve the open space/ scenic value of

this Mauka area in perpetuity.

There are two large leveled and cleared areas on the makai side of road, adjacent to the existing resort that were slated for 2 more hotels.  These plans are currently on hold. There was no mention of plans to develop anything on the subject property as an alternative to the request for ag conservation status.  At the deadline of this application, an appraisal had not been done, but was pending.  
This funding request is for a private entity to continue to do what it is doing on this mauka parcel, with stalled plans for two hotels on the makai side of its property. 

The $1,500,000 (est. 28%) request to the Legacy Land Program for an agricultural

conservation easement is a large amount that would be greater than 1/3 of our
budget.

