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NEUROTRAUMA ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
MINUTES OF August 22, 2008

Present: Joyce Arizumi, Lyna Burian, Joe Cordova, Angie Enoka, Elzy Kaina,

Absent

Others:

Greg Keast, lan Mattoch, Lori Suan, Milton Takara, Eric Tash

: Sally Jones, Glenn Morgan, Alan Parker (Excused), Scott Sagum, Karen Seth
(Excused), Curtis Tom (Excused), Stella Wong (Excused)

Robin Brandt (PBRRTC), Albert Burian (STBIAB), Ronald Deese (PBRRTC),
Melody Harden (Caregiver), Rita Manriquez (STBIAB),
Mary Wilson (BIA-HI), Steven Wong (BIA-HI)

DOH Staff:  Aaron Arakaki, Ken Fukuhara, Curtis Inouye, Lester Matsumoto

Call To Order

Meeting called to order by Chair Suan at 1:40 pm. Introductions made with Robin
introducing Ronald Deese, newly hired assistant coordination for the peer mentoring
project. No quorum.

Review of the Agenda
Defer items requiring Board’s decision until quorum achieved.

New Business

A. Confirmation of the NTAB Goals for 2008-2009 and Responsibility for
Implementation
Defer.

B. Ad-Hoc or Merging Subcommittees
Defer.

Old Business
A. Approval of the Minutes (2/29/08 Meeting)
Defer.



B. State Traumatic Brain Injury Advisory Board Update
Elzy reported their last meeting was the Annual on July 18 and they had a very good
turnout. Dr. Nancy Hughes, psychologist, spoke about managing moods after an
injury. Updates were given on the Clubhouse and contracts. Goals and objectives
developed but still need to be finalized. The first was to develop a specific
presentation on TBI awareness for HPD; the second was to develop means of
identifying persons with TBI and educating families, survivors and service providers
on the importance of having an ID bracelet or card; and third was to target a larger
group for awareness and education such as survivors and their families and families
of youths with undiagnosed brain injury.
C. Subcommittee Reports
1. Special Fund
No report, members not present.
2. Legislative
Lyna reported the desire to revive the cognitive rehab bill next session and
begin meetings with HMSA to discuss.
3. Registry
Greg reported they last met on July 28 and Betty Wood, an epidemiologist
with DOH’s Preventative Health, spoke on changes to the Tumor
Registry based on recent legislation. She indicated it costs about $1 million
a year to maintain. Regarding the NT registry, she stated the law does not
define nor mandate it other than to say the Special Fund can be used to
create one. What it should look like and its purpose need to be clearly
defined and supported by the “higher ups.” Betty was quite resourceful and
knowledgeable. Sally brought a booklet on Mild TBI put out by the
CDC they share with patients upon discharge. It was something a referral
form could be attached to. Betty provided some feedback on the Referral
Form which was revised again and suggested it be reviewed by the
Attorney General.
4. Marketing
Elzy reported they last met on August 13 and are waiting for approval to
combine with the STBIAB’s Multi-Media Subcommittee which has two
other members, Linda Price and Rita. The bus placard was still up and
extended an extra month at no cost. The Neighbor Islands requested a
similar one to put up in their buses. They are still working on the rack cards
to be left out at pharmacies. lan has emailed the members requesting
entries for the template and feedback on the draft format of the resource
guide. Discussion on an on-line version, DVD or ring binder where
resources can be updated and replaced easily and include the Neighbor
Islands. An ID or wallet card is also being considered along with shortening
the website address. She indicated if there is to be a Brain Injury Awareness
campaign for next March, a package has be to be sent to DOH’s
Communications Office by mid-October. And Elzy thanked her members,
Eric, Joyce and lan for attending meetings and the work they have done.



D. Department of Health Update

1. Helpline Counts
Ken reported there were 22 calls/emails and 1 intake in July, 6 calls were
from seeing the bus placard; 23 persons served with 10 being new, 8 had
TBI, 1 SCI and 6 stroke.

2. Clubhouse
Curtis reported staff is now working on the 6™ draft of the scope of service and
hope to complete it by the end of the month to forward to the workgroup for
review.

3. NT Conference
Mary reported the Save the Date cards have been distributed and they are
working on the registration brochure. Scheduling of the speakers is done.
On-line registration is open, go to www.regoline.com/nt08. There is a link
on the BIA-HI website and to consider putting a link on the Neurotrauma
website. The brochure to contain information on the various topics and
speakers’ bios. It will be in pdf format for mailing and possibly posting on
the DOH website. NT staff to register Board members who need to let them
know if you are attending. There will be AACBIS (American Academy for the
Certification of Brain Injury Specialists) training and testing at the
conference with information in the brochure. There will be an award
honoring Hal’s name at luncheon given to an individual for his/her
legislative/advocacy efforts. On Friday, October 17 there will be a
reception limited to 60 people which you need to register for. There were
questions on the AACBIS training regarding qualifications and purpose.

Mary explained the person needs to be a high school graduate, and have 1

year work experience with persons with brain injury. Joe asked if their VR

counselors would qualify and it depended on their work experience. The
cost is $275 and the class will have a maximum of 25 persons. The hope is
to train a group of people with similar knowledge base of brain injury

who could assist with education and awareness. Elzy indicated their TBI

Core Team members will be applying and could assist to do community
work once trained. Mary acknowledged the planning committee for their
excellent efforts.

4. Status of the Contracts

a. BIA-HI — Mary mentioned previously the AACBIS training at the
conference; Speakers Bureau efforts to follow; and the needs assessment
list could be started from those registering at the conference.

b. CBR —review by REHAB IRB is scheduled for September 2 with a
presentation by Tanya DaVanzo (formerly Schwartz) and Emi.

c. Dr. Ho’s study on Preventing Recurrent Falls Amongst the Elderly may
be ready in mid-September. There was a complicated issue between
Queen’s Medical Center and UH. According to Aaron the Notice to
Proceed needs to be awarded by September 30 as funds were budgeted for the
first quarter; otherwise there will be no funding. The contract has been
reviewed by DOH’s Administrative Services Office, A.G. and Dr. Ho.

d. Peer Mentoring — Ronald is the assistant coordinator for the project.



http://www.regoline.com/nt08

V. Announcements

A. Elzy indicated there will a car wash at REHAB Hospital with proceeds going
to their Brain Injury program.

B. Lyna mentioned the BIA-HI Support Group meeting at REHAB, September 6
from 1-3 pm, September 10 from 7-9 pm and the Educational meeting on September
17 with a presentation by Suzie Anderson from Social Security Administration on
benefits such as SSI/SSDI and Ticket to Work.

C. Joe announced PBRRTC will be doing a needs assessment for DVR and
public hearings to begin in September.

D. Eric mentioned the Falls Consortium has enlisted KTA on the Big Island,
Safeway, COSTCO and Times to have their pharmacy to do screening for
medications that might affect falls. At the Seniors Fai,r September 19-21
Injury Prevention will have a booth to do fall assessment screening by PTs.

And it will include a media campaign.

E. Rita announced she has given the Save the Date cards to KCIL and DVR.
There is a Mayor’s Advisory Board meeting in October.

F. Greg had a suggestion about sprucing up the Helpline voice mail message,
may be saying to go to the website for resources if it is for a non-emergency
matter.

VI. Next Meeting
Date: October 24, 2008
Time: 1:30 to 3:30 pm
Place: VCCs at the Kalanimoku Bldg., Capitol Center and State Office Bldg. at
Kapolei, Hilo, Lihue and Wailuku

Recorder: Lester Matsumoto



