Paukukalo Site Visit

December 2, 2011

Commission member Young and Chair Bonar were present for the visit to the

63.7 acre Paukukalo parcel which encompasses a wetland area on the coast of Ka’ehu

Bay, Wailuku, Maui.  We were met by Laura Ka’akua of The Trust for Public Land, Rob

Parsons, Executive Assistant to Mayor Alan Arakawa, members of the Neighborhood

Place of Wailuku and other community leaders (see list).

The mission to acquire Paukukalo has always had strong community support and 

we heard again moving testimonies during this visit.  There is now additional 

support from Kumu Hula Hokulani Holt-Padilla who lives in the Paukukalo

Homestead.  Her nonprofit, Kauahea, Inc., is the proposed community partner for

management of the land, and she provided us with copies of their Conservation

Management Plan.  The plan outlines a restoration plan,  possible partner agencies and

possible funding sources.

The site is very beautiful with Ka’ehu Bay ocean frontage and views of Waihe’e and

Wai’ehu Valleys and would serve as a great open space area for Maui, and especially

the nearby communities.  However, it is nearly all overgrown with non-native

vegetation and extensive thick areas of hau trees.  Also issues with Na Wai Eha

(the waters of West Maui Mountains) being withheld from their natural flow has

left the wetlands as well as naturally occurring springs on the property nearly dry.

Community, major organized volunteer efforts and funding will be necessary to begin

clearing the property in order to restore the wetlands area.

Whenever coastal property in Hawaii becomes available, it is important to acquire it

for conservation of habitats for endangered or threatened species, to protect ocean

quality, and to preserve open space for the community.  This is the case for the

Paukukalo parcel.  In addition, this land is in very close proximity to existing 

Hawaiian Homesteads, and  used and revered by  community members and

groups.  It is also close to two other natural reserves on the east coast of Maui.

There are still concerns about clear title and ownership.  The foreclosure confirmatory

hearing is set for December 20, 2011.  TPL plans to bid if bidding is re-opened.

However, if bidding is not re-opened, will Capitol One be the owner and will it be

a willing seller?  Will it accept the price offered by TPL ?  Has Maui County

committed to purchasing this parcel? 
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State of Hawai`i Legacy Land Conservation Program:

· Dale Bonar, Commission Chair

· Karen Young, Commissioner

· Cassie Smith, AmeriCorps Intern with DOFAW

Trust for Public Land:

· Laura Ka`akua, Native Lands Project Manager

The County of Maui:

· Rob Parsons, Environmental Coordinator and Executive Assistant to Mayor Alan Arakawa

Kauahea, Inc:

· Hokulani Holt-Padilla, Founder and President.  Also the Kumu Hula of the halau hula under Kauahea, Inc., and a resident of the Paukūkalo Hawaiian Homestead.

Neighborhood Place of Wailuku:

· Venus Rosete-Hill, Former Executive Director and current Board Member

· Brandy Akimo, Family Strengthening Program Director

· Greg Dela Cruz, Family Success Coach

Community members from Paukūkalo Hawaiian Homestead, or from community groups that use the property: 

· Waylan Santos participates in AA meetings at the property, as well as in weekly meetings at the property with a men’s group focused on a healthy recovery and Hawaiian cultural understanding.  

· Denise Wong participated in Neighborhood Place of Wailuku’s Kamalama Parenting Classes, Healthy Relationship programs, and her children participated in youth programs on the Ka'ehu property, also a resident of Paukūkalo Homestead.

· David T.L. Bergau participated in Neighborhood Place of Wailuku’s programs at the property, also a former board member of Neighborhood Place of Wailuku.  

· Walter Kanamu, Co-Founder of L.I.F.E. (Living Indigenous Forest Eco-Systems), and member of a men’s lua group that holds its annual weapon blessing ceremony at Ka'ehu Bay.
· Chevylee Mahoe participated in many of Neighborhood Place of Wailuku’s programs with her family at the Ka'ehu property.  Chevylee attended with her son. 

· Duke Sevilla lives on the adjacent property and has been a longtime advocate of the property’s protection as well as the restoration of Na Wai 'Eha (including `Iao and Waiehu Streams that border the property).  Duke is also the Aquatics Coordinator for the County of Maui Parks & Recreation, and regularly volunteers to help out with Neighborhood Place of Wailuku’s programs and other restoration and cleanup efforts at the Ka'ehu property.  
