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Higher education is vital to the future success of Hawai‘i’s students and is a critical investment in our state’s
workforce.

Higher education degrees are essential for many of the jobs offering the best wages in Hawai‘i’s growth
industries—such as positions that rely on using science, technology, engineering and math skills. Currently, nearly 90
percent of the jobs in our state’s highly competitive career market require at least some post-high school education or
training. Raising the potential of Hawai‘l’s human capital is imperative for our state to fully participate in the
expanding global economy in coming years.

Current research reveals that 65 out of every 100 Hawai‘i students entering 9th grade will graduate high school
within four years. Of those students, 33 enter college immediately following high school graduation and 21 of them
return to college for a second year, but only 13 of those 100 students will earn a college degree within a six-year period.
An even smaller number go on to pursue graduate level degrees.

Studies show that many of Hawai‘i’s residents, including students and their parents, have misconceptions about
financial considerations, the need for academic preparation, admission and financial requirements for postsecondary
education. To address these concerns, our Administration launched Hawai‘i 529 — Hawai‘i College Savings Program
to help families plan for the financial costs of higher education. This plan has the potential to help many students
realize their dream of attaining higher education by planning early.

Recognizing these growing challenges and the importance of encouraging our students to seek higher education
opportunities, a coalition of business leaders and community organizations are partnering with GEAR UP Hawai‘i to
conduct a college awareness campaign. Their efforts include a kick-off event at Ala Moana Center on January 5, 2008,
featuring exhibits and counseling sessions by local groups, including the University of Hawai‘i, Pacific Financial Aid
Association, Hawai‘i Association for College Admission Counseling, Upward Bound and Na Pua No‘eau. They will be
promoting college access and academic success.

THEREFORE, I, LINDA LINGLE, Governor, and I, JAMES R. “DUKE” AIONA, JR., Lieutenant
Governor of the State of Hawai‘i, do hereby proclaim January 2008, as

COLLEGE AWARENESS MONTH

in Hawai‘i, and strongly encourage our residents to support students’ postsecondary education aspirations and the
initiatives that prepare them to be successful through higher education.

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai‘i, this twenty-eighth day of
December 2008.

AZ% %J@/

Linda Lingle James R. “Duke’ Aiona, Jr.
Governor, State of Hawai‘i Lieutenant Govgrnor, State of Hawai‘i
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