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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY OPENS NEW INMATE 

RE-INTEGRATION PROGRAM BUILDING 

RESULT OF COLLABORATION BETWEEN STATE, COUNTY AND BIG ISLAND “GOING HOME” COMMITTEE 
HONOLULU – Lt. Governor James R. “Duke” Aiona, Jr. and Public Safety Director Clayton Frank along with Hawai‘i County officials and several community organizations today celebrated the grand opening of a new building, which will be used to provide a re-entry program to inmates of the Hawai‘i Community Correctional Center (HCCC). 

The new program building, located at the Hale Nani facility in Hilo, is a result of a partnership between the Department of Public Safety and members of the Going Home Re-integration Initiative Committee, which includes the Hawai‘i County, the Department of Labor Workforce Development Division and a variety of community groups.   

“This is a good example of how the state is taking a collaborative approach to form partnerships that benefit the entire community,” said Lt. Governor Aiona, who attended the grand opening ceremony today on the Big Island. “As a former prosecutor, state judge and now as Lt. Governor, I have seen firsthand the importance of increasing public safety by putting a stop to the revolving door of repeat offenders.”

“Congratulations to the Department of Public Safety and the many members of the Going Home committee for this new building and for working together to provide re-integration programs and services to inmates,” added Lt. Governor Aiona.

The new building will be used to provide a re-entry program called, START (Successful Transitions and Re-entry Together), which will offer classes such as Men & Women in 
Transition, Budget & Finance, Employment Readiness, SKIP (Strengthening Keiki of Incarcerated Parents) Program, Alcohol & Drug Education, and Vocational Training.   
“Our goal is to provide education, information and job skills so offenders can get a successful start back into the community.  Public Safety is committed to the mission of the Going Home Committee, which is to assist the men and women of the Big Island, released from correctional facilities,” said Frank.  

Public Safety received $200,000 from the Hawai‘i State Legislature in 2006 to construct the program building.  However, in order to complete the project, the department utilized sweat equity from the Kulani Correctional Facility work line.  These inmates did most of the building construction, from clearing the land, digging trenches, pouring concrete, majority of the carpentry, installing light fixtures, and all of the painting.
“Many of our work line inmates are learning job skills while in prison and eventually some of the men who constructed this building will be able to benefit from the classes that will be offered inside this building,” added Frank. 

Other members of the Going Home Re-integration Initiative Committee include Hawai‘i Workforce & Economic Development (HIWEDO), Big Island Workplace Connection, Alu Like, Hawai‘i Paroling Authority, Judiciary, Goodwill Industries, Office of Social Ministries, Big Island Substance Abuse Council (BISAC), University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, Soul Sisters & Brothers to Brothers, New Hope Church, MK Construction, Bill Church Painting, Paxen Group-Forward March, Faith Against Drugs (FAD), and numerous other Big Island businesses and organizations. 
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