
Weekly Wrap-Up: November 10-16, 2007  
Quote of the Week
"We are grateful for the 
service of men and women 
currently deployed and for 
our veterans.  We will 
always, always remember 
the brave individuals who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
each of us." 
 
- Governor Lingle, speaking at the 
annual Veterans Day ceremony.  
Read more. 

 

Thought of the Week
"The [Yukio Okutsu Veterans 
Home] represents a small 
part of the overall fabric of 
care our veterans deserve, 
from adequate healthcare to 
proper retirement benefits to 
the very basics of having a 
place to sleep at night." 
 
- An excerpt from the Honolulu 
Advertiser editorial, "New veterans 
home sends the right signal." Read 
more.  
 

 

"Governor Lingle has been a 
special friend to those 
suffering from conditions that 
often go unseen... What a 
difference she has made on 
behalf of our patients."

- Dr. Jeffrey Akaka, speaker of the 
House of Delegates for the 
American Psychiatric Association, 

 

 
●     

Honoring Hawai`i's Veterans.  Read more.  
 

●     

Governor Highlights Innovation at Small Business 
Conference. Read more. 
 

●     

50th Anniversary of Statehood Commission Convenes. 
Read more.  
 

●     

Hawai`i Observes Homelessness Awareness Week. Listen 
to the Governor's Weekly Radio Address and read more. 
 

●     

Judge Lifts Injunction on Superferry. Read a statement 
from Governor Lingle. 

Honoring Hawai`i's Veterans  
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thanking Governor Lingle for her 
support of Hawai`i residents 
suffering from mental illness. Read 
more.     

  

Upcoming Events

November 19, Governor 
Lingle and Lt. Governor 
Aiona will kick off the season 
of giving at the launch of the 
Salvation Army's Red Kettle 
Bell Ringing donation drive.  
 
November 19, Governor 
Lingle will attend a 
celebration to mark the 
University of Hawai`i's 100th 
anniversary.  The event will 
also include the inauguration 
ceremony for University of 
Hawai`i at Manoa Chancellor 
Virginia Hinshaw. 
 
November 19, Governor 
Lingle will discuss state 
issues on the afternoon drive-
time radio show with host 
Mike Buck.  The public is 
invited to call in from 5:00 - 
6:00 p.m. HST at 521-8383 
with questions and 
comments.  The show can be 
heard live on KHVH 830 AM.  
 
November 22, HOLIDAY - 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
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As part of her ongoing commitment to Hawai`i veterans and their 
families, Governor Lingle attended several Veterans Day events 
during the past week.  The Governor honored the distinguished 
service of Hawai`i's men and women in uniform, as well as those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice for the sake of freedom.

YUKIO OKUTSU VETERANS HOME DEDICATED 
At a ceremony to dedicate the Yukio Okutsu Veterans Home in 
Hilo, Governor Lingle joined State Adjutant General, Major 
General Robert Lee and Admiral Timothy Keating, commander, U.
S. Pacific Command, in thanking Hawai`i's veterans for their 
distinguished service.

"Today is a message to veterans in Hawai`i.  We will take care of 
you as you have taken care of us," the Governor said. "All of you 
veterans have a special place in our hearts and our island 
`ohana." 
   
The 95-bed nursing home and adult day care center, located on 
the Hilo Medical Center campus, is the first facility in the state to 
provide nursing home and domiciliary care to eligible veterans. 
Hawai`i was previously one of only three states that did not have 
a veterans home. 

"Today, we give our brave a home," said Governor Lingle.

Governor Lingle also thanked Big Island residents for their 
dedication to making the veterans home a reality.

"Hawai`i is showing that we don't take our veterans for granted," 
said Governor Lingle.  "The freedoms we all enjoy have been 
made possible by their sacrifices."
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The state provided $13.2 million towards the completion of the 
facility, which is named after World War II veteran Yukio Okutsu, 
a member of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and a recipient 
of the Congressional Medal of Honor.  During the ceremony, the 
Governor presented the family of the late Yukio Okutsu with a 
Medal of Honor Flag.

GOVERNOR HOSTS VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
To honor the estimated 120,000 veterans currently living in the 
State of Hawai`i, as well as veterans across the nation, Governor 
Lingle hosted an annual Veterans Day Ceremony at Hawai`i State 
Veterans Cemetery in Kane`ohe. 

The Governor encouraged residents to live by their words of 
appreciation for veterans' service.  

"We must show our gratitude for veterans and our country in how 
we live each day," said Governor Lingle.  

The Governor also discussed the state's continuing financial 
support for veterans and their families, and joined State Adjutant 
General, Major General Robert Lee and Admiral Timothy Keating, 
commander, United States Pacific Command, in laying a wreath 
on behalf of the state.

"Working with the military is among my greatest honors as 
Governor," she said.  "I am incredibly proud and eternally grateful 
to those who have served, and are currently serving, our nation.  
Every freedom we enjoy, we owe to their selfless sacrifice." 

GOVERNOR URGES MENTAL, EMOTIONAL SUPPORT FOR 
VETERANS 
The Governor shared her message of support for veterans with 
delegates from the Hawai`i Psychiatric Medical Association and 
American Medical Association Section Council on Psychiatry.

"Large numbers of veterans are coming home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and they will be needing your help," the Governor 
told delegates in attendance. "The mental and emotional health 
services you offer will play a critical role for veterans and their 
families," she added.

KOREAN AMERICAN PARTNERSHIP ASSOCIATION  
WELCOMED TO HAWAI`I 
Governor Lingle welcomed delegates from the Korean American 
Partnership Association (KAPA) to Hawai`i. 
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"Words matter, but they pale in comparison to your actions," the 
Governor told KAPA members. "Traveling on an airplane to 
personally share your appreciation with veterans means more 
than you will ever know."

KAPA supports organizations and events that foster goodwill 
between the U.S. military and Korean communities, and works 
closely with Korean War veterans organizations in America.

A home for the brave 
 
Hawai`i Tribune-Herald, 

November 13, 2007

First veterans home 

operated by state, named 

for WWII hero, opens 
 
Honolulu Advertiser, 

November 13, 2007

 
Governor Highlights Innovation  
at Small Business Conference  
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At the 10th Biennial Hawai`i Small Business Innovation Research 
and Small Business Technology Transfer Conference, Governor 
Lingle shared her Administration's work to increase Hawai`i's 
capacity to compete in the global economy.

"Our world is rapidly changing through globalization, technology, 
science and innovation," the Governor said.  "Hawai`i must adapt 
and stay ahead of the curve."

To achieve this goal, last January the Governor launched the 
Hawai`i Innovation Initiative, a comprehensive plan designed to 
improve the quality of life for Hawai`i residents, while preserving 
natural resources and reducing an over-dependence on land 
development.

"You are doing the type of work that will take our state forward," 
Governor Lingle told representatives from small technology and 
innovative research and development businesses.  "Your efforts 
diversify and fuel our economy, inspire creativity in others, and 
provide careers for the next generation."

Governor Lingle highlighted the Hawai`i-based, high-tech 
company Archinoetics as a business that is leading the effort to 
promote innovative practices and creativity in the state. Owned 
by Hunter and Traci Downs, the company is focused on advancing 
technologies that connect humans with computing, neuroscience, 
engineering and physics. It began in March 2005 with six 
employees and has more than doubled in size.

The Hawai`i Small Business Innovation Research and Small 
Business Technology Transfer Conference aims to help small 
business entrepreneurs with new ideas for innovative products 
win federal grants so they can successfully transition from the 



 

research and development phase to the point where they can 
create a marketable product.

●     

Watch the Governor's remarks.

 

Governor Convenes Meeting of 50th  
Anniversary of Statehood Commission 

Governor Lingle welcomed members of the 50th Anniversary of 
Statehood Commission as they gathered at the Hawai`i State 
Capitol for their first meeting. 

The 25-member commission was established this year under Act 
140 to develop, plan and coordinate activities to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the admission of Hawai`i to the United 
States.

"This celebration will be a meaningful and fun instrument to unify 
our state," Governor Lingle told the members. "I am excited to 
hear the ideas you come up with."

The Governor outlined three of the most important issues the 
commission will have to address: an emphasis on the past vs. the 
future, cultural sensitivities, and the inclusion of both residents 
and visitors.

"We must make certain that our young people don't take our 
history for granted," said Governor Lingle.  "In order to celebrate 
this milestone, we need to remember our past and look ahead to 
our future."

Commission officers include Kippen de Alba Chu, chair; Keith 
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Vieira, vice chair; Stafford Kiguchi, vice chair - finance; Lenny 
Klompus, vice chair - events; and Deidre Tegarden, secretary. 
 

Supporting University of Hawai`i -  
Hilo and Hawai`i Community College  

Governor Lingle attended a dinner and auction fundraiser for Hui 
Ka Ua, an organization that provides support for programs and 
initiatives that enhance the University of Hawai`i - Hilo and 
Hawai`i Community College.

"Higher education is critical to progress in Hawai`i, our nation and 
the entire Pacific region," Governor Lingle said as she thanked 
members of the Hilo community for their support of the 
university.  

"My obligation as Governor is to help our public university system 
thrive, and organizations such as Hui Ka Ua and partnerships with 
the community are key," she added.

The Governor also discussed the Big Island's world class 
opportunities for students, particularly in the areas of science, 
technology, engineering and math, and encouraged the university 
to take full advantage of the region's resources.

"The Big Island is an ideal classroom for science, technology and 
innovation," Governor Lingle said.  "Astronomy on Mauna Kea is 
among the best on Earth, Kilauea is the world's most active 
volcano, the island is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean for marine 
studies, and there are many diverse types of agriculture to 
research and practice."

Hui Ka Ua was created and chartered by Hilo residents, most of 
whom attended UH Hilo or Hawai`i Community College at one 



time. 
 
 

Governor Inspires Students  
at Wai`anae Elementary School 

The Governor spoke to second and third grade students living on 
the Leeward Coast as part of Wai`anae Elementary School's 
Career Day activities.

Governor Lingle shared her experiences as the leader of the state 
and encouraged students to set goals and follow their dreams.  

"Always remember that you can be anything you want to be as 
long as you study hard," she said.

The students also heard from other community leaders, including 
a representative from the state Department of Land and Natural 
Resources and Grammy Award-winning music recording artist and 
North Shore resident Jack Johnson.

Wai`anae Elementary School educates approximately 540 
students from preschool to sixth grade; and is one of the oldest 
schools on O`ahu, celebrating its 150th anniversary in 2005.

 

Waiakea High School Robotics  
Team Represents Hawai`i  

at International Competition 



Waiakea High School's Robotics Club returned this week from the 
16th annual Micro Robot Maze Contest in Tokyo and Nagoya, 
Japan.

The first American secondary school to participate, the team's 17 
students competed against college and high school teams with 
micro robots that measured either one cubic inch or one 
centimeter in size.  With components that small, the students 
were required to use microscopes or magnifying lenses for much 
of their work.

Led by Waiakea High School teachers Dale Olive and Eric 
Hagiawara and mentor Riley Ceria, a Waiakea High School and 
University of Hawai`i Electrical Engineering graduate, the 
students earned first place in the Fully Autonomous Micro Robot 
Maze Competition (robot name: Teeny Humuhumu), third place in 
the Micro Robot Racer Competition (robot name: Stich.05) and 
the Special Judges' Award, 5th Overall Standing for the Remote 
Controlled Micro Robot Maze Competition (robot name: Teeny 
Humuhumu).

"It was very exhilarating, working with an electrical engineer," 
said Waiakea High School junior Kelson Lau.  "You couldn't 
believe you could build something that small.  And competing in 
Japan was indescribable."

Earlier this year, Governor Lingle met with members of the 
Waiakea High School Robotics Team before they left Hawai`i for 
the 2007 FIRST Robotics Championships in Atlanta, Georgia.  The 
Governor is supporting robotics as part of the Hawai`i Innovation 
Initiative to engage Hawai`i students in science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) education.



Waiakea High School 

dominates international 

contest 
 
Hawai`i Tribune-Herald, 

November 15, 2007

Aired Statewide beginning 
Thursday, November 15 at 2:30 p.m. HST

Hawai`i Observes Homelessness  
Awareness Week 

I proclaimed this week as Homelessness Awareness Week in 
Hawai`i to maintain our important focus on housing challenges.  
We continue making significant progress addressing the homeless 
problems along the Leeward Coast of O`ahu and statewide.

To date, the three new emergency shelters have helped 684 
people successfully transition into permanent housing, including 
renting their own rooms or apartments, transitional housing, and 
other housing arrangements.  In total, the three facilities have 
provided safe and secure shelter as well as meals to more than 
1,900 people.  

The shelters have also provided essential services to help 
homeless individuals and families move toward self-sufficiency, 
including life skills, job assistance, health and dental care, 
childcare, and substance abuse counseling and treatment.

We are working hard everyday toward ending homelessness in 
Hawai`i. 

●     

Listen to this address.

Department of the Week
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Commerce and  
Consumer Affairs 

The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs' Office of the 
Securities Commissioner was awarded the 2007 Investor 
Education Outreach Award by the North American Securities 
Administrator's Association (NASAA).  The award was presented 
to Hawai`i's Investor Education Specialist, Theresa Kong Kee.

The award recognizes the state, province or territory in North 
America with the greatest consumer outreach through their 
investor education program.

"Education is a critical part of consumer protection, and the 
department believes that increased fraud awareness and financial 
literacy will help people make better financial decisions," said 
Commissioner of Securities Tung Chan. 



Governor Lingle joined Lt. General John Goodman, commander, U.
S. Marine Corps Forces - Pacific and Hawai`i-based Marine Corps 
officers and their spouses at a celebration in honor of the 232nd 
anniversary of the United Staes Marine Corps (USMC).

The USMC traces its roots to the Continental Marines of the 
American Revolutionary War, formed at Tun Tavern in 
Philadelphia, by a resolution of the Continental Congress on 
November 10, 1775, a date celebrated as the birthday of the 
Marine Corps. 

 
We invite you to submit digital photos of your loved ones 
who are serving our country in the defense of freedom and 
liberty around the world.  Please e-mail your photos and a 
brief caption to governor.lingle@hawaii.gov. 

 

Bridges being reinforced to 
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withstand quakes 
 
The Maui News, November 13, 

2007
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