EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU
April 29, 2008

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 2045

Honorable Members ‘
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaiil

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article III of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, I am returning herewith,
without my approval, House Bill No. 2045, entitled "A Bill for
an Act Relating to Establishing a Global Youth Center."

The purpose of this bill is to establish a Global
Youth Center in the University of Hawaii. The purpose of the
Center is to generate and link an international framework in
which youth from around the world will actively engage in the
attainment of world peace, environmental sustainability, and
human and economic productivity for future generations. These
youth shall, pursuant to the provisions of the bill,
"collaborate with Hawaii's leaders in education, politics,
business, the East-West Center, and appropriate international
organizations."

The goals of the Global Youth Center proposed in this
bill are commendable. However, after reviewing this measure in
consideration with existing programs and resources, I cannot
approve this bill.

Global Youth Center Inc. is a non-profit entity
registered with the State of Hawaii and is awaiting final
approval of their non-profit status from the Internal Revenue
Service. Embedding a non-profit organization within a State

agency raises the possibility of violating that portion of the



STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS
HOUSE BILL NO. 2045
Page 2

State ethics law (HRS 84-3 and 84-13) and the published State
Ethics Code (revised January 2007), which states, “You may not
use state time, equipment, or facilities for private business
purposes, including foerrofit and non-profit corporations.”
Global Youth Center Inc. currently occupies office space in a
building located on land owned by the University of Hawaii.

This bill does not address whether employees of the Global Youth
Center will be employees of the State and bound by applicable
laws including collective bargaining, civil service, and the
procurement code.

The University of Hawaii testified that they had
concerns with the cost impact and placement of this program in
the University. This bill does not address those concerns and
provides no funding or administrative support to the University.
The University of Hawaii identified its budget priorities as
approved by the Board of Regents, and the Global Youth Center
was not included as a priority. Further, the University of
Hawaii was not involved in the planning process for the Center.

I encourage Global Youth Center Inc. to continue
pursuing status as a non-profit registered in the State. Upon
receiving final approval as a non-profit from the Internal
Revenue Service, Global Youth Center Inc. can pursue appropriate

State support through the Grant-in-Aid process.
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For the foregoing reasons, I am returning House Bill No.

2045 without my approval.
Respectfully,

ez

LINDA LING
Governor of Hawaii



