EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU
July 8, 2008

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 3386

Honorable Members
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article III of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, I am returning herewith,
without my approval, House Bill No. 3386, entitled "A Bill or an
Act Relating to Attorneys."

The purpose of this bill is to expressly authorize
administrative rules officers and specialists who are employed
by the Department of Taxation and licensed to practice law to be
designated "special tax counsel" to provide legal advice to the
department concerning matters relating to title 14, "Taxation,"
of the Hawaii Revised Statutes.

I am returning this bill with objections because the
amendments made to section 231-4.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to
effectuate the bill's purposes, repeal the provisions creating
the administrative rules officer and specialist positions,
describing the qualifications and duties for the positions, and
authorizing the Director of Taxation to appoint persons to fill
the positions. I am particularly concerned because the
amendments eliminate section 231-4.5's civil service exemptions
for administrative rules officer and specialist positions. This
could compromise the incumbents’ current level of compensation
and adversely affect the Department of Taxation’s flexibility in
recruiting and hiring attorneys.

I would have no objection to approving this bill if

the section’s current title was retained, the existing
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provisions of section 231-4.5 were retained and designated
subsection (a), and the new provisions of the section were re-
designated subsections (b), (c) and (d).
For the foregoing reasons, I am returning House Bill
No. 3386 without my approval.
Respectfully,
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LINDA LINGL
Governor of Hawaii



