KEEPING RESIDENTS AND VISITORS SAFE

◄FIGHTING CRIME►

The Lingle-Aiona Administration further enhanced the safety of Hawai`i’s residents and visitors by providing law enforcement and the courts with additional tools to prevent crimes from occurring and apprehend and convict those who commit offenses. 

Successes: Through this commitment, the Administration succeeded in:

· Expanding the DNA database to help catch and convict those who are guilty and free those who are innocent. HB1733

●
Instituting Megan’s Law, which gives Hawai`i’s residents immediate Internet access to information on registered sex offenders who are repeat offenders, whose crimes are punishable by ten years or more of imprisonment, or who have committed certain other aggravated offenses.  The law also requires immediate on-site access to information on registered offenders whose crimes are punishable by five years or more of imprisonment (Act 45).

As there are over 2,000 sex offenders in Hawai`i, this law helps residents identify potentially dangerous persons in their neighborhoods and make informed decisions about how to protect themselves and their families.

◄IMPROVING TRAFFIC SAFETY►

In response to tragic traffic accidents involving motorists and pedestrians, the Lingle-Aiona Administration proposed safety measures that will help protect us all. 

Successes: Through this commitment, the Administration succeeded in ensuring the following bills were passed and signed into law:

· Establishing a three-stage driver’s license program for persons under the age of 18. This involves a learner’s permit at age 15 1/2, a provisional license that restricts driving hours for 16-year-olds, and a four-year license for 17-year-olds who complete training and maintain a clean record (HB150).

· Enabling the forfeiture of a person’s vehicle when they are convicted three times for driving under the influence (HB919) or for driving under the influence with a child in the vehicle (HB437).

· Protecting the right-of-way of pedestrians by clarifying that vehicles must stop as soon as someone enters a crosswalk (HB438).

◄IMPLEMENTING DRUG CONTROL INITIATIVES►

One of the top concerns in our state is the epidemic of substance abuse, including crystal methamphetamine or “ice,” as well as underage drinking. Therefore the Lingle-Aiona Administration continued to emphasize programs to prevent substance abuse, treat drug addicts and give law enforcement additional tools to prevent illegal drug manufacturing and sales. 

Successes: Through this commitment, the Administration succeeded in:

· Allowing authorities to remove people from suspected drug houses by using temporary restraining orders (SB700).

· Establishing stricter provisions for stores that sell medications containing pseudoephedrine chemicals, which are used to manufacture “ice” (SB1100).

· Designating approximately $20 million annually for integrated drug treatment and prevention programs (in the budget).

· Subjecting proposed drug treatment facilities to the same community input as other public facilities before they are permitted in neighborhoods (SB791).
· Increasing drug treatment programs for prison inmates (achieved administratively).

· Working with the University of Hawai`i and its Board of Regents to limit the sale and advertising of alcoholic beverages on campuses statewide (achieved administratively).
