EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU
July 8, 2008

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2840

Honorable Members
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article III of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, I am returning herewith,
without my approval, Senate Bill No. 2840, entitled "A Bill for
an Act Relating to Self-Sufficiency."

The purpose of this bill is to require the Department
of Business, Economic Development and Tourism to establish and
update biennially a self-sufficiency standard that reflects, at
a minimum, costs relating to housing, food, child care,
transportation, health care, clothing and household expenses,
federal and state tax obligations, family size, children’s ages,
geography, and the number of household wage earners.

Bach year, the federal government publishes the
federal poverty guidelines which states can use for
administrative purposes, such as determining financial
eligibility for certain federal programs. The federal poverty
guidelines are an established, tested measure that provides
uniform analysis and application across the 50 states.

This bill is objectionable because it requires the
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism to
develop an alternative standard without any funding or staff
with which to do it. As such, this bill represents an unfunded
mandate. In the coming months, State agencies will be forced to

focus staff and limited funding on their core mission and goals.
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Further, establishing and updating the standard
described in this bill could lead to the use of this standard
for "official" purposes, creating expectations that the State
can raise benefit levels at a time when fiscal constraints limit
this ability.

For the foregoing reasons, I am returning Senate Bill
No. 2840 without my approval.

Respectfully,
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LINDA LINGL
Governor of Hawailil



