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Quote of the Week 
"We must do all we can to 
give our residents access to 
quality health insurance 
programs." 
 
- Lt. Governor Aiona, on 
distributing federal funds to 
hospitals for charity care. Learn 
more on Lt. Governor Aiona's 
website. 

 

Fact of the Week 
 
Approximately 91.2 percent 
of Hawai`i residents have 
health insurance. 
 
- Learn more on Lt. Governor 
Aiona's website. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
December 6 
 
Lt. Governor Aiona receives 
the 2007 Friend of the Family 
Award for his significant 
contributions to strengthen 
Hawai`i families. 
 
December 7 
 
Lt. Governor Aiona visits 
Kaua`i to participate in the 
annual Lights on Rice Parade, 
featuring nearly 40 
spectacular entries from 
across the island. 
 
December 8 
 
Lt. Governor Aiona speaks at 
the "2007 Live and Let Live 
Traffic Safety Awareness 
Campaign," which aims to 
reduce car crashes during the 
holiday season. 
 
December 8 

 

Administration Reduces Burden  
on Hospitals for Charity Care 

 

Lt. Governor Aiona and Human Services Director Lillian 
Koller distributed $14,432,000 in new federal funding 
on Tuesday to public and private hospitals across the 
state to help ease their financial burden of treating 
uninsured patients. 
 
"Our Administration remains committed to providing 
uninsured residents with access to quality healthcare, 
regardless of their ability to pay," Lt. Governor Aiona 
said. 
 
The Lingle-Aiona Administration has secured 
approximately $55 million for Hawai`i hospitals over 
the past three years. Prior to 2005, Hawai`i hospitals 
had not received federal funds for charity healthcare 
since 1994. 
 
"We continue to secure new federal dollars that help 
our hospitals remain financially viable, as well as 
expand the state's Medicaid programs so even more of 
our residents have access to quality health insurance," 
Lt. Governor Aiona said. 
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On the Big Island, Lt. 
Governor and Mrs. Aiona 
participate in the 4th annual 
Kea`au Christmas Parade. 
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An estimated 91.2 percent of Hawai`i residents have 
insurance, according to the United Health Foundation. 
Conversely, 8.8 percent of residents do not have 
insurance. 
 
"While this money does provide much-needed help for 
our hospitals, we all know we must do more," Lt. 
Governor Aiona said.

●     Read the KHNL-8 News story here.

 

Professional Soccer Tournament 
to Debut in Hawai`i

Lt. Governor Aiona participated in a news conference on 
Thursday to announce plans for Hawai`i to host a new 
international soccer tournament in 2008, broadening the 
state's appeal for major sporting events. 
 
The Lt. Governor was joined by officials from Japan, Australia 
and Major League Soccer during the announcement of the 
inaugural Pan-Pacific Championship, which will crown the top 
club from Asian and North American soccer confederations. 
 
"This event will bring premier soccer players to the state and 
help us showcase Hawai`i as an ideal location for major 
international sporting events," Lt. Governor Aiona said. 
"Hawai`i's Pacific location, resources and fan base are 
uniquely situated to meet the growing needs of professional 
sports organizations." 
 
Reigning MLS Cup champion Houston Dynamo, Yamazaki 
Nabisco Cup champion Gamba Osaka, SuperLiga finalist Los 
Angeles Galaxy and a Hyundai A-League Final Series team 
will compete in double-header matches on Feb. 20 and Feb. 
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23 at Aloha Stadium in Honolulu. 
 
Haleiwa's Brian Ching and British superstar David Beckham 
will be among those vying for the Pan-Pacific title.

●     Read the Honolulu Advertiser story here. 

 
Civic Responsibility Urged  

at Student Conference

Lt. Governor Aiona told students gathered for a conference 
last Friday that civic responsibility is largely about addressing 
social problems in an informed, committed and positive 
manner. 
 
"If you don't get involved, you will not have a voice in the 
decision making process," Lt. Governor Aiona said. "Your 
level of involvement will help dictate the quality of life for all 
of us in the future." 
 
The Lt. Governor's remarks came during the 2007 Hawai`i 
Secondary Student Conference at the University of Hawai`i 
at Manoa campus. 
 
"I encourage all of you to better understand your community 
and its institutions, develop decision-making and analytical 
skills, learn about public policy, and know the value of 
service," Lt. Governor Aiona said. 
 
"As students, you must learn how to participate in a 
democracy. The expectation is for today's students to 
become tomorrow's responsible citizens."

 
Students Honored at Capitol Ceremony
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Continuing his efforts to get young people involved in the 
democratic process, the Lt. Governor hosted students who 
participated in the Make a Difference Poster Contest during a 
recognition ceremony held at the State Capitol last week. 
 
"These students are getting involved and making a difference 
in our communities," Lt. Governor Aiona said. 
 
More than 6,800 students from more than 100 public schools 
submitted entries in the contest, which was designed to 
support and encourage good deeds performed by students. 
 
Cash prizes were awarded to winning students and schools 
with the highest level of participation. The contest was 
organized by Castle and Cooke Hawai`i and the state 
Department of Education. 

 
 

Lt. Governor Talks Story  
with Rotary Club of Hilo 

Education, affordable housing and an interisland ferry service 
were among the issues discussed at a question-and-answer 
session Lt. Governor Aiona held with the Rotary Club of Hilo 
on the Big Island last week. 



 
The Lt. Governor fielded a series of questions during the 
hour-long session from Rotarians who represent various 
businesses on the Big Island. 
 
During the discussion, Lt. Governor Aiona highlighted the 
Hawai`i Innovation Initiative's goal of graduating more 
students with marketable skills in science, technology, 
engineering and math. 
 
"Our Administration is working to provide students with a 
first-class education that will help them, and our state, 
succeed," Lt. Governor Aiona said. 
 
The Lt. Governor said the policy initiative is bringing science 
to life through project-based learning in areas such as 
robotics and helping to develop career opportunities for Hilo 
students. 
 
Additionally, the Lt. Governor explained that affordable 
housing continues to be one of the Administration's "key 
obligations and top priorities." 
 
The Administration is planning to add 4,000 rental and for-
sale affordable housing units in the next five-to-six years, Lt. 
Governor Aiona said. 
 
In providing the public with an interisland ferry service, the 
Lt. Governor said that the critics who called the special 
legislative session unusual and unprecedented were 
incorrect. Special sessions were held for similar reasons in 
the past. 
 
"Under the state Constitution, these sessions are within the 
Legislature's ability and responsibility," Lt. Governor Aiona 
said. "The special session was an essential part of our 
democracy."

 

       



Fukunaga is new chief of 

staff 
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Star's dust could 

indicate planets 
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