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December 8, 2008 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AWARDED FEDERAL GRANT TO IMPLEMENT SEX OFFENDER TRAINING 

HONOLULU – The United States Department of Justice (DOJ) awarded a grant in the amount of $249,426 to the Hawai`i Department of Public Safety to enhance the state’s Sex Offender Management Team (SOMT).  The funding will also establish a training center, which will provide evidence-based training to statewide professionals who work with sex offenders. 

The Department of Public Safety applied for the federal grant to establish the nation’s first site for ongoing training on sex offender management.  It will be called the Hawai`i Academy for Sex Offender Management (HATSOM) and its main goal will be to facilitate informed, consistent and effective sex offender management in the State of Hawai`i by ensuring that all stakeholders have access to consistent and contemporary information about sex offenders.   HATSOM will provide training in the areas of investigation, prosecution, sentencing, assessment, treatment, reentry, supervision, registration and notification.  Training will focus on offender accountability, victim centeredness and cultural awareness. 

 “The ongoing training will help make Hawai`i safer through increased public safety by decreasing the reoccurrence of sexual crimes and reducing harm to current and future potential victims,” said Clayton Frank, director of the Department of Public Safety.   

Dr. Kurt Bumby from the Center for Sex Offender Management is assigned to the Department of Public Safety, under a 2006 DOJ grant, to provide technical assistance, guidance, expertise and training to facilitate the overall training process.  

On December 8, 2008, Dr. Bumby will present a training forum at the State Capitol Auditorium, cosponsored by the Department of Public Safety and State Representative Blake Oshiro.  It begins at 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
Dr. Bumby and the SOMT will be briefing legislators and policymakers on sex offender management.  They already met in September with members of the Hawaii State Judiciary to address the unique needs of judges who preside over adult and juvenile sex offense cases. 

“Under Public Safety’s leadership, the SOMT has been and will continue to be in the forefront of sex offender treatment and management.  With Dr. Bumby’s assistance, the department and the SOMT will be able to implement standards of practice and provide ongoing training to professionals who work with both offenders and victims to help decrease sexual victimization in the State of Hawai`i,” added Director Frank. 

The SOMT was established in 1992 by statute to develop an integrated treatment program for sex offenders in the custody of the state.  Ever since, the SOMT has set its goals beyond treatment in order to encompass all areas of sex offender management.   A cooperative agreement between the Department of Public Safety, the Judiciary, Hawaii Paroling Authority, Department of Health, Department of Human Services, and the Office of Youth Services outlines this statewide, collaborative effort.   By statute, the Department of Public Safety is designated as the lead agency, with a coordinator position and administrative support. 
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