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For Immediate Release:   
NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA VISITS THE WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CORRECTIONAL CENTER
HONOLULU--  The Department of Public Safety welcomed Mary Jo Garre inside the Women’s Community Correctional Center to inspect the facility’s lei garden and lo`i that were made possible through the partnership between WCCC and The Garden Club of Honolulu.

Ms. Garre is the National President of The Garden Club of America, which awarded $25,000 to The Garden Club of Honolulu in 2004 for its Founders Fund project,  
National President of the Garden Club of America Visits Women’s 

Community Correctional Center in Oahu

MaryJo Garre, National President of the Garden Club of America 

from Barrington, Il, will visit the Women’s Community Correctional 

Center on Tuesday February 10. 

She will be hosted by the Garden Club of Honolulu, which has been 

been working at the Center since 2001 through flower arranging and 

horticultural workshops. Mrs. Garre will conduct a flower arranging 

demonstration for the women at the Center on that day.

In 2004 The Garden Club of Honolulu received the prestigious 

Founders Fund Award from the Garden Club of America for the project, 

“Planting for a Better Future” at the Women’s Community Correctional 

Center. The purpose of this program is to arm these women with valuable 

employable skills, reconnecting them with the land and their culture, 

and restoring them their dignity and self-respect. They will learn to grow 

marketable produce and flowers and to find a future. It’s about second 

chances both for the women inmates and for the weed-choked land 

at the prison. 

With funds from this award, the Garden Club of Honolulu broke ground 

at the Center in 2005 for a lei garden and lo’i (where taro is cultivated, 

the staple of the Hawaiian diet.) The lo’i was planted and has matured 

with the help of the women at the Center. Workshops in flower arranging 

and horticulture conducted by club members have continually taken place 

at the Center. It has brought about a love for gardening and personal 

fulfillment.

The Garden Club of America is composed of 197 member clubs with over 

17,500 members in forty states whose purpose it is to restore, improve 

and protect the quality of the environment through programs of 

conservation, horticulture, civic improvement and education. 
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