Agenda: Ilio Point Site Visit 

Date: 10/21/09

Time:  8:30am meet at airport, pau at around 3:00pm back at the airport.

Participants:  

Arriving from Maui 7:26am: Bill Evanson, Bryon Stevens

Arriving from Honolulu at 8:25am: Randy Kennedy, Emma Yuen, Betsy Gagne

Molokai: Fern Duvall, Jay Penniman, Koa Burrows, Ed Misaki and others from TNC TBD, NARS Commissioner Ron Rapanot, Butch Haase and others TBD from MLT, Bill Garnett 

Transportation: DOFAW staff will use extra seats provided by two MLT vehicles and Ron’s extra seats, others can carpool or use own transport (4WD needed) from airport to Ilio Point. 

Contact:  Emma Yuen, (808) 366-4788 (cell)

Purpose:

Site visit to proposed NAR in preparation for Nov 9 public hearing and future management. Survey habitat quality, endangered species, invasive species, seabird potential habitat, infrastructure, access. Discuss history of area, management needs, feasibility, partnerships, community outreach, NAR designation timeline, and next steps for preparing for NAR management. 

Below are some background notes I have compiled about the issues we will be discussing: 

Access 

-The road going up to Ilio is 50/50 owned by MLT and the Ranch, since half is on the boundary of the ranch and half is in MLT. They have a shared maintenance agreement.

-To access MLT area, the public needs to contact and sign waivers with MLT. Fishermen only come from Papakieu (south). However, MLT has a pass system to allow fisher access to Anapuka and stone wall. From there, there is a chance that they may move west to the state parcel.

-Safety hazards include: UXO, metal debris dump site and several concrete buildings.
Unexploded Ordnance 

-Conversation with Helene Takamoto, FUDS, Army Corps Pacific Ocean Div:

April 8, 2009

Since the deed for Ilio specifically transferred all responsibility to the State for clean-up, using FUDS is not an option.

Other options:

1. State could fund this themselves through stimulus funding.

2. A letter to Senator Inouye’s office with a request for removing ordnance on Ilio point, to be appropriated as a line item. A request would have to be made detailing the current deed status as the reason why FUDS could not be used. There is a similar project in the Molokai Land Trust property which is funded by a line item from Inouye’s office. Inouye would request FUDS to survey the area with an estimate of the cost. Inouye would fund the clean-up, with FUDS most likely doing the work (but not funding anything). They would not certify the property as clean, however. No one ever certifies the property as clean since there can always be bombs under the surface. 

Brownfields EPA grant funding was discussed as a nonviable option since it is for areas that are to be re-developed.

Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) money is available and should ask Tom Murayama at the Army Corp for the Pacific Region – there is an office somewhere in town.

-Phone conversation with Thomas Murayama, Army Corps:

April 9, 2009

There is a Maui clean up going on, with Dan Ornellas issuing the Right of Entry. 

For FUDS, it is allotted money if it qualifies, but if the landowner does not want a clean up, that is noted. Then, if EPA in the future requires this to be cleaned up, they will put the area on the bottom of the list, meaning it won’t be cleaned in 60 years. Or, the landowner may be fined.

To get FUDS help, you first need to be put on the Register, and then a site investigation needs to happen. Ilio is in the register, and a site investigation may be planned.

A hold-up that is happening now with DLNR lands is that they are being required to do an EA, but the State says it has no money to do an EA. In the past, the Army Corps was required to do a Section 7 consultation. In the past, it seemed enough to have someone from DOFAW accompany the team as a way to mitigate, such as going to Rabbit Island and making sure that the birds were not disturbed. These mitigations can be put as clauses in the right-of-entry.

-Have Navy, US Coast Guard, US Army Corps, contracted to assess and address ordnance. Parsons Brinkerhoff has done/are doing recent assessments for offshore island UXO. Contacts are Lloyd Grearson 748-7593 and Daron Gibson at daron.Gibson@parsons.com. Paul Conry is in the loop on UXO surveys.

Management

-Chris Swenson mentions that there is a great potential for habitat restoration for Ilio point since there is historical records of bird bones in the area and it seems to be great habitat if there wasn’t predators in the area. Cats and deer browsing were the biggest problems he mentioned. Moomomi has done habitat restoration and many wedgetailed seabirds were coming back to that area.

-Ilio has nest attempts for black noddy, red tailed tropic bird, bulwer’s petrel, wedge-tailed shearwater. Seen offshore: Brown boobies, Red-footed boobies, Laysan Albatross. Iwa roost at Ilio. Predation from cats, mongooses, rates, and possibly dogs is severe. 

-Kiawe, Verbesina, Atriplex, and Lantana are weed problems.
-Current management activities being conducted at Mokio include clearing, mapping and analyzing cultural sites, mapping native plant communities and rare plants and detecting and disposing of uxo's.  MLT has just been awarded several grants to begin managing the native coastal strand at Anapuka, the western boundary of Mokio parcel.  The coastal strand at Anapuka is the beginning of the coastal strand that Ilio is known for and why it is being nominated for a NAR.

-The MLT is also beginning to bring together the landowners and organizations (TNC, DHHL, Moomomi Hui, Molokai Ranch) from the northwest coast to begin developing ways to manage the marine coastal resources.  

-Moomomi Bay to Ilio Point is part of TNC’s draft marine portfolio. 

Resources:

Very large reef bank and shelf area, with rocky intertidal and rocky/sandy intertidal area and gravel/sandy beaches.

Poor data on live coral, but known to be generally healthy. There is around 15-50% live coral cover, which is high given proximity to Oahu.

This is a green turtle nesting priority area. Humpback whale calving area. 

Cetacean resting area. Monk seal resting and pupping beaches/priority area.

Submerged rocky boulder habitat important for juvenile fishes.

Geological features of wave cut platforms in bedrock and coarse grain sandy beaches. 

Data insufficient for fish abundance, but suspect area is abundant. 

Benthic habitat is only a thin ribbon before very deep water, so smaller and easier area to manage. 

-Fencing: Options include fencing road, parcel boundary, or possibly in adjacent lands that surround Ilio. For  fences inside State land, a UXO and archaeological survey would need to be made. Small bulldozer could clear the line, and two gates would be needed: north vehicle and a south gate for coastal hikers. 

-Bill Garnett is interested in installation of several small enclosures.

-Need to monitor and clean up trash. 

-There is also a dump site off the cliff into a coastal bench area that could be reached at high tide. There is a danger, high voltage area sign, as well as rusty and contaminated-looking debris.  It is in a rocky, craggy area.  

Funding

-MLT working on grants proposals for area starting on boundary and working east for Kiawe removal, chipping, as well as all weed eradication and predator control. Grasses are an issue. Exclosures are written into grant proposal. Axis deer predation is intense. Another grant is for a rural development restoration plan writer. Currently has a staff of 2 but there are volunteers.

Outreach

-Need to identify stakeholders and interested parties.

List of Organizations Notified of NAR Public Hearing:

DLNR, State Historic Preservation Division

NARS Commission

Conservation Council for Hawaii

Sierra Club, Hawaii Chapter

Environment Hawaii, Inc. 

Hawaii Audubon Society

Hawaiian Botanical Society

Office of Hawaiian Affairs

Molokai Invasive Species Committee

State Representative Carroll

State Senator English

Maui County Council

DLNR, Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement

Hawaii Conservation Alliance

The Nature Conservancy/East Molokai Watershed Partnership

Molokai Land Trust

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

Hui Malama O Moomomi

Kalaupapa National Historic Park

Molokai Ranch Co. Ltd.

US Fish and Wildlife Service Pacific Islands Office

Aha Kiole Council
