Ilio Point up for NAR designation
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HONOLULU - The state Department of Land and Natural Resources is proposing to include 261 acres at Ilio Point on the northwestern tip of Molokai in the state's Natural Area Reserve System.

On Friday, the state Board of Land and Natural Resources will hear a request from the department to conduct public hearings on the designation of Ilio Point and of 5,975 acres at Kahaualea on the Big Island into the reserve system. The issue is on the agenda for a meeting beginning at 9 a.m. in the board conference room in the Kalanimoku Building on Oahu.

The department wants to hold separate hearings on Mo-lokai and the Big Island for the proposed designations. Hearing dates have not been set.

According to a staff report to be presented to the board, Ilio Point is being recommended for inclusion in the reserve system to provide increased protection and heightened management attention for "a biodiverse coastal area containing rare species of plants, seabirds and marine mammals."

"Designation of the area as a NAR is meant to protect and help restore a coastal ecosystem that is part of a larger wilderness area," the report said. "This area also contains significant geological features of lithified sand dunes, sea cliffs and subfossil bird bones and land snails."

Ilio Point has a rich coastal vegetation, with five native natural communities made up of 23 native plant species, according to the report. Sand dunes in the area would support abundant seabird populations if predators were controlled.

Threats to the area include axis deer, non-native plants such as kiawe and small predators such as rats and feral cats.

Last year, the land surrounding Ilio Point was leased from Molokai Ranch by the Molokai Land Trust, which is undergoing a management planning process for the property.

The Natural Area Reserve Commission recommended approving the area as a reserve on Aug. 25.

The state's reserve system was established to preserve and protect representative samples of Hawaiian biological ecosystems and geological formations. The system has 19 reserves on five islands, including Maui and Molokai, covering more than 109,000 acres.

Following public hearings, state Division of Forestry and Wildlife staff would return to the land board for final approval of the proposed designations.
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