EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU
April 29, 2008

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 2263

Honorable Members
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article III of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, I am returning herewith,
without my approval, House Bill No. 2263, entitled "A Bill for
an Act Relating to Harbors."

The purpose of this bill is to amend section 266-3,
Hawaii Revised Statutes, to grant the Director of Transportation
the specific power to adopt administrative rules limiting the
noise emanating from State commercial harbors. The bill also
amends section 291-36, Hawaii revised Statutes, to exempt from
scaling any vehicles used in transshipping neighbor island bound
cargo directly between piers located in Honolulu Harbor and any
activities limited to crossing a public road, street, or highway
within the State at locations approved by the director of
transportation, in the case of State highways, or the county
engineer, in the case of county roads and streets.

This bill is objectionable because part I relating to
harbor noise imposes an unduly burdensome responsibility on the
Department of Transportation, Harbors Division, to adopt
administrative rules for the regulation and enforcement of noise
emanating from State commercial harbors. The Harbors Division
is currently implementing the Harbors Modernization Plan, which
will understandably add to the activities of our harbors.
Persons who moved intoc the area near commercial harbors knew, or

should have known, that there would be noise emanating from the
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harbor due to cargo operations. To reduce noise, cargo
operations may have to be restricted or costly noise abatement
programs may have to be implemented, which could have harmful
effects on the transport of goods into and out of the State and
through the commercial harbor system.

Part II of the bill relating to the scaling of
vehicles is also objectionable because it is in the interest of
public safety that the Department of Transportation be able to
ascertain the weight of all cargo-transporting vehicles that use
the State's highways and bridges. All bridges have weight
limitations and the weight of all cargo-transporting vehicles
should be verified for compliance. 1In addition, over-weight
vehicles increase the deterioration of highways and bridges at a
faster rate and accelerate the need for repair and maintenance.
Scaling ensures that vehicles remain within acceptable and safe
weight limits and that violators pay their fair share of repair
and maintenance costs.

For the foregoing reasons, I am returning House Bill
No. 2263 without my approval.

Respectfully,
Governor of Hawaii



