Creating Interpreter Resources
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An Alaskan Experience
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ALASKA IMMIGRATION JUSTICE
PROJECT
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Some Background

e 665,000 residents

* 14.3% of households
speak a language
other than English at
home

e 95 different
languages spoken in
Anchorage School
District
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Scope of the Our State:




KODIAK, ALASKA

30% Alaska Native
32% Asian
8.5% Hispanic/Latino
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:KodiakAlaskaAerialView.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/AKMap-doton-Kodiak.PNG

Unalaska

Largest fishing port in the US

Thousands of seasonal workers from all
over the world work in Unalaska 8
months of each year

» 30% Asian
» 7% Alaska Native
» 12% Hispanic/Latino
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:UnalaskaAlaska.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/AKMap-doton-Unalaska.PNG

Scope of the Problem:
Supply and Demand

Inadequate supply of
gualified interpreters

No method to
determine interpreter
gualifications

No central place to
find Interpreters

Each agency had
Independent list
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One Solution/A Public Private

Collaboration
How We Got There

Photo credit Rex Melton Ak Div. Tourism
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LANGUAGE INTERPRETER
CENTER
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1. Do your homework

~

i A
S '-. "I'|.-.I i t: ;
Anchorage Museum of History & Art. Library & Archives.
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BUILD SOLID FOUNDATION

e Needs Assessment

— Survey documenting interpreters needed
— Resources to provide

— Ask Decision-makers able to make funding
allocations and Front-line staff

907-279-2457 www.akijp.org



BUSINESS PLAN

e QOutline Plan

dentify Funding Sources
— Identify Staffing
dentify Training/Technical Assistance
O

entify legal structure — non-profit

Justice Project

Alaska Immigration;.
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2. Cross Disciplines and
Boundaries
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Alaska State Library - Historical Collections
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3. Involve Everyone
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Businesses — reall estate companies,
hanks

Federal government agencies, I.e.post
office

State government agencies
Non-profits
IHealth Care providers
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Alaska LIC Stakeholders

= United \\ay

= Alaska BaitAsseeiaton

= Vitnicipalty e ARChoEGE

= Anchoerage Scheol District

= AlaskalDeparmenteitianspolialien

= Oflice ol Public AdVecaCY.

= RPUklicDeiender/Agency,

= Ancherage Neighboernoed Healthr Center

= RAsmusen Eeundauoen

= AlaskarDepartment eifiiealuiranc Secial SENICES
= ConecoPmlilips

= Alaskar Netwerk o Demestc Vielence ane SexualbAssauli
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LEAD AGENCY

* Has the abillity to bring people together
 |dentify Key People in Different Sectors

« Keep people involved and informed
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5. Ask for Commitments/Build on
sSuccesses

Photo credit K. Ozaki Ak Div. Tourism
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CULTURAL CHANGES
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WHERE WE ARE NOW
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TRAINING
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Looking Forward

Alaska Immigration Justice Project
907-279-2457 www.akijp.org



Robin Bronen
Alaska Immigration Justice Project
robin.bronen@akimmigrationjustice.org
907/279-2457
www.akijp.org
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