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Insects like the Damselfly pictured here, Megalagrion nigrohamatum, play an 
important roll in Hawai‘i’s ecosystems. The featured damselfly is endemic to O‘ahu. 
Development and a reduction in freshwater sources has reduced a great deal of the 

species’ habitat range. Native plants provide important breeding ground for 
damselflies and other native insects.

Hawai‘i Association of Watershed Partnerships (HAWP)
Sustaining Healthy Forested Watersheds for Hawaii’s Communities

HAWP is comprised of nine Watershed Partnerships statewide, which encompass over 1.2 
million acres of critical forested watersheds which produce close to 250 billion gallons of 

water each year.  These Watershed Partnerships are voluntary alliances of public and private 
landowners and other partners working collaboratively to protect forested watersheds for

 water recharge, conservation, and other ecosystem services.  Major management actions 
such as fencing, invasive weed control, and restoration are targeted to meet the main threats 

to watershed health, such as feral ungulates (hoofed animals including goats, pigs, sheep, 
deer, and cattle) and invasive weed species such as strawberry guava, Kāhili ginger, and 

Clidemia hirta.  To learn more and how you can help to protect these vital areas which support 
our daily lives, please visit www.hawp.org.


