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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PROPOSES ADA CHANGES

The U.S. Department of Justice has issued its long-awaited proposed amendments to Titles II and III of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The proposed rules intend to adopt the revised 2004 ADA/ABA Accessibility Guidelines issued by the U.S. Access Board.  In addition to adopting the “new ADAAG” the rules discuss how to interpret what is ‘program access’ in Title II facilities and ‘readily achievable barrier removal’ in Title III facilities.  The rules also provide additional regulatory guidance on a number of key programs and services issues:  service animals, ticketing in stadiums, captioning in movie theaters, emergency public address systems in stadiums, communication access services such as video remote interpreting, reservations for accessible rooms in hotels, and accessible time share or vacation units.  The proposed rules are fairly lengthy and can be found on the Department of Justice’s home page at www.ada.gov.  The deadline for comments is August 18, 2008.  DCAB staff has conducted an extensive review of both proposed rules for a review by the DCAB Board at its July 17, 2008 meeting with the intent to submit comments to the U.S. Department of Justice.  

For more information on DCAB’s position on the proposed rules, contact Francine Wai by phone at (808) 586-8121 or email at francine.wai@doh.hawaii.gov.

DCAB TAKES POSITION ON ADA AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2008

The DCAB has taken a position on the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 (formerly known as the ADA Restoration Act) in support of the most recent changes proposed by a coalition of disability organizations and the business community.  DCAB reserved judgment on the initial proposed legislation because of the many concerns expressed by agencies that proposed language did not appropriately solve the problems created by the court.  The new changes appear to reflect a compromise that is palatable to all concerned.  

If you wish to have a summary of the analysis leading to DCAB’s position or more information, please contact Francine Wai by phone at (808) 

586-8121 or email at francine.wai@doh.hawaii.gov.
AIR CARRIER ACCESS ACT REVISED 

On May 7, 2008 the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) issued final rules to 14 CFR part 382 “Nondiscrimination of the Basis of Disability in Air Travel” to take effect on May 13, 2009.  These revised regulations are promulgated under the Air Carrier Access Act.  DCAB did not provide comments to the issued proposals that included the coverage of foreign air carriers and the use of oxygen by airline passengers.  DCAB staff will be analyzing the major changes.  

For more information, please contact Judy Paik by phone at (808) 586-8121 or email at 

judy.paik@doh.hawaii.gov.

DCAB REQUIRES MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

A number of issues relating to the appropriateness of various surfaces used in the outdoor recreation environment have been discussed and debated by DCAB, specifically in the Standing Committee on Facility Access.  The surfaces include engineered wood fiber (often used as a surface under play equipment), plastic sub-surface reinforcement systems with grass or gravel embedding, or wood plastic composite decking systems.  The concern is that the accessibility of these surfaces depends on proper installation and maintenance, neither of which can be verified on a blueprint.  The issue is most prominent with the engineered wood fiber, which is used instead of poured-in-place rubber under play equipment due to cost.  DCAB is requiring that entities that choose to use engineered wood fiber sign a statement acknowledging their commitment to maintenance of the surface.  DCAB is also providing a conditional approval on other document reviews by including a statement that requires maintenance of accessible features. 

For more information, please contact Curtis Motoyama by phone at (808) 586-8121 or email at curtis.motoyama@doh.hawaii.gov.

COMMUNICATION ACCESS PROVIDERS POSTED ON DCAB WEB SITE

The Communication Access page on DCAB’s web site now has a listing of sign language interpreters and real time captioners who have agreed to have their information and photo posted on our web site.  Provider information includes contact and credentialing information and the provider’s photo to especially assist consumers who are Deaf and hard of hearing in selecting their preferred interpreter or captioner.  

The DCAB also maintains a more complete listing of communication access providers that we update on a monthly basis. This listing is available to public and private entities and consumers upon request. 

For more information, please contact Kristine Pagano by phone at (866) 552-3572 or email at kristine.pagano@doh.hawaii.gov.
DCAB ANNOUNCES HQAS TEST DATES

The Hawaii Quality Assurance System (HQAS) offers qualified sign language interpreters who do not hold national certification an opportunity to obtain

credentials valid within and recognized by the State of Hawaii.  The system establishes interpreting and transliterating standards at various skill levels.  The testing fee is $200.  

The HQAS test dates are:

August 8 - 9, 2008  

Deadline to register Friday, July 25, 2008

October 10 - 11, 2008  

Deadline to register Friday, September 26, 2008

February 20 - 21, 2009  

Deadline to register Friday, February 6, 2009

April 17 - 18, 2009  

Deadline to register Friday, April 3, 2009

 For more details and/or to schedule your test, please contact Kristine Pagano by phone at (866) 552-3572. or email at kristine.pagano@doh.hawaii.gov.
WELCOME THE NEW DCAB BOARD MEMBERS!

Lance Kaneshiro is a licensed architect in the State of Hawaii with a private architectural firm.  Mr. Kaneshiro has expressed interest and demonstrated expertise in the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for the design of buildings and facilities.  The Board has responsibility, under §103-50, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to review all plans and specifications for the construction of state and county buildings, facilities, and sites to ensure physical access for persons with disabilities.  Mr. Kaneshiro’s architectural expertise will be valuable in the setting of policies, guidelines, interpretive opinions, and recommendations on key issues such as a new State Building Code. 

Ed Chevy is being appointed in the capacity of a consumer, a person with a hearing loss.  He has been a very active member of the deaf community for years as a part of Hawaii Services on Deafness, the Aloha State Association of the Deaf, and a deaf musical troupe.  Mr. Chevy is a user of American Sign Language and will be able to contribute to our Board’s responsibility to credential and test sign language interpreters under state law. 

Peter L. Fritz is being appointed in the capacity of a consumer, a person with a hearing loss.  He also brings to the Board the unique perspective of also being a family member of a person with a life-long disability.  He has been very active in the disability community, as a past member of the Rehabilitation Advisory Council and as past president of the Assistive Technology Resource Centers of Hawaii.  As an attorney licensed in the State of Hawaii, with an interest in tax law he has a broad understanding of laws affecting people with disabilities and has taken an active role in analyzing laws and providing testimony to the Legislature.  Mr. Fritz will be serving on the Board’s Legislative Committee.

Ann C. Ito is a person with a visual loss, who will be representing that segment of the community as a consumer on DCAB.  In addition, Ms. Ito is the Director of the KOKUA Program at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.  The KOKUA Program is the University’s program to provide services to students with disabilities on the Manoa campus.  Ms. Ito brings to the Board a tremendous amount of professional expertise to complement her personal perspective. 

For more information on DCAB’s new Board members, please contact DCAB by phone at (808) 586-8121 or email at dcab@doh.hawaii.gov.

OE HIRES ELECTIONS ACCESSIBILITY SPECIALIST
The State of Hawaii, Office of Elections (OE) has hired Anthony Akamine as the election specialist focusing on making the elections accessible for voters with disabilities in the State of Hawaii.  The Office of Elections has selected new voting machines for the 2008 elections, including accessible voting machines as required by the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  

Each polling place in the State of Hawaii will have at least one Direct Recording Electronic (DRE) machine to provide individuals with disabilities, including voters who are visually impaired to cast their ballot independently and in private.  

For more information on elections accessibility including voter outreach to people with disabilities, please contact Anthony Akamine at the Office of Elections by phone at (808) 453-8683 or email at Anthony.Akamine@hawaii.gov.

NEW COMMITTEE ON PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES APPOINTED 

After many years of absence, Mayor Hannemann has appointed eight (8) new members to his first Mayor’s Committee on Persons with Disabilities for the City and County of Honolulu.  The Committee only began meeting this past April and is still in its infancy stage.  Its efforts, at the early juncture, are on public education and awareness activities. During the Committee’s first meeting there was open discussion about the Committee’s role and how the City and County can help facilitate and accomplish future goals that the Committee has set.  The staff contact for the Committee is Alison Machida in the Office of Community Services.  

For more information, please contact Alison Machida by phone at (808) 768-7759 or email at amachida@honolulu.gov.
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