EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU
May 1, 2008

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2828

Honorable Members
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article III of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, I am returning herewith,
without my approval, Senate Bill No. 2828, entitled "A Bill for
an Act Relating to Disaster Relief."

The purpose of this bill is to confine the Governor’s
power to provide relief for disasters caused by events other
than acts of nature, enemy attack, or acts of terrorism, solely
to the period immediately after a man-made disaster occurs until
the Legislature acts to provide further relief in a regular or
special session. It also limits the extent to which the
Governor may suspend laws to provide relief for man-made
disasters only until the next occurring regular session of the
Legislature is adjourned sine die, unless the suspension of laws
is extended by a concurrent resolution or legislative enactment.

Unless the Legislature is already sitting in a regular
session, the Legislature will have to be called into special
session every time a disaster occurs that falls outside the
narrow scope of this bill.

This measure is particularly onerous because the
substantial restrictions placed on the State’s ability to
respond to disasters in the future, are also imposed on disaster
relief efforts that are currently underway, unless the
Legislature permits them to continue by concurrent resolution.

Allowing this measure to become law could prevent us from
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completing on-going efforts to shelter and provide needed health
and social services for the homeless on Oahu.

This bill also creates substantial potential legal
issues for the several emergency proclamations pursuant to which
disaster relief for the homeless is currently being provided.
This bill terminates those proclamations immediately--creating
significant uncertainty. This immediate termination is
inappropriate.

The full panoply of the State’s resources should be
available to respond to every disaster that may threaten the
community. The Governor should not be precluded from utilizing
those resources until the Legislature gives its permission to
act.

For all of these reasons, therefore, I am returning
Senate Bill No. 2828 without my approval.

Respectfully,

e

LINDA LINGL
Governor of Hawaii

SB 2828



