EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU
July 8, 2008

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO SENATE BILL NO. 1526

Honorable Members
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaiil

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article III of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, I am returning herewith,
without my approval Senate Bill No. 1526 entitled "A Bill for an
Act Relating to Judiciary."

The purpose of this bill is to specify the salary
ranges effective on July 1, 2008 for the Administrative Director
of the Courts and the Deputy Administrative Director of the
Court, with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State
of Hawaii authorized to determine the actual salaries. The
salaries for these positions were excluded from the salary
review by the Commission on Salaries established by section 26-
56, Hawaii Revised Statutes, pursuant to Section 3.5 of Article
XVI of the State Constitution.

This bill is objectionable because of the
disproportionate increases it would give to two people while the
residents of this state are facing times of economic
uncertainty. The bill grants the Chief Justice discretion to
set the salary of the Administrative Director of the Courts
within the salary range of $120,000 to $150,000, effective July
1, 2008. This would amount to a 6.7% to 30.5% increase for the
current incumbent. The bill also gives the Chief Justice
discretion to determine the salary of the Deputy Administrative
Director of the Courts within a range of $115,000 to $140,000,
effective July 1, 2008. This would be a 7.9% to 30.2% increase



STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS
SENATE BILL NO. 1526
Page 2

for the person who holds this position.

By comparison, many of Hawaii's own residents are
facing de facto wage decreases due to increases in basic living
expenses, including food, fuel, and rent. Some have recently
lost their jobs and the State is working diligently to assist
these families and individuals as they seek new employment. To
dramatically increase the salary of two government officials
whose duties and responsibilities have not changed could be
interpreted as callous to the challenges ordinary people are
facing.

Even with a veto of this measure, these two people
will still receive a 3.5% pay raise effective July 1, 2008,
raising their pay to $116,416 for the Administrator and $110,872
for the Deputy Administrator.

It should be noted that the amendment to Article XVI,
Section 3.5 of the State Constitution, ratified in November of
2006, should have included the Director and Deputy ‘
Administrative Director of the Courts. The voters have an
opportunity to correct this oversight by approving a 2008 ballot
measure to convene a Constitutional Convention.

For the foregoing reasons, I am returning Senate Bill

No. 1526 without my approval.

Respectfully,
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LINDA LINGL

Governor of Hawaiil



