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July 16, 2009

The Honorable Colleen Hanabusa, President
and Members of the Senate

Twenty-Fifth State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 409
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Madam President and Members of the Senate:

Re: Senate Bill No. 522 SD2 HD1

On July 15, 2009, Senate Bill No. 522, entitled “A Bill for an Act Relating to Land
Court” became law without my signature, pursuant to Section 16 of Article III of the State
Constitution.

This bill would require the registrar’s office within the Bureau of Conveyances to provide
within ten days after the end of each week an image and index of all instruments and documents
recorded in Land Court during the week to a county designated as a central clearinghouse.
Further, the registrar is prohibited from charging for the information and the bill prescribes the
seven specific pieces of information the Bureau of Conveyances Land Court section must
provide and the manner in which the information must be delivered.

Currently the Bureau of Conveyances already provides to several entities on a daily basis
in electronic format data on all of the transactions that have occurred in the registrar’s office and
Land Court for the previous day. At least one county, the City and County of Honolulu. has the
ability to extract from this data the information needed by all counties for real property
assessment purposes. However, the City and County of Honolulu instead relies on a third party
to provide their real property assessment information. This bill would unnecessarily shift this
burden to the Bureau of Conveyances Land Court staff and require that they provide this data
within a statutorily set deadline, regardless of the impact on their other duties.

Further, this bill prescribes the exact data that must be provided, making it difficult,
without changing the law, to revamp the format or type of information the counties may require.
Additionally, this bill restricts the State from charging the county for the work involved in
providing the information every week. While the State does not currently charge for the
electronic data they provide to third parties on a daily basis, we should not be precluded from
considering charges at a future time when it may be warranted.
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The State remains receptive to entering into written agreements with the counties to
ensure that the counties receive the data they need in a manner that best fits their individual
requirements.

For the foregoing reasons, I allowed Senate Bill No. 522 to become law as Act 197,
effective July 15, 2009, without my signature.

Sincerely,

LINDA LINGLE


