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Report on House Concurrent Resolution No. 10
REQUESTING THE EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION INTERAGENCY
WORK GROUP TO DEVELOP A MECHANISM TO EFFECTIVELY
DISSEMINATE INFORMATION ON THE AVAILABILITY OF
OVER-THE-COUNTER EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION IN THE STATE
October 28, 2005
l. Introduction

The 2005 Hawaii State Legislature passed House Concurrent Resolution 10
(HCR 10) “Requesting the Emergency Contraception Interagency Work Group to
Develop a Mechanism to Effectively Disseminate Information on the Availability of
Over-the-Counter Emergency Contraception (EC) in the State.”* This Resolution directs
the Department of Health (DOH) to spearhead efforts in developing a coordinated
strategic plan. This coordinated plan would focus on increasing public awareness for the
prevention and intervention of unintended pregnancy and the availability of EC through
participating pharmacists in the State of Hawaii. This report provides a summary of EC
awareness activities and the response and outcomes to House Concurrent Resolution 10
from January to October 2005.

1. Background of Emergency Contraceptive Awareness Activities

Since1992 the Department of Health through its Family Health Services Division,
Maternal and Child Health Branch, Family Planning Program (FPP) has facilitated
actions to promote awareness of EC and prevent unintended pregnancies. The FPP

pioneered statewide efforts to increase awareness of EC through population based

education programs, products and events, provider services, and listing of providers on

! Emergency Contraception (EC) is not available Over-the-Counter, but through a pharmacist
who has a collaborative agreement with a physician.



the EC Hot-line and website. Partnership with the Healthy Mothers Health Babies
Coalition of Hawaii and other advocacy efforts resulted in the EC Interagency Work
Group and the EC Access House Bill 123, HD1, SDI signed into law by Governor Lingle
(ACT 201). ACT 201 amended the definition of the “practice of pharmacy” to allow
pharmacists to initiate emergency contraception oral drug therapy in accordance with a
written collaborative agreement between a licensed physician and a pharmacist who has
received appropriate training. This was followed by an administrative rulemaking
process on this bill in which the Work Group was involved and resulted in the
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affair’s Board of Pharmacy approval of the
Administrative Rules and a collaborative agreement model in December 2004. In April
2004, the Work Group collaborated with the Hawaii Pharmacists Association to train
over one hundred fifty pharmacists on the required EC training, providing specific
information on the Hawaii EC law and its administrative requirements. There have been
approximately ninety-two collaborative agreements developed with the assistance of the
Work Group. However, the geographic location of providers with collaborative
agreements continues to show access discrepancies across the state.
Response to House Concurrent Resolution 10

House Concurrent Resolution 10 requested that representatives from other state
and county agencies participate in the existing EC Interagency Work Group that has been
meeting since 2002. The membership of the existing Work Group has consisted of a
diverse group of private and public sectors representatives. To address HCR 10, the
Department of Health, Family Planning Program convened an initial EC Briefing

Meeting for state and county agencies through the State Video Conference Centers



(VCC), including neighbor island sites (Attachment A). As requested by HCR 10, very
specific state and county agencies were invited to participate in the EC Briefing. Thirty-
three participants (representing eighteen agencies) attended this briefing. Of these
attendees, twenty were not current Work Group participants and seven were from new
agencies. The EC presentation included information on emergency contraception and its
potential impact in reducing the Hawaii unintended pregnancy rate; Hawaii’s law
allowing pharmacists with collaborative agreements to provide EC through pharmacies
throughout the state; HCR 10 implementation; and EC Interagency Work Group goals
and next steps.

Following the EC briefing meeting, there has been five EC Interagency Work
Group meetings with assistance from Healthy Mothers Health Babies Coalition of
Hawaii, the ongoing facilitator of the existing EC Interagency Work Group. All meetings
have addressed plans for increasing public awareness and access to emergency
contraception.
Outcomes of Response to House Concurrent Resolution 10

The implementation of HCR 10 has assisted in expanding partnerships and efforts
to prevent unintended pregnancy in the State of Hawaii. Emergency contraception has
been viewed for many years as an important option to prevent unintended pregnancy and
associated medical, behavioral, social and economic risks. Hawaii’s unintended rate has
been approximately 50% since 1999 and far from the Healthy People 2010 Obijective of
30%.

Through expanded partnerships and strategic planning, the Emergency

Contraceptive Work Group has strengthened its capacity to meet the objectives of



HCR 10 to more effectively disseminate information on the availability of emergency

contraception in the State of Hawaii.

A. Partnerships

As a result of the HCR 10 EC Briefing, new partners have requested that

quarterly meetings of the EC Interagency Workgroup be provided through video
conferencing to allow for their participation in discussions and related actions.
New partnerships resulting from this briefing includes all Mayors’ Offices
(Hawaii County, Kauai County, and Maui County). Other critical partnerships
developed during this timeframe are the Board of Nursing and the University of
Hawaii (John A Burns School of Medicine). A very influential partnership has
been developed with the Department of Human Services to assess additional
opportunities for reimbursement and access to emergency contraception. Due to
this increased EC awareness and interest, monthly action based EC Interagency
Work Group strategic planning meetings are also occurring.

B. Emergency Contraceptive Strategic Work Plan

The EC Interagency Work Group will continue to promote many of the

EC awareness and training activities currently in place. However, with new
partnerships and expanded ideas, these efforts will be strengthened as they are
incorporated into the Emergency Contraceptive Strategic Work Plan. A summary
of efforts includes:

1. EC Awareness Campaign: Continuing to assess venues to promote the

EC slogan, “ECP — Not Just the Morning After: Accidents Happen But

Pregnancy Doesn’t Have To.”



2. Pharmacist Training and Collaborative Agreements: Continuing to

provide pharmacists EC training and to focus on those geographic areas
identified to have limited access; and, encourage more pharmacists to be
trained and establish collaborative agreements with physicians.

3. Obtaining Resources: Expanded partnerships will provide new

opportunities to seek resources and promote awareness of EC; a primary
EC stakeholder Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies Coalition of Hawaii has
obtained a $50,000 one year demonstration grant for continued education
and coordination of pharmacists on EC, and to develop and implement an
EC awareness campaign targeting fourteen (14) to twenty-four (24) year
old adolescents and young adults.

This effort will also integrate with prior plans and the slogan,
which was developed.

4. Assessment: Conduct population based surveys to assess the public’s
awareness of EC and its availability, redirecting or expanding actions
based on this knowledge.

Finally, as part of its five year needs assessment, the Department of Health, Family
Health Services Division, Maternal and Child Health Branch, through its Family Planning
Program, has selected unintended pregnancy as one of its priorities. As such, the Family
Planning Program will continue with its partners to be a primary advocate for a variety of

strategies to address unintended pregnancy with EC being one of these interventions.



ATTACHMENT A

Attendees and Agencies
Emergency Contraception Briefing Meeting

Dee Helber *

State of Hawaii, Department of Education
641 18™ Avenue, V201

Honolulu, HI 96816

email: dee_helber/sss/hidoe@notes.k12.hi.us

Lynnette Honbo, M.D. *

State of Hawaii, Department of Human Services

MedQuest Division

P.O. Box 700190

Kapolei, HI 96709-0190

email: lhonbo@cyrcahealth.com

Doris Ching, Ed.D. *
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Student Affairs

Bachman Hall, Room 204
2444 Dole Street

Honolulu, HI 96822

email: dorisc@hawaii.edu

Maria Patten, M.D. *

Board of Medical Examiners

Dept. of Commerce & Consumer Affairs-PVL
P.O. Box 3469

Honolulu, HI 96801

email: maria@dmpatten.com

Lee Ann Teshima

Board of Pharmacy

Dept. of Commerce & Consumer Affairs-PVL
P.O. Box 3469

Honolulu, HI 96801

email: pharmacy@dcca.state.hi.us

Sue Ann Yasuoka, R.Ph.

Times Supermarket

Administration Office

3375 Koapaka Street, D108

Honolulu, HI 96819

email: sueann@times-supermarket.com

8/25/05

Patricia Lange-Otsuka, R.N. *

Board of Nursing

Hawaii Pacific University School of Nursing
45-045 Kamehameha Highway

Kaneohe, HI 96744

email: potsuka@hpu.edu

Cindy Minakami, R.Ph.
Longs Drugs

2270 Hoonee Place

Honolulu, HI 96819

email: cminakami@Ilongs.com

Annelle Amaral

Planned Parenthood of Hawaii
1350 South King Street, #310
Honolulu, HI 96814

email: annelle.amaral@ppfa.org

Sonia Blackiston *

Planned Parenthood of Hawaii
1350 South King Street, #310
Honolulu, HI 96814

email: sblackiston@pphi.org

Barbara Kashiwabara, R.Ph.

Kaiser Permanente

501 Alakawa Street, Suite 101
Honolulu, HI 96817

email: barbara.kashiwabara@kp.org

Florence Gacutam

Duramed

3400 Paty Drive

Honolulu, HI 96822

email: fgacutan@duramed.cpm

Willie Parker, M.D.

U.H. School of Medicine, OB/GYN Dept.
The Queens Medical Center/Outpatient Center
1301 Punchbowl Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

email: wparker@queens.org



Sally Cravalho * (for Mayor Mufi Hanneman)
Department of Community Services

City and County of Honolulu

711 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1422

Honolulu, HI 96823

email: scravalho@honolulu.gov

Neighbor Island Attendees

Mary Daubert * (for Mayor Bryan Baptiste)
Mayor’s Office

County of Kauai

Information Specialist

4444 Rice Street, Suite 235

Lihue, HI 96766

email: mdaubert@kauai.gov

Cash Lopez *

Kauai District Health Office

Maternal and Child Health Branch
3040 Umi Street

Lihue, HI 96766

email: cllopez@mail.health.state.hi.us

Teresa Sakai, R.N. *

Board of Nursing

Kauai District Health Office

3040 Umi Street

Lihue, HI 96766

email: teresa.sakai@doh.hawaii.gov

Kamuela Aea *

Hoola Lahui Hawaii

Kauai Community Health Center
4491 Rice Street, Unit 6

Lihue, HI 96766

email: kaea@hoolalahui.org

Elizabeth Joyce, R.N. *

Hoola Lahui Hawaii

Kauai Community Health Center
4491 Rice Street, Unit 6

Lihue, HI 96766

email: ejoyce@hoolalahui.org

Barbara Tanner, R.N. *

Board of Nursing

165 Ehilani Street

Pukalani, HI 96768

email: bmauigirl2000@yahoo.com

Polly Ann Busby, R.N. *

Maui District Health Office

54 High Street

Wailuku, HI 96793-2198

email: pabusby@maui.heatlh.state.hi.us

Wendy Stebbins *  (for Mayor Alan Arakawa)
Maui County

Department of Housing and Human Concerns
Grants Management Division

200 South High Street, 4™ Floor

Wailuku, HI 96793

email: wendy.stebbins@co.maui.hi.us

Joy Brann *

Family Planning Education Services
47-A Pumauna Street

Pukalani, HI 96786

email: joran@maui.net

Katharyn Daub, R.N. *
Board of Nursing

1783 Halekole Street

Hilo, HI 96720

email: katharyn@hawaii.edu



Andy Levin*  (for Mayor Harry Kim)
Mayor’s Office

County of Hawaii

25 Aupuni Street

Hilo, HI 96720

email: alevin@co.hawaii.us

* New attendees to EC Work Group meeting.

June Shibuya, R.N. *

Maternal and Child Support Services
Keawe Health Center

46 Keawe Street

Hilo, HI 96720

email: june.shibuya@doh.hawaii.gov

Sandy Tomiyama, R.N. *

Maternal and Child Support Services
Keawe Health Center

46 Keawe Street

Hilo, HI 96720

email: sandra.tomiyama@doh.hawaii.gov



