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For Immediate Release:  February 20, 2009
NED DISMANTLES MAUI MARIJUANA OPERATION 
HONOLULU - The Department of Public Safety’s Narcotics Enforcement Division (NED) and Maui Police Department have shutdown a marijuana growing operation in Kihei and seized over 100 marijuana plants and drug paraphernalia.

NED received complaints from the public in late January 2009 about an indoor marijuana growing operation, located at 102 Luakaha Circle in Kihei, Maui.  NED investigators were sent to Maui on several occasions to conduct surveillance and to investigate.  As a result of the investigation, 32-year-old Chad Newman was identified as the owner of the Kihei residence and the person responsible for growing the marijuana.
NED obtained two search warrants, issued by the Maui District Court, and on February 18, 2009 state narcotics investigators and Maui Police Department Narcotics/Vice Division officers executed the warrants at 102 Luakaha Circle.   

Upon executing the search warrants, investigators discovered a sophisticated indoor growing operation and seized a total of 142 marijuana plants in the residence and in an outdoor shed.  The investigators also seized processed marijuana, marijuana extracts, and drug paraphernalia.  NED also seized Newman's Medical Use of Marijuana certificate.  
Hawai`i’s medical marijuana law allows an authorized patient to grow, for medical use, a supply of marijuana that does not exceed three mature marijuana plants, four immature marijuana plants, and one ounce of usable marijuana per each mature plant.  
This investigation would not have been possible if not for NED’s excellent working relationship with the Maui Police Department Narcotics/Vice Division, whose assistance was invaluable in this investigation.  

Based on the evidence found during the execution of the search warrants, NED arrested Newman on one count of COMMERCIAL PROMOTION OF MARIJUANA IN THE FIRST DEGREE and one count of PROHIBITED ACTS RELATED TO DRUG PARAPHERNALIA.  Newman was booked and processed at the Maui Police Department then later released pending further investigation.
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