EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
‘ HONOLULU
July 8, 2008

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2644

Honorable Members
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article III of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, I am returning herewith,
without my approval, Senate Bill No. 2644, entitled "A Bill for
an Act Relating to The State Historic Preservation Officer.”

The purpose of this bill is to amend the
qualifications of the State Historic Preservation Officer to
meet the required standards established by the United States
Secretary of the Interior. Specifically, this bill requires the
person appointed by the Governor as the State Historic
Preservation Officer be qualified in architecture, architectural
histoty, archaeology, history, culture, or a closely related
field.

This bill is objectionable because the United States
Department of the Interior does not require that the State
Historic Preservation Officer meet professional qualification
standards.

Currently, the Chairperson of the Board of Land and
Natural Resources serves as the State Historic Preservation
Officer. The State Historic Preservation Division of the
Department of Land and Natural Resources is managed by an
Administrator who is responsible for the daily operations of the
division and who reports to the Chairperson of the Board of Land

and Natural Resources. The Administrator's position is also
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referred to as the Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer.

The fact that the Chairperson of the Board of Land and
Natural Resources serves as the State's Historic Preservation
Officer has been a long-standing practice that has met with
federal approval. Federal regulations specify that the State
Historic Preservation Officer is responsible for maintaining a
staff that meets the professional qualification requirements,
but does not require the State Historic Preservation Officer to
have those professional qualifications.

For the foregoing reasons, I am returning Senate Bill

No. 2644 without my approval.

Respectfully,
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LINDA LINGL
Governor of Hawaii



