



Beginning to Understand WIA…
(adopted from North Dakota WDC Orientation Materials)

WIA
-stands for workforce investment act

-folks encourage saying W-I-A and  not Weeeyah. 
-latest of federal laws covering workforce development

US always had  laws on workforce development
-WIA succeeds Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA)
-workforce development laws intents are to help people find employment, improve their skills, and help them earn money.  The public gains are reduced dependency on welfare programs and economic competitiveness.
-the difference of WIA was its promise of demand-driven delivery systems, one-stop universal access system

WIA of 1998 has five titles 

Title I- Workforce Investment System

Title II- Adult Education and Literacy Act

Title III-Workforce Investment Related Activities

Title IV-Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1998

Title- General Provisions

Title I Subtitles
Subtitle A- Workforce Investment Definitions

Subtitle B-Statewide and local workforce investment systems

Subtitle C-Job Corps

Subtitle D- National Programs

Subtitle E- Administration

Subtitle F- Repeals and Conforming Amendments

Title II Adult Education and Literacy Act
incorporates adult education and family literacy act into the WIA.  Funds allocated to States that in turn contract for local services

Title III Workforce Investment Related Activities

Subtitle A- Wagner/Peyser Act

labor exchange activities (job search) are now part of one-stop center systems

Subtitle B-Linkages with other programs 
Linkages established between authorized programs under WIA and other programs including



Trade Adjustment Assistance Act



Veterans Employment Act



Senior Community Service Employment Programs

The purpose of these linkages is to insure that the recipients do not receive duplicate assistance and are moved into workforce effectively.

Subtitle C- 21st Century Workforce Commission


The Commission studies matters relating to the IT workforce in the US

Title IV Rehabilitation Act Amendment of 1998



-requires the State VocRehab agency to enter into cooperative agreements with
 

other programs that are part of the statewide workforce investment system.
Title V –General Provisions


Unified State Plan



Definitions for Indicators of Performance



Incentive Grants



Privacy Provisions



Buy America Requirements



Transition Provisions



Effective Day

Unified State Plan


-WIA State Plan for two or more workforce activities.  It must cover at least one 



four major workforce programs:

1. Secondary Vocational Education

2. Post-Secondary Vocational Education

3. Title 1 of the Act

4. Title II of the Act

Definitions for Indicators of Performance 

-The definition ensures nationwide comparability of performance data
Incentive grants

-Authorizes US DOL Secretary of Labor to award a grant to each state that exceeds the state projected performance for Title I, the adjusted levels of performance for Title II, and the levels of performance for vocational education programs for the purpose of carrying out innovation programs

Privacy Provisions

-Nothing in the act supersedes the privacy protection for parents and students under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974

Buy-America Requirements

-Funds spent in compliance with Buy-American act

Transition Provisions

-US DOL Secretary take steps for orderly transition from JTPA

Major Funding Categories Under WIA

The major funding stream under WIA is Title 1.  There are separate funding streams for youth, adults, and dislocated workers within Title I.  Local Workforce Investment Boards receive allocation by formula.  

Administrative fund limits:

States:

5% of the total of each allocation for administration

Local Areas:

10% of the local area allocation for administration

Statewide Activities:

15% from each funding stream may be used by the Governor to support statewide activities and an additional 25% from the Dislocated Worker funding stream to support statewide Rapid Response activities.

Required Statewide Activities:

Rapid Response

Disseminated list of eligible training providers

Evaluations

Incentive grants

Technical assistance

Fiscal/Management

Assisting in the establishment of One-Stop Delivery Systems

Allowable Statewide Activities:

Administration

Capacity building and technical assistance

Research and demonstration

Incumbent worker programs

Support for identification of eligible providers

Innovative displaced homemaker and nontraditional employment programs

WIA Title 1-B  in Hawaii

Structure

Local Workforce Investment Areas plan and deliver “core”, “intensive” and “training” services in geographic areas consistent with general local government.  Each county is designated as a local workforce investment area with its own board that administers a one-stop delivery system.

core- intake, assessment, information, network
intensive-develop an individual employment plan, specialized assessment, counseling, and case management

training-learning a skill/ skill sets that lead to employment

DLIR  (WDD with ASO)
On behalf of the governor, has responsibility for operation and implementation of WIA programs within the State.
WDC, State Board
Designed by law and members appointed by Governor to:
-Provide policy guidance for activities under WIA

-Review and approve State Plan for Title 1 of WIA and Wagner-Peyser

-Exercise advisory oversight with respect to WIA activities
-Review and approve Performance Reports
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