WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

Planning Committee Meeting Minutes

February 26, 2009

DLIR Conference Room 320
Attendance

Members:  Darwin Ching, Jonathan Chun, Signe Godfrey, Joann Inamasu, Steve Lee, Debbie Morikawa, Mike Rota, Norman Sakamoto, Kathleen Nielsen, James Hardway 

Staff and Guests:  Vaughn Baker, Stan Fichtman, Bill Grier, Dayna Honaker, Jonathan Lampman, Carol Kanayama, Marilyn Matsunaga, Jan Miyamoto, Keith Nakano, Carolyn Weygan-Hildebrand, Elaine Young 

Call to Order
Chair Mike Rota called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

The meeting was recessed due to a technical issue in connecting neighbor island members via video conferencing.  Upon resolving the issue, a teleconference was set up with Mr. Jon Lampman of USDOLETA, Region 6.  The meeting resumed at 2:15 p.m.

Public Input
Mr. Rota asked for public comment/input on the agenda. There was none. 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (“ARRA”) Briefing—Jon Lampman
Chair Rota introduced Mr. Jon Lampman who provided a powerpoint slide show of his presentation on recent developments on the ARRA provisions.
Mr. Lampman said USDOLETA will be sending the States three TEGLs on funding pathways, planning, and performance reporting under ARRA.  It wants the States to submit a request to extend their state plans for one year, with the intention that they will begin the process to modify their plans.  The extension letter should be filed by April 15.
He also said States and local areas, through their respective workforce investment boards, should work with USDOL to renegotiate specific performance measures for PY 2008 and 2009.  Renegotiated performance measures should be filed with the letter of extension.
In response to several questions, Mr. Lampman said USDOLETA is working on the scope and requirements for the competitive grants that are part of ARRA.  Mr. Darwin Ching asked if stimulus monies can be legislatively distributed.  Mr. Lampman said funds passing through WIA have defined funding pathways.
ARRA Briefing—WDC and WDD
Chair Rota asked WDD and WDC for input on how the Recovery and Reinvestment Act will be implemented in Hawaii. 
Mr. James Hardway discussed WDC’s intention of providing specific State guidance for ARRA-relevant WIA planning activities.  He referred to an initial worksheet of activities for meeting the requirements of a plan extension and a plan modification.  He requested LWIBs to review and add other needed activities.
Questions and answers were raised.
Q.
Can we include a new waiver in the extension plan?  Oahu wants to seek a waiver to facilitate implementation of the ARRA WIA Youth program. 

A.
The extension covers existing waivers.  New waivers can and should be submitted at any time.  Whether the “Feds” will have the time to review is another matter.

Q.
What is required of the extension plan due on April 15?  What can be done now?
A.
No final TEGL has been received as yet.  Based on advance information, it appears that it is a typical extension except for performance level re-negotiation.
Q.
What performance level re-negotiation is covered by the extension plan?

A.
 PY 08, PY 09.  

Q.
Do we need to re-negotiate levels?  What should we do about performance re-negotiation?
A.
It is not required but presents an opportunity if needed.  Local areas could assess whether they need to re-negotiate their current performance targets and provide feedback to WDC.  

Q.
One of the problems is credentials and Kauai, in particular, is being affected because Kauai CC has a lack of teachers, etc.

A.
Kauai CC was given money to address these issues.
Actions and Next Steps
Chair Rota asked what will be the next steps to implement ARRA.  The committee came up with a tentative schedule and list of items to be done. 
February 28—A timeline of planning activities will be generated with input from local areas.  It will serve as a tentative checklist of deadlines and things to do.

March 17—Local areas will provide feedback to WDC on performance targets.
March 25, 8:00 a.m.—Planning Committee will meet to facilitate release of ARRA WIA monies to the State.
Adjournment
Chair Rota adjourned the meeting at 3:30 p.m.
