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Death of Two Giraffes from Molokai Ranch

Two giraffes, Momi (16-years-old) and Maikai (10-years-old), being transferred from the Mol okai
Ranch Wildlife Conservation Park to the Maui Kelki Zoo died during preparation for shipment. The State
Department of Agricultureand aMolokai Ranch veterinarian are attempting to determine why thetwo
giraffes, who werein good physica condition, died unexpectedly. Thegiraffeshad entered shipping crates
without incident and were sedated to minimize stress by the M olokai Ranch veterinarian. Subsequently,
thegiraffeswere skin tested for tubercul osisand ablood samplefor brucellosisand anaplasmosiswas
collected by adeputy state veterinarian. Both veterinariansindicated the procedureswent smoothly and
without complications. However, severd hoursafter completion of capture and testing, whilethe giraffes
were being repositioned for transport, Momi collapsed in the container and ceased breathing. Attempts
by the Moloka Ranch veterinarianto revive Momi were unsuccessful. Shortly thereafter, Maikali, the
smaler giraffe, lay downin the container and wasunabletorise. Shewasimmediately removed fromthe
container under veterinary supervisionto makeit easier for her torise. Attemptsto get her toriseand
subsequent medicd treatmentswere unsuccessful.

Autopsieswere conducted on the giraffesin an attempt to determine the cause of death. Preliminary
resultsdid not revea any obviousdisease process. Laboratory examination of tissue samplestaken during
the autopsies should be complete within oneto two weeks.

Thetesting requirementsfor movement of the giraffesto Maui were put in place by the Board of
Agriculturetoinsurethat important diseases, especially bovinetuberculosiswere absent intheseanimals.
Bovinetuberculossisacontagious disease of livestock that may affect exotic animas, wildlife or humans.
Molokai hasa60-year history of recurrent bovine tubercul osisinfections and safeguards such aspre-
movement testing are necessary to prevent its spread to other idands.
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